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Swiss demand Iranian cooperation 
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Qadhafi backs trial in the Hague 

SlRTE, Libya (R) — Libyan leader Muammar Oadhafi said Saturday 
that a trial in the Hague could solve his dispute with the West over two 
Libyans accused of blowing up a U.S. plane over Scotland in 1988. 
“Some solutions have been put forward, including a trial in the Hague 
if the lawyers and the families of the two Libyans agreed." Colonel 
Oadhafi told the opening session of the Libya general people's 
congress in the town of Sine. Scottish law professor Robert Black, 
who visired Tripoli this month, has suggested the Libyan suspects be 
tried in the Hague under Scots law with an international panel of 
judges instead of a jury. The Hague is the seat of the International 
Court of Justice which hearts only disputes between states. Col. 
Oadhafi said the Hague proposal had been endorsed by Jim Swire, a' 
spokesmen for relatives of Britons killed when the Pan Am Plane 
exploded over the Scottish town of Lockerbie. He said this under- 
mined the argument that Western governments were under pressure 
from the relatives. 
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King meets Bahrain 
minister and prince 

WASHINGTON (Petra) — 
His Majesty Ring Hussein 
Saturday received in Washing- 
ton Tareq A1 Muayyad, the 
Bahrain's minister of informa- 
tjon,. k and Sheikb Salman Ben 
HatnacTAI' Khalifa, son of the 
Bahraini crown prince. The 
King exchanged views with the 
Bahraini leaders about region- 
al flood international issues and 
discussed bilateral relations. 
Present at the audience were 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali, Royal court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
Marwan A1 Qasem, King Hus- 
sein's political advisor. 

Russia wants 
probation for Iraq 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia 
has proposed to the U.N. 
Security Council that it fix a 
six-month probationary period 
after which it could lift an 
embargo on Iraqi oil sales if 
Baghdad abides by all U.N. 
resolutions, the Foreign Minis- 
try- said Saturday. The prob- 
ationary period would last 
artund six mondis and if “foe 
honest and total respect of the 
resolutions by Iraq is verified 
-by the Security Council then 
Russia would be ready to ex- 
amine lifting the oil embargo,” 
.ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted the ministry as saying 
"m a statement. The statement 
stressed that Russia would in- 
sist on Iraq's lull compliance 
with all the resolutions im- 
posed . by the council after 
bad's invasion of Kuwait in 
1990.. Moscow’s position 
^Strictly conformed with the 
conditions and criteria stipu- 
lated by the Security Council,’* 
"the. Statement said. 

, A- .J . 

Kilrdish guerrillas . 
kilt 20 people 

MARDIN, Turkey (AP) — 
Kupdi^ guerrillas killed 20 
villagers in raids on two ham- 
lets ; that apparently did not 
support the rebels’ secessionist 
movement, reports said Satur- 
day. Two insurgents were kil- 
ted by the Turkish troops when 
they were trying to flee, the 
regional governor's office in 
Diyarbakir said. The guerrillas- 
shot and killed four village 
guards, armed by the govern- 
ment, m the southeastern vil- 
lages of Akyurek and Orraan- 
cik daring the overnight 
attacks, according to the Ana- 
tolia news agency. They later 
buried an explosive near a 
crowd of women and children 
ip Orman rik, killing 16 people, 
Anatolia said.' 


FLN not to attend 
conference 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s 
former ruling party, the 
National Liberation Front 
(FLN), raid Saturday it will not 
participate in the country’s 
national conference next week. 
The dekasion is a blow to the 
authorities, who are trying to 
present Ore conference as a 
gathering of key political par- 
ties 1 to mid consensus on how 
to govern the country for the 
next three years. 

BCCI court rejects 
release pleas 

ABU DHABI (R) — An Abu 
Dhabi criminal court trying 
former Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International 

(BCCI) officials held since 
1991 when the failed bank was 
shut, down rejected pleas on 
Saturday, for their release and 
adjourned its hearings until 
Feb. 5, lawyers said. 


Kuwaitis In Russia 
for arms talks 

KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwait 
nrilitaiy delegation is visiting 
Moscow for pariiminary talks 
on a possible purchase of 
BKtP-2 and BMP-3 armoured 
personnel carriers (APC), a 
newspaper reported on Satur- 
day- “A senior Kuwaiti milit- 
ary delegation arrived in Mos- 
cow ... to conduct preliminary 
talks; with foe Russian military 
leadership regarding some of 
the Rusaan weapons systems 
in which Kuwait expressed spe- 
cial interest,” said A! Watan 
newspaper. 


King says peace accord 
possible this year or next 

Jordan supports Palestinian right to statehood; 
Geneva summit opened door for serious Syria-Israel 

talks; Clinton is committed to comprehensive peace 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Arab countries could sign a 
peace treaty with Israel by the 
end of this year or in 1995, His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
here Saturday. 

"I believe that a solution is 
coming, and l believe that we 
will ratify a peace treaty prob- 
ably at the end of this year or 
maybe next year,” King Hus- 
sein said in an interview on 
Cable News Networks (CNN) 
Television. 

King Hussein also said that 
Jordan had made its support 
for right of the Palestinian peo» 
pie to decide what they wanted 
for themselves as far back as 
1974, when Jordan recognised 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO) as the sole 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people. 

The King, interviewed in 
Washington on CNN’s “Evans 
and Novak*' programme 
broadcast Saturday, also said 
Washington’s continued in- 
terest and spirit of partnership 
were crucial for the success of 
the Middle East peace process. 

King Hussein, who met with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton at 
the White House on Friday, 


described the president as a 
man of “great integrity” and 
determined to “do whatever he 
can ... to bring about a just, 
honourable, lasting peace in 
our region.” 

. The King described as very 
encouraging the outcome of 
the Jan. 16 summit in Geneva 
between President Ginton and 
Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad and said he expected 
serious negotiations to begin 
between Syria and Israel. 

The King said he expected 
the peace process to produce 
an agreement with Israel some- 
time this year or the next and 
that there was no turning back 
from the peace negotiations 
since “if it goes the other way. 
it would be the end for our 
entire region.” 

King Hussein said it was up 
to the Palestinian people to 
decide on how their lead- 
ership, foe FLO, should be- 
have and that he himself had 
“tried to advise (PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat), to the 
best of my ability, to try to 
realise that he has a changed 
role now.” 

The Monarch, who is on a 
private visit to the United 





States, said that the Arab 
boycott of foreign companies 
doing business in Israel was in 
foe process of changing. 

The King met with Vice- 
President A! Gore Saturday 
and was foe guest of honour 
along with Her Majesty Queen 
Noor at a dinner hosted by Mr. 
Gore and his wife. Talks be- 
tween the iwo leaders dealt 
with the peace process and 
Jordanian- American relations, 
the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra. reported. 


Mr. Gore emphasised the 
“importance of the deep rela- 
tionship between the U.S. and 
Jordan” and voiced apprecia- 
tion of the King’s continued 
efforts for peace in foe Middle 
East as well as the democra- 
tisation of Jordan. 

Following is a transcript of 
foe King's interview on the 
CNN’s “Evans and Novak" 
programme. The transcript 
was made available to the Jor- 
dan Times by the CNN’s inter- 
national desk at Atlanta, 
Georgia: 

Q: Do you think President 
Clinton and the United States 
ought to take a more active 
role in trying to resolve this 
impasse over the West Bank. 
Jericho and Gaza that Arafat is 
having with Israel? 

A: I believe that the United 
States is already taking a very 
active role in trying to bring 
about peace in foe region. And 
I hope that we'll see some 
results soon. 

Q: But, Your Majesty, our 
secretary of state, Mr. Christ- 
opher, has just recently said in 
Oslo, where he went to the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Rabinovich: 
No delay 
in talks 
with Syria 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli-Syrian peace talks will 
resume on schedule this week 
despite the weekend death of a 
son of Syrian President Hafez 
Ai Assad. Israel’s chief nego- 
tiator said Saturday. 

Mr. Assad’s son and heir 
apparent, Basel, 32, was killed 
in a car accident on Friday and 
was buried Saturday. Peace 
talks were to start Monday in 
Washington after months of 
deadlock. 

"The Syrians, from what we 
know now, will be at the talks 
as planned," Israeli negotiator 
Itamar Rabinovich said on 
Israel army radio Saturday. 

The two’ sides have been at 
odds over who should go first 
— Syria in spelling out what 
kind of peace it envisions, or 
Israel in saying how far it is 
willing to withdraw on the 
Golan Heights. 

Syrians demand all of the 
strategic plateau seized by Israel 
in the 1967 Middle East war. 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
has said that any "meaningful" 
territorial move would have to 
be approved in a referendum. 

Mr. Rabinovich said Satur- 
day that a possible referendum 
should not worry the Syrians 
who have criticised it as an 
Israeli ploy to delay withdraw- 
al. 

“This is the first time an 
Israeli government decides on 
such a step, and its meaning, as 
the Syrians should understand 
it. is that the government is 
taking these negotiations and 
their possible outcome very 
seriously," Mr. Rabinovich 
said. 

He said that the U.S. State 
Department had given Israel 
"clarification” regarding the 
resumption of the talks, sus- 
pended since the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) autonomy accord 
was signed on Sept. 13. 

Syria opposed foe accord, 
arguing that separate deals 
undermined the Arab negotiat- 
ing position. 

"Before commenting on our 
side of the equation we are 
waiting for foe Syrians to in- 
form us directly, and not just 

(Continued on page 5) 



Syrian women in tears were among foe 
thousands of people who gathered in Damascus 


on Saturday for the funeral of Basel AI Assad, 
the eldest son of President Hafez AI Assad (AFP) 


Grieving Syrians lay to 
rest their leader’s son 


KORDAHA (Agencies) — 
Basel Assad, the Syrian Presi- 
dent’s eldest son and possible 
successor, was buried Saturday 
at foe family's hometown in 
northwest Syria amid frenzied 
displays of grief across the 
country. 

The 31 -year-old son of Presi- 
dent Hafez AI Assad was killed 
in a car crash in Damascus 
Friday. He was laid to rest in 
foe village of Kordaha next to 
his grandmother, Naesa, who 
died of old age last July. 

The day-long funeral proces- 
sion began in Damascus. The 
wooden coffin, immersed in a 
mountain of floral tribuets, 
was carried from the presiden- 
tial palace to the Mezze milit- 
ary airport in a white hearse, 
decorated with portraits of the 
younger Assad posing in milit- 
ary uniform, or riding a gallop- 
ing white horse. 

Black banners and larger 
than fife portraits of the former 
army major hung from balco- 
nies, lamp posts and trees 
along foe road to the airport. 
Hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple, weeping hysterically or 
shouting ‘allah-u- akbar,” 
lined up the streets. 

Church bells pealed all day 
and loudspeakers blared verses 


from the Koran. Syria’s state- 
run television screened the un- 
tire procession and footage of 
crowds grieving in streets and 
mosques across the country. 

The 63-year-old president, 
his wife, Anisa, and their four 
children accompanied the cof-; 
fin from their Damascus home 
to the burial site. • • • 

Mr. Assad, somber, but 
composed, was flanked by his 
daughter and two of his sons as 
he slowly walked up the steps 
to the presidential aircraft at 
Mezze. From an open cockpit 
window, he waved to crowds 
packing the tarmac as though 
he was reassuring them that he 
would overcome the tragedy. 

Mrs. Assad, clad in a black 
coat with a white veil covering 
her head, appeared frail. She 
was aided up the ramp by a 
third son. 28-year-old Bashar. 

Kardaha, some 350 
kilometres north of Damascus, 
was shrouded in black on 
Saturday and filled with pic- 
tures of Basel. 

Security was heavy. Plainc- 
lothes police lined the 14- 
kiiometres road from the 
Mediterranean city of Latakia 
to Kordaha. 

Hundreds of buses and cars 
filled with wreaths and pictures 


Crown Prince 
returns home 
after funeral 

JORDAN ’was represented .at 
■ Saturday’s funeral , for Basel 
Assad in 'Kordaha by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. 

Prince Hassan was accompa- 
nied by Acting Speaker of the 
Upper House of Parliament 
Zeid AI Rifei , Deputy Prime 
Minister and Higher Education 
Minister Saeed AI Tel and the 
King's advisor Yanal Hikmat. 

The Regent returned to Am- 
man later in foe day. 

of the leader’s son began to 
flow into foe town from foe 
early hours from all parts of 
Syria. 

Black flags flew and some 
residents had painted parts of 
their houses with black in 
mourning for the town’s best 
known young man. 

"This is a shock to us. a 
catastrophe. Basel was an ex- 
cellent young man and we ai- 

(Continued on page 3) 



U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
reads an eulogy at a memorial service held for 


the late Norwegian foreign minister, Johan 
Joergen Holst, in Oslo on Saturday (AFP photo) 


Norway, world community bid 
emotional farewell to Holst 


OSLO (Agencies) — The in- 
ternational community bailed 
the role of Norway's foreign 
minister in the Middle East 
peace process and urged furth- 
er progress as more than 1.000 
guests took parr Saturday in an 
emotional funeral service for 
Johan Joergen Holst. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher, speaking on 
behalf of the international 
community, said that Mr. 
Holst had understood chat 
change must come in the Mid- 
dle East, not through symbols, 
but through pragmatic actions 
thai would - make a genuine 
difference in the day-to-day 
fives of people. 

"History will record the 
essential part that Johan Holst 
— and Norway — played in 
helping to turn the Middle East 
from a cauldron of hostility 
into a cradle of hope,” Mr. 
Christopher told the repre- 
sentatives of 60 countries in- 
cluding Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres. 

Before the ceremony. Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat praised Mr. Holst as "the 
hero of the Oslo accord,” 
which enabled Israel and the 
PLO to sign, a historic auton- 
omy deal in Washington last 
September. 

Mr- Holst died last week 
aged 56 after suffering two 
strokes in a month. 

“We have lost a man of- 
outstanding ability, a man of 
profound insight and a unique 
capability to use his great fund 
of knowledge to discern new 
opportunities and find new 
solutions.” Norwegian Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem Brundt- 
land said in her eulogy. 


Mr. Holst’s white coffin was 
covered with white lilies. On 
each side of the coffin, facing 
each other, sat King Harald 
and members of the royal fami- 
ly and Marianne Heiberg, Mr. 
Holst’s widow, his five children 
and other family members. 

Her voice trembling with 
emotion, Ms. Brundtland said 
“it is now our task and our 
responsibility to include his 
(Holst’s) work in our efforts.” 

“Holst was a dynamic force 
in the efforts to bring about 
peace and cooperation be- 
tween nations. We have suf- 
fered a tragic loss," Ms. 
Brundtland added. 

“To pay a tribute to his 
memory we will continue here 
foe negotiations," Mr. Peres 
said before walking to the Oslo 
cathedral where bells rang and 
flags from scores of nations 
waved. 

“I came to pay my respects 
to foe memory of Johan Holst, 
who was very dear to our 
hearts and then to continue 
what was started here," said 
Mr. Peres. “We hope the 
Norwegian winds of peace will 
blow in our sails.” 

Mr. Arafat, who arrived la- 
ter, also expressed hope, but 
said that he too had come 
mainly to honour Mr. Holst. 

“1 lost a friend. A great 
friend. He is a hero for the 
peace agreement,” said Mr. 
Arafat, who was accompanied 
by Yasser Abed Rabbo, a 
member of the PLO Executive 
Committee, and others when 
he arrived at the same down- 
town Oslo hotel housing Mr. 
Peres and Mr. Christopher. 

Usually unarmed Norwegian 
police carried machine guns to 
guard the hotel. 

Outside the cathedral hun- 


dreds of Norwegians gathered 
in the cold morning hours to 
pay their respects to Mr. Holst, 
who enjoyed growing popular 
support during his eight 
months as foreign minister. 

Flags flew at half-mast on all 
official buildings throughout 
Norway during the funeral 
ceremony. 

Mr. Hoist in April replaced 
Thorvald Stoltenberg, his 
brother-in-law, who was asked 
by foe U.N. Security Council 
to take over as peace nego- 
tiator for foe former Yugosla- 
via. 

Mr. Holst was always very 
modest about his own part in 
the peace process, saying that 
he had -just seized the baton 
that was passed to him. 

‘To do his memory justice, 
we must now grasp that baton 
and carry it, together, to 
peace.” Mr. Christopher said. 

Mr. Holst's five children, 
including four-year-old 
Edvard, each placed a rose on 
their father’s coffin during the 
ceremony. 

Among the pall bearers were 
Mr. Stoltenberg and Bjoem 
Tore Godal, who is expected 
to succeed Mr. Holst as foreign 
minister. 

Norwegian state radio re- 
ported that Uri Savir, who led 
the Israeli delegation during 
the secret talks in Norway, and 
the PLO's Ahmad Qoureia 
had met with Godal and Terje 
Rod Larsen, a key Norwegian 
mediator. 

On Friday, the Norwegian 
state television broadcast pre- 
viously unreleased footage of 
the peace accord being initial- 
led in Oslo last year, including 
Mr. Qoureia kissing the cheeks 
of his Israeli counterpart, 
Savir. 


Arafat, Peres end Oslo 
talks, to meet in Davos 


OSLO (Agencies) — Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat and Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres ended talks in 
Oslo on Saturday about obsta- 
cles to their historic peace 
accord, agreeing merely to 
meet again in Switzerland next 
week. 

Before their meeting in 
Oslo, Peres and Mr. Arafat 
bad expressed, hopes of a 
breakthrough in the talks. “We 
are very serious in our 
attempts to achieve real peace 
in the Middle East," Mr. Peres 
said after the talks. 

He said he believed the two 
sides could make major prog- 
ress in the next round, in 
Davos, Switzerland on Sun- 
day, Jan. 30. Mr. Arafat de- 
scribed foe Oslo talks as "very 
fruitful,” but both men de- 
clined to give details. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres 
were in Norway to pay last 
respects to Norwegian Foreign 
Minister Johan Joergen Holst, 
the broker of the historic deal 
who died last week (see sepa- 
rate story). The two met in the 
building where the deal was 
secretly initialled in August. 

"We hope that the next 
meeting between both of us 
next week in Switzerland will 
be a very important date to 
achieve what we are looking 
for." Mr. Arafat said. 


The two leaders held talks 
for two hours aimed at jump- 
starting foe stalled Palestinian 
self-rule negotiations. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres 
said they had made progress. 

The leaders had “serious 
and sober” talks, according to 
Mr. Peres, while Mr. Arafat 
referred to the discussions as 
"fruitful.” 

The two leaders had prom- 
ised to honour Mr. Holst's 
memory by moving the discus- 
sions forward. 

Norway’s acting Foreign 
Minister Bjoem Tore Godal 
was pleased with Saturday's 
talks. 

“I’m more optimistic now 
than I was a few days ago,” 
Mr. Godal said. 

“Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres 
have a deep personal commit- 
ment" to the discussions, he 
added. 

Mr. Godal said he was confi- 
dent that the talks would even- 
■tually succeed. 

Mr. Arafat and foe Palesti- 
nian delegation left the meet- 
ing for the airport to fly to 
Saudi Arabia, while Mr. Peres 
was due to leave Sunday morn- 
ing. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Godal said 
the Norwegian government 
will establish a foundation in 
memory of Mr. Holst, whose 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israelis 
wound 7 
in Hebron 

OCCUPIED HEBRON, West 
Bank (Agencies) — Israeli sol-- 
diers shot and wounded seven 
Palestinians in clashes in foe 
occupied West Bank town of 
Hebron Saturday, witnesses 
said. 

They said troops opened fire 
on a group of young men 
throwing stones and empty 
bottles at them, adding that 
one Palestinian was taken to 
hospital with serious wounds; 
toSie army, which imposed ;a 
POVew on the area, said it was 
checking the report. . 

One of those hurt, Nasser 
Amer, 18, was in serious con- 
dition with a bullet in the 
stomach, Arab reporters said. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, 
the Izzedine AI Qassam squad 
marked foe end of its one- 
month moratorium on killing 
informers by shooting to death 
a suspected collaborator. 

The body of Ashraf Kheil, 
25, was found Saturday near a 
garbage dump in Gaza City, 
with two bullets in the head. 
Kheil had been kidnapped by 
masked men from his home 
two days earlier. Izzedine AI 
Qassam, which is linked to 
Hamas, claimed responsibility 
in a leaflet issued Saturday. 

In December, Hamas had 
announced a moratorium on 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Thousands of Somalid 


from rivaly clans 
stage peace rally 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
■Thousands of Somalis from 


two rival clans look part in a 
rally here Friday to welcome a 
peace pact signed between the 
warring factions earlier in the 
week. 


Members of the Abgal clan 
lisnu, 

loyal to Interim President Ali 
Mohammad Mahdi. travelled 


£ 


to^southem end of the capital 
to. join the babr gedir under 
Mohammad Farah Aideed. 

. The pact was signed Sunday 
after three days of talks 
chaired by the imam of Hirab, 
Omar Moharaoud, an Islamic 


leader revered by both groups. 
But neither Mr. Ali Mahdi nor 


Geji. Aideed attended the 
negotiations and neither signed 
the' treaty. 

' * Civilian spokesman for the 
-UrN. operation in Somalia 
George Bennett described the 
"demonstration Friday as un- ■ 
■pcecedented. 

• ‘^UNOSOM applauds the 
large peace demonstration in 
south Mogadishu today in sup- 
port of the Hirab initiative. 
•Thousands of people from the 
. iQith of the city joined others 
in.the south to celebrate the 
dawn of peace. 


A defence ministry spokes- 
man said it was also the first 
time German soldiers had kil- 
led anyone abroad since the 
West German Bundeswehr 
armed forces were founded in 
1955. 

The ministry said in a state- 
ment that all humanitarian aid 
provided by Germany as part 
of a' U.N. effort in Somalia had 
been suspended pending in In-' 
vestigation into the incident. 

The statement said guards 
with night-vision binoculars 
fired warning shots after at 
least two people sneaked into 
the German camp at Belet 
Huen in central Somalia during 
the night. 

One of the intruders lateT set 



off an alarm in the fuel degot 


The treaty calls for the clans 
fojive together in peace, end 
the division of Mogadishu and 
return property looted during 
the civil war. 

But a power struggle still 
divides the two men, whose 
fighters gutted Mogadishu in 
four months of carnage before 
the first U.S. Marines landed 
in December 1992. 

U.S. forces are now being 
gradually withdrawn from 
'' Somalia, with 74 troops due to 
'return to the United States 
Saturday. 

■''■U.S. forces spokesman 
'Steve Rausch announced 
’■meanwhile that the U.S. army 
‘•chief of staff. General Gordon 
'•SuHivan, was expected here 
Saturday for a brief visit to the. 
5.414 US^ troops in the city. 

And Australian Foreign 
‘.'Minister Gareth Evans is due 
i- oil an official mission to Moga- 
dishu Sunday. 


and the guards aimed their 
in that direction, killing one of 
the Somalis. 

“There have been many 
attempts to break in but we 
have staved them off by firing 
warning shots.'* Lieutenant 
Cblonel Wolf Reinhard Vogts, 
a ministry spokesman, told 
Reuters. 

“What was new this time 
was that they managed to enter 
the camp and got into the fuel 
depot, ” he said. “It is the first 
time that anyone has been 
wounded or shot dead by Ger- 
man soldiers in Somalia." 

He said the soldiers acted in 
line with the rules of engage- 
ment for U.N. troops in 
Somalia. 


“It is also the first time 
someone was killed by German 
troops on a mission outside 
(West) Germany since the 
Bundeswehr was founded in 
1955,” he said. 

Germany, keen to live up to 
its international obligations af- 
ter being united in 1990, de- 


ployed 1.700 logistic troops to 
Somalia la 


ia last summer as part of 
the United Nations mission to 
restore peace and provide 
humanitarian aid to starving 
Somalis. 

After other U.N. forces 
were drawn into combat with 
warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed. Bonn reduced Its con- 


-Germans kill Somali 

German- soldiers fired shots 

in anger for the first time in 
Somalia Friday, killing a 
Sqinali who broke into a fuel 
depot at the German head- 
quarters in Beiet Huen. 


tmgent to 1,300. 
The 


-stace 


German troops, on their 
it abroad, 
are only 


first major deployment abroad 
World War H, a 


lightly armed and do not have 
any designated combat role in 


keeping with the constraints on 
Bonn's anti-militarist constitu- 
tion. - • 



FINAL TRIBUTE: Syrian soldiers hold back the crowd in 
Damascus on Saturday watching the car carrying the remains of 
Basel A1 Assad, the eldest son of Syrian President Hafez AJ Assad, 


on its way to the airport and then to the family village of Kordaha 
(see page 1). Basel died in a car accident Friday (AFP photo) 


Clinton says he told Assad 
Mideast peace is his priority 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
President Bill Clinton says the 
most important thing he 
accomplished during his meet- 
ing with Syrian President Hafiz ■ 
A1 Assad “was to make it clear 
that my overriding agenda was 
to do whatever I could to make 
an honourable, decent, lasting 
peace in the Middle East." 

Mr. Assad was “quite dear 
in saying that he would sup- 


port" an independent Lebanon 
free of 


all foreign forces. Mr. 
Clinton said in an interview on 
the Cable News Network “Lar- 
ry King Live" programme Jan. 
20, the first anniversary of his 
inauguration. 

Following are excerpts from 
the president's responses on 
matters relating to foreign poli- 
cy: 


On the effectiveness of 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher “I think he's done 
a good job. And I think if you 
look at this last trip we took to 
Europfe 'hnd you look at the 
work that he has done’, along 
with others in the ' national 
security. and foreign policy' 
team, the United States was 
very well received in Europe in 
this trip. 

“They know that we're 
trying to unify Europe for the 


first time in history. Never in 
the whole history has it not 
been divided. The divisions of 
Europe caused these two awful 
world wars in this century, 
caused the Cold War. We've 
got a chance to unite it. We 
may not make it, but we've got 
a chance to unite it. 

“He has worked hard on 
that. That's right. And I think 
he’s really done a good job 
with the Middle East peace. 
You know, he's managed this 
process. He's been to the* Mid- 
ole East a lot. And he's got 
good strong support at the 
State Department. So I think 
he's done a good job." 

On Mr. Assad's position on 
the withdrawal of his forces 
from Lebanon as it relates to 
peace in the Middle East. 

“Lebanon was not the.- 
price for peace. He agreed that 
as part- of a comprehensive 
peace agreement, we should 
implement the Taif Accord, 
which as you know calls for an 


:n as yc_ 

independent Lebanon, free "of 
foreign forces. 


all 


. “And President Assad clear- 
ly said that if he could be 
satisfied from his point of view 
in having a comprehensive 
peace agreement with Israel. 
Israel would also have to have 


an agreement with Lebanon 
and agreement with Jordan, 
and obviously the agreement 
with the PLO. and that Leba- 
non in the end would be left a 
free and independent state — 
independent of all foreign 
forces. 

“So. we talked about that, 
quite explicitly, and he was 
quite clear in saying that he 
would support that. 

“It wasn't an easy meeting. I 
mean. I knew it would be a 
challenging and a difficult 
meeting, and 1 think the most 
important thing for me was to 
make it clear that my overrid- 
ing agenda was to do whatever 
I could to make an honour- 
able. decent, lasting peace in 
the Middle East. 

“I think he really wants to 
make peace. I think there are a 
lot of reasons why it's in the 
interest of the Syrian people 
and in his own interest to do it 
— and I think he does. I also 
made it dear that we still had 
real differences between us ini 
our bilateral relations. And 1 
one of them was what we fed' 
about terrorism — and wfe; 
talked about it for an hour, you 
know. And he gave his side 
and I gave mine. But the 
American people are entitled 
to know that. 


Winemakers thrive among Islamists in Algeria 


By Christian Millet 

Age nee France Pressc — 


■ ,'MOUZAIA, Algeria — The 
" letters set in relief on the 

White facades of the imposing 
'. buildings scattered across the 
■-■'Miiidja plain and on the 

■ slopes of the Titeri Moun- 
•''Jjrius are clear enough: 
.-“Wine cellar." “wine cooper- 
. '. stive." and “Winery.” thev 
,:.read. 

And yet this is the Muslim 
. fundamentalist heartland of 
. • Algeria, territory that has be- 
;. come fraught with danger for 
Westerners since fun- 
damentalists warned fore- 


nmers to get out by last Nov. 


The wine-growing districts 
* .of Blida and Medea have 
T ;been tense since January 
f *1992 when the government 
p Icancelled the second round of 
« a general election that would 
I have swept the fundamen- 
l talist Islamic Salvation Front 
' (FIS) to pow’er. 
r Armed fundamentalists 
; have been particularly active 
here. Thirteen foreigners 
have been killed in the” area 


since the start of December. 

A Spaniard was killed on . 
the road to Medea on Dec. 
2. and 12 Croatian workers 
had their throats slit on Dec. 
14 at Tamezguida. north of 
Medea. 

Daily clashes between fun- 
damentalists and security 
forces, who have been targe- 
ted for murderous attacks, 
have sent the casualties spir- 
alling. 

But the vine, which arrived 
here before the Romans, not 
to mention the French, who 
developed the vineyards con- 
siderably at the end of the 
19th century, survives. 

At Mouzaia, a large town a 
few kilometres from Tamez- 
guida, Kouider Manari. the 
director of the 120,000 hecto- 
litre winery and several 
winecellars. knows perfectly 
well that the Koran forbids.. 
Muslims to drink alcohol. 


damentalists “don’t get tied, 
up with activities against the 
wine trade.” 

From August to October, 
depending on the altitude of 
the vineyards, the harvests 
went ahead undisturbed, 
according local winery direc- 
tors. 


muted out of cause. 

None of them has security 


guards because none of them 
fee 


To prove it they show a few 
souvenir snaps of laughing 


youngsters piling grapes into 
the panieis strapped to the 


donkeys that 
the vines. 


move among 


He knows too that the FIS, 
adhering to Koranic law, re-, 
gards the taxes and revenues 
the country gets from the 
export of wine to be 
"illegal.” 

But he says that the fun- 


And of course there is the 
wine itself, fermenting in the 
great vats in the wineries . 
where the employees take 
delight in drawing off in long 
pipettes samples of each of. 
the seven Algerian vintages for 
visitors to taste. 

Some of the wineries are in 
the back of beyond. Some 
of them are in the centre of 
towns, like the winery in 
Mouzaia and the huge 
Ahmer Al ‘Ain Cellar, which 
backs onto the most run- 
down housing estates, 
hotbeds of fundamentalism 
where disaffected and unem- 
ployed youths are readily re- 


feels the need. 

“At Tamezguida our cellar 
is 500 metres (from the build- 
ing site) where they killed the 
Croats,” said Mr. Mebarki, 
director of the national office 
of wine marketing (ONCV). 
whose head office in Algiers 
has no special security in 
force, despite the large sign 
proclaiming its presence. 

Scattered among the 
wheatfields and the orchards. 
The vineyards themselves arc 
left unguarded, as is the nar- 
val pastis factory in Hadjout, 
85 kilometres southwest of 
Algiers. 

On roads heavy with traf- 
fic, both major and minor, 
security is low-key. Along a 
350-kilometres jaunt out of 
Algiers and back. One will 
-hit maybe five checkpoints, 
including the two at the exit 
and entrance of the capital. 


the production regions in 
the east, centre or west of the 
country has experienced 
sabotage, or even the threat 
of disruption. 

Last year, the 25.000 hec- 
tares or vir 


vineyards in Algeria 
produced 800,000 hectolitres. 


and exports of the 92 vintage 
brought in $50 million. 

Towards the end of the 
1970s Islamic pressure 
groups, including a group 
calling itself "Values.” suc- 
cessfully campaigned for bars 
be shut down, and for the 


to 


Devoid of any sandbags or 
barbed wire, they will be 


manned by a handful of 
Kalashuikov-toting police- 
men. exposed ro„ attack. 
Mr. Mebarki said none of 


sale of alcohol to be banned 
in restaurants within a Iwo- 
k Home ire radius of mosques. 

Values was the ideological 
predecessor of the FIS, which 
was created in March 1989. 

And in 19SG-8", fun- 
damentalists poured urine 
and faeces in the vats in 
certain cellars, ruptured 
tanks and smashed bottle 
banks. 

Nobody knows why the 
disruption has stopped, 
perhaps because, according 
to the ONCV. winemaking 
accounts for 4,000 jobs in the 
industry itself and 40.000 in 
spin-off trade. 


PLO accepts 
invitation 
to bilaterals 


TUNIS (AP) — Palestinian 
negotiators have accepted an 
invitation to attend the next 
round of Middle East peace 
talks Monday in Washington, 
where they will try to advance 
talks on autonomy with Israel, 
a senior Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) official 
said Friday. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Samir Ghosheh said 
the key issue discussed will be 
elections for a Palestinian 
autonomy council, which Israel 
has agreed to set up in the 
occupied territories. 

The two sides are expected 
to discuss the formation of the 
council , its duties and the 
mechanics of the vote, sche- 
duled for July. 

The talks are aimed at clear- 
ing away some of the obstacles 
blocking the implementation 
of the Sept. 13 accord on 
Palestinian autonomy in the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
Town of. Jericho. - • 

The United States and Rus- 
sia, co-sponsors of the. talks, 
ihave invited Israel And its Arab 
neighbours to -Washington- 
on Monday resume the next 
round of talks in the peace 
process, started in Madrid in 
1991. 

The talks, also involving Jor- 
■dan, Syria and Lebanon, were 
suspended after Israel and* the 
PLO signed the self-rule 
accord. Syria boycotted the 
.dialogue, angered at not hav- 
ing been consulted by the 
.FLO. 

■% Mr. Ghosheh said the PLO 
wants now to coordinate its 
negotiating strategy with the 
Syrians and its other Arab 
partners. 

“I think it’s for the benefit of 
all of us to coordinate before 
we go to the negotiations," he 
said without elaborating. 

Mr. Ghosheh said PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat was 
trying to convince Haidar 
Abdul Shafi. a Gaza physician, 
to continue heading the nego- 
tiating team as he did during 
earlier rounds. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi was 
angered that his team's efforts 
were upstaged by the auton- 
omy accord and announced 
earlier he was quitting the de- 
legation. 

If Dr. Abdul Shafi refuses to 
go, he will be replaced by his 
deputy. Saeb Erekat, a politic- 
al science professor from the 
West Bank. Mr. Ghosheh said. 

Mr. Arafat flew to Oslo Fri- 
day to attend the funeral of 
Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Johan Jorgen Holst, who bro- 
kered the self-rule agreement. 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 14. Aqaba 22. Humidity readings: 
Amman 81 per cent. Aqaba 30 per 
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King Hassan, S. Arabia donate to storm relief 


RABAT (R) — King Hassan of Morocco has donated $t 
million (o help victims of storms that lashed the eaten, 
Errachidia province this week the official news ^gencj _ MAP 
reported. At least four people were ktlled and ^ 
destroyed in floods caused by torrential rains last Wednesday 
MAP 'said Saudi Arabia's Deputy 
Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz also donated $500,000 for storm 

damase repairs. Saudi Arabia paid for construct ion of a new 
airpoit which went into service in Errachidia in November and 
costS13 million. Tlie sub-Saharan Errachidm province inthe 
birthplace of the Alaquite dynasty which has ruled Moroccq 
since the 16th century. 

Juppe forecasts 3 contracts with Saudis 

PARIS (AFP) — French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe has 
said that three “'major contracts’’ would concluded in the 
next few days between France and Saudi Arabia but Ire 
gave no details on their nature or the companies concerned 
Asked at the Forum RMC-l'Express about the absence of 
contracts during Prime Minister Edouard Bahadurs tnp to 
Saudi Arabia earlv this month, the minister said the tnp had 
been worthwhile — and “it is -quite necessary to have close 
relationships with that country (Saudi Arabia), which phty 5 an 
important political and economic role.” At the time ot the 
prime minister's trip, authoritative sources had said that 
conclusion of arms contracts had run up against a problem of 
financing the deals. Such contracts would relate to modernisa- 
tion of warships and to missile and radar maintenance. 


Kuwaiti wins right to sue Sabah family 


LONDON (R) — A former Kuwaiti air force officer has won 
the right to serve the government of Kuwait with an English 
high court writ claiming damages for alleged torture. Sulaiman 
Al Adsani claimed in the court of appeal he was sought after 
being wrongly suspected of leaking a videotape alleged’ to 
show a Kuwaiti sheikh in a sexual encounter. He also alleges 
he was subsequently tortured by members of the Kuwaiti 
ruling family and state agents. Three appeal court judges ruled 
that British-born Adsani, 33. had an arguable case for saying 
the Kuwaiti government was not entitled to sovereign immun- 
ity from English legal proceedings because the action involved 
an alleged breach" of international human rights laws. The 
court also held there was evidence suggesting the Kuwaiti 


government authorised, or at least connived at. threats made 
to Mr. Adsani's life after his return to Britain. The Kuwaiti 


authorities were not represented at Friday's hearing but will.be 
able to challenge the court ruling once they have ben. served, 
with the court papers. Mr. Adsani. who has joint British and 
Kuwaiti citizenship, served as a flight lieutenant during the 
Gulf war and worked with the Kuwaiti resistance during the* 
Iraqi occupation. 


Human rights official held in Mauritania 


NOUAKCHOTT (AFP) — The head of the Mauritanian 
association for human rights, which is unrecognised by the 
authorities, has been arrested for alleged incitement to 
agitation, an informed source said. Sheikh Sadibou Camara, 
who is also a member of (he executive of the opposition Union . 
for Democracy and Progress fUDP). is accused of saying that 
descendants of former slaves whose parents had lost trace of 
them had been sold. Under Mauritanian law any reference to a 


return to the country's traditional practice of slavery is 


considered prejudicial to national unity and banned. The 
for its part said Mr-.- Camara's arrest Thursday followed 
contacts he had with the human , *'rifchts organisation Agir 
Ensemble (Act Together) in condemning the conduct of the 

campaign for municipal elections* ran- Jan. 2S ( 

• - ■ 

U.S. calls on Sudan, rebels to agree to a truce 


NAIROBI (AFP) — The United States has appealed to the 
Sudanese government and rebels to agree to an immediate. 


ceasefire and cooperate with aid workers providing relief to 

b fo the country. A 


some 2.5 million starving people in the'sout . . . 

statement issued by the U.S. embassy here urged Khartoum_ 
not to launch its annua! dry season offensive against the rebel 
Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA). saying fighting 
would exacerbate human suffering in southern Sudan. “We 
call on both the Khartoum government and the SPLA factions 
to commit themselves to a ceasefire now and thereby 
demonstrate their serious intent to settle their differences 
through negotiations." the statement said. Earlier this month 
the two SPLA factions agreed in Nairobi to negotiate jointly 
with the government after talks with foreign ministers from 
Kenya. Ethiopia. Eritrea and Uganda, members of the 
Inter-Governmental Authority on Drought and Development 
(IGADD). The U.S. government is encouraged and fully- 
supported Kenyan President Daniel Arap Moi's and 
IGADD's initiatives towards a peaceful settlement of the 
Sudan conflict, the statement added. The rebels have bene 
fighting the Khartoum government since 1983 demanding 
.self-determination for the vast undeveloped south. Fighting 
between rebel and government forces, and between rival rebel . 
factions, has oficn slopped aid from reaching the inaccessible 
southern swamplands, relief officials said. 


Morocco frees Briton jailed for drug offence 


RABAT (R) — A British truck driver sentenced to four years 
m prison for drug trafficking, flew home on Friday after being 
pardoned by King Hassan of Morocco, diplomats said. John 
Jones. of Maidstone. Kent, had served 22 months of his 
sentence when he w-as freed on Thursday after receiving a 
rovaj pardon along with 1.1-14 other prisoners to mark a public 

fWinrfi 11 Hc w ?i a! 7? 5 ‘ tcd whcn security forces’ 

found 1.^00 kilogrammes of hashish inside a trailer truck he 
had been sent to Morocco to drive out of the country. He 
denied knowing that the vehicle contained drugs but was 
convicted of attempted drug smuggling. There were more than 
150 foreigners, most of them Europeans, in Moroccan jails at 
the end of last year serving sentences for drug offences. 
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Kingdom committed to 
peace decades ago — R< 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, has said Jor- 
dan was the first country in the 
region to propose a compre- 
hensive peaceful settlement of 
the Middle East problem. 

In an interview with the 
Israeli Yediot Aharonot daily. 
Prince Hassan said Jordan had 
proposed in the mid-1930s a 
plan on self-rule for the Jews 
before the establishment of the 
Jewish state, saying this idea 
might have provided a good 
framework for co-existence be- 
tween Arabs and Jews. 

Jordan, the Regent noted, 

, had launched a series of initia- 
tives over a period of 25 years 
and none of them succeeded in 
.bringing peace to the region. 
d Prince Hassan called for giv- 
ing priorities to several main 
issues in die peace process, 
including the transfer of power 
•from the Israelis to the Palesti- . 
oians in the occupied territor- 


ies and the demarcation of 
the borders between Jordan 
and Israel. 

Instead of attempting to 
hold public meetings between 
the Jordanians and the Israelis 
to discuss economic and touris- 
tic issues among others, the 
two sides should hold meetings 
on sovereignty, which b of 
concern to everyone because 
the Kingdom wants a construc- 
tive peace, he told the Israeli 
paper, in the first interview of 
its kind. 

"Based otr that, we have 
welcomed the Israeli- 
Palestinian agreement on prin- 
ciples and we calf for having 
this agreement fall within the 
comprehensive framework of 
the peace process and we 
should have a conception of 
the region as a whole," said the 
Regent. 

Prince Hassan also dealt 
with the issue of refugees 
sa yin p Jordan has received 


Regent 


three waves of refugees and 
displaced persons in 1948, 
1967. and again in 1991 as a 
■pmrlt of the Gulf war. 

The refugees of 1948 are 
asking what would the agree- 
ment on principles reached be- 
tween the PLO and Israel give 
them, he noted, adding that 
people should be made to feel 
that peace would give some- 
thing to everyone, wherever 
they are. - 

“People now realise that 
is really a useful remedy 
for everyone, provided that 
peace would be comprehensive 
in the whole region, and that is 
why we had always stressed the 
need to have a comprehensive 
peace," Prince Hassan said. 

The Crown Prince said he 
agreed to being interviewed for 
the first time by an Israeli 
newspaper “because it was im- 
portant to give our view and 
our side of the story." 


Amman police arrest 
robbery suspects 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Am- 
man Police Department Satur- 
day said it has arrested a group 
suspected of a number of thefts 
and robberies in and around 
Amman. 

Department Director Briga- 
dier Abdullah Al Habahbeh 
said that the first of the group 
to be apprehended was caught 
while he was trying to break 
into a house in Amman. 

Brig. Habahbeh said the 
man was interrogated and con- 
fessed to committing robberies 
at other homes and to breaking 
into cars and stealing there 
contents in collaboration with 
two other persons in several 
places. 

According to Brig. 
Habahbeh the suspects 
arrested admitted to selling 
some of the electrical ap- 
pliances they had stolen to 


people in Zarqa and Russeifa. 

Police retrieved the stolen 
items and arrested the buyers 
for interrogation, said Brig. 
Habahbeh. 

In another development, the 
police patrol in Amman re- 1 
cently apprehended a man whoa 
they said was sleeping in cars 
and had in his possession radio 
cassette recorders they said 
were stolen from several cars. 

He said the man. who identi- 
ty was not disclosed, admitted 
to thefts and robberies con- 
ducted with three other people 
and that they sold the stolen, 
items. 

Brig. Habahbeh said all 
those suspected as accomplices 
to the robberies were arrested 
for questioning. He said some 
of them have admitted to tak- 
ing part in the robberies and 
srealing jewellery. 


U.N. task force meeting stresses social 
development, combating poverty- 


Minister sets up 
coordinating panel 


NEW YORK (Petra) — A 
> special advisory task force set 
up by the United Nations to 
= help formulate concepts and 
’ future programmes for the Un- 
1 ited Nations development 
J i programmes Saturday con- 
| ducted its meetings in New 
B York, passing recommenda- 
| lions to the world organisation 
i stressing the need for appropri- 
j ate attention to social devefop- 
r ment, combating poverty pro- 
\ tecting the earth’s environment 
$ and helping the poorer nations 
i improve their production capa- 
f bilitjes. 

[ Her Royal Highness Prin- 
\ cess Basina is member of the 
j 15-person task force that met 
* for three days at U.N. head- 
? quarters to discuss and propose 
] programmes to deal with natu- 

I ral and environmental disas- 
ters, famines, refugees and 
other challenges fadng world 
: communities. 

. The task force has been set 
up in order to help promote 
the U.N. .role in social, econo- 
mic and environmental -issues 
around the world, according to 
U.N. sources here. 

It called on the private sec- 
tor to employ modern science 



and technology to contribute 
to development through close 
cooperation with the United 
Nations Development Prog- 
ramme (UNDP). 

Special emphasis was placed 
on the development of man- 
power in developing nations, 
with help from specialised 
U.N. agencies. 

Before going to New York 
. for the meeting. Princess Bas- 


ma. who is honourary chair-, 
-person of the Queen Alia Fund 
for Social Development 
(QAF), urged the world orga- 
nisation to corroborate its so- 
cial, economic and environ- 
mental roles around the globe 
and help build up individual 
nation's capabilities in these 
fields. 

During her stay in New 
York, Princess Basina met 
with the secretary general of 
the International conference 
on women which is to be held 
in Beijing next year. 

She reviewed with her sever- 
al issues pertaining to the de- 
velopment of women's roles 
and preparations for the con- 
ference in Beijing. 

Princess Basina, who is to 
lead the Jordanian delegation 
to the Beijing conference, is 
also expected to head the 
Jordanian women's delegation 
at a regional conference to be 
'held in Amman towards the 
end of the year in cooperation ; 
with the Arab League and the 
United Nations Economic and , 
Social Commission for West- 
ern Asia (ESCWA), to pre- 
pare for the 1995 international 
conference. 


Qatar’s Sheikh Khalifeh suggests, 
training Islamic judges in Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — Visiting 
Qatari Islamic cleric Sheikh 
Abdul Aziz Saleh AI Khalifeh 
Saturday suggested that Jordan 
open the door for Qatari Isla- 
mic judges to acquire higher 
training in Islamic judicial 
affairs in the Kingdom and that 
Qatar benefit from the existing 
Jordanian Islamic laws. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
Chief Islamic Justice Sheikh 


tzzeddin Al Khatib Al Tami- 
mi, he said Qatar would be- 
nefit from Sharia Islamic laws 
that could also be enacted in 
the future. 

Sheikh Tamimi proposed the 
creation of a joint committee ■ 
of Muslim clerics from Qatar 
and Ionian to define issues 
that emerge in handling pro- 
cedural problems related to the 
Islamic judiciary and facilitate 


matters pertaining to Islamic 
procedures of Sharia court rul- 

The Qatari official, who is 
also deputy head of the Sharia 
courts in Qatar, met with 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Abdul Salam Al Abba- 
di and discussed the rote of the 
ministry in safeguarding Aw- 
qaf property, caring for the 
mosques and administering 
orphans' funds. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Royal Decrees approve several 
appointments 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree Saturday 
was issued approving the appointment of Asem 
Ghosbeh as director of the Palestinian Affairs 
Department. Mr. Ghosheh, who was an advisor 
at the Royal Court, succeeded Adel Irsheid, 
who now serves as minister of state. Meanwhile, 
the Cabinet also decided to link the Palestinian 
Affairs Department to the responsibilities of 
Minister Irsheid. Another Royal Decree issued 
Saturday approved the appointment of Launce 
EM as as an advisor at the Prime Ministry. Ms. 
Ehlas was transferred from the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities. Other decrees issued 
Saturday approved the appointment of Ghassan 
Riyadh Al Mifleh as secretary general of the 
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities and Faraj . 
VA1 Hashem as director general of National Aid 
Fund. Mr. AI Hashem previously worked at the 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment. 

Princess Aisha visits 
policewomen’s HO 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Aisha Bint AI Hussein Saturday visited the 
policewomen’s headquarters where she was 
received by its commander, Lieutenant-General 
Hind Hammouqa. Lt.-Gen. Hammouqa bnefed 
Princess Aisha on the establishment of the 
poEcewomen’s force and its duties, rnneess 
Aisha watched military exercises performed by 
the command personnel. 

Chief of staff leaves for U.S. 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff General Abdul Hafez Mirai Al 
Kaabneh Saturday left for the United States on 
a several-day official visit. Gen. Kaatan « 
seen off at Queen Alia International Airport y 
the chief of staff of the land forces. 


Peace talks team heads for 
Washington 

AMMAN (Petra) — Several members of the 
Jordanian delegation to the Middle East peace 
talks left Amman late Friday for Washington to 
join delegation head Fayez Al Tarawneh, who 
serves as Jordan's ambassador to the U.S. The 
delegation members, Munther Haddadin, Saf- 
wan Touqan, Dureid Mahasneh and Ibrahim 
Badran. will attend meetings for heads of the 
delegations participating in the peace process 
which are due to start Monday. 


Trade minister meets with 
foreign envoys 

* 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Industry and 
Trade Rima Khalaf Saturday discussed with 
Italian Ambassador to Jordan Romualdo Betti- 
ni means to enhance Jordanian-Italian coopera- 
tion in economic and commercial fields, in a 
meeting at the ministry, Ms. Khalaf and ‘Mr. 
Betti ni stressed the importance of launching 
joint Jordanian-Italian investment projects. Ms. 
Khalaf also met with Algerian Ambassador to 
Jordan Al Hasbemi Qaddouri and discussed 
with him economic cooperation. The minister 
called for reviving a Jordanian-Algerian agree- 
ment which was reached earlier. The agree- 
ment, she said, was signed by the Jordanian 
government and was awaiting the . endorse- 
ment of the Algerian side. She said reviving the 
agreement and amending it in a way that 
conforms to the situation prevailing in the two 
countries and the region as a whole would help 
activate economic relations. Mr. Qaddouri said 
he will inform his government of the issue, 
expressing hope that Algiers would take a quick 
decision on it. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Social Development 
Mohammad Al Sqour Satur- 
day decided to set up a com- 
mittee charged with coordinat- 
ing between the ministry and 
foreign societies working in 
Jordan. 

The committee will also be 
entrusted with creating a 
mechanism for implementing 
developmental programmes in 
various parts of the Kingdom 
and enhancing cooperation 
with foreign societies in an 
effort to improve development 
programmes offered in local * 
communities. 

In addition, the committee 
will conduct studies on de- 
velopment projects of carried 
out to fight poverty and unem- 
ployment, with the objective of 
improving social and economic 
conditions of citizens. 

The committee includes 
Director of the Local Societies 
Development Department 
Hadya Al Khatib as chairper- * 
son. Director of Save the Chil- 




Mohammad Al Sqour 

dren Federation Rebecca Salt!. 
CARE organisation repre- 
sentative Munif Abul Rish. 
Director of the Near East 
Churches Society for the Relief 
of Refugees Odeh Qawwas 
and Director of the Islamic 
Relief Organisation Issa 
Bushra. 


Syrian embassy to receive 
condolences 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Syrian embassy in Amman Saturday 
announced that it wffl open a register to receive condolences on 
the death of Basel Assad, the 31-year-old sou of Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad. The embassy said the register wfl be 
open for three days beginning Sunday from noon untO 3 p-m. 
Basel Al Assad died Friday hi a car a cci d ent Ja Damasrw . 


Basel Assad laid to rest 


(Continued from page 1) 

ways felt he was one of the 
ordinary people who did not 
behave like the son of the 
president,’’ said Yousef Alia, 
30, a taxi driver. 

"Since yesterday, I have not 
eaten anything. I wish it was 
one of my sons who bad died 
and not Basel... I heard the 
news from television but I 
could hardly believe it. I felt a 
shiver I have never felt be- 
fore," be said. 

On arrival on the northern 
city of Latakia, thousands of 
young men jostled around the 
aircraft for a chance to carry 
the coffin into a hearse that 
drove it first to the family’s 
home in Kordaha. 

From the bouse the coffin was 
carried by army officers and 
the younger ^ssad’s school- 
mates to the village mosque for 
prayer before burial. 

A huge slogan outside the 
Naesa Mosque, named after 
the president’s mother, read: 
“We are all your sons, Hafez 
Assad." 

Scores of dignitaries from 
around the Arab World con- 
verged on Kardaha. They in- 
cluded Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and his top 
adviser Osama El Baz, and 
Lebanon's president Elias Hra- 
wi. Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri and Parliament Speaker 
Nabih Bern. 

Arab agriculture ministers, 
who were due to open talks m 
Damascus Saturday, said they 
had postponed their meeting to 
go to Kardaha to attend the 
funeral. 

Officials said the ministers 
would open their talks in the 
Syrian capital on Sunday. 

Delegations were also dis- 
patched by the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and Iran, while cars travelled 
in from all over Syria. 

Damascus came to a stand- 
still meanwhile as thousands of 
people paid tribute. 

Businesses, banks and most 
.government offices shut down, 
while restaurants and hotels 
declared three days of mourn- 
ing during which the sale of 
liquor will be banned. 


In Lebanon shops, schools, 
banks and government offices 
were closed in several areas, 
particularly the Bekaa Valley, 
where most of Syria’s 35,000 
troops in Lebanon are de- 
ployed. Prayers were said in 
churches and mosques. 

The Druze community in 
Majdal Shams, in the Golan 
Heights, mourned Basd’s 
dead, raising black flags and 
putting up posters of Mr. 
Assad and his son. 

On Friday, U.S. President 
BUI Clinton , who had discus- 
sed Middle East peace with 
Mr. Assad in Geneva last 
weekend, sent his condolences 
as did leaders from across the 
Arab World. 

(Israeli Radio said a 25- 
member delegation from the 
Golan Heights were to be 
allowed to come to Syria for 
the funeral and to extend con- 
dolences.) 

Basel, who headed the pres- 
idential security apparatus, 
died just five days after his 
father’s momentous summit 
with Mr. Clinton in Geneva. 

His death was not expected 
to alter Mr. Assad's commit- 
ment to negotiate a peace set- 
tlement with Israel. But it 
could have domestic repercus- 
sions. 

Sources dose to Assad fami- 
ly said Basel had been heading 
for the airport to catch a flight 
to Germany when be missed a 
turnoff and slammed into a 
barrier. 

The car flipped several 
times, injuring Basel's cousin, 
Hafez Makhlouf, 24, who was 
treated for a slight head frac- 
ture. A backseat passenger, 
the chauffeur who was to re- 
turn the vehicle to the dry 
later, was unhurt. 

Television and radio 
announcers wept as they de- 
scribed the aeddent and a 
mood of sorrow and disbelief 
that struck the country. 

A headline in the govern- 
ment newspaper Tishrin said: 
“Goodbye our golden blight,” 
Basel was awarded this title as 
Syria's equestrian champion. 
Another headline eulogised 
“the bright who departed us 
.but is still in our hearts." 


Jordan could ask Iran to 
reduce diplomatic staff 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has not 
formally asked the Iranian 
government to reduce the 
number of its diplomats in 
Jordan, but the high number 
of Iranian diplomatic staff at 
the embassy here is an issue 
of concern, officials said 
Saturday. 

The officials, however, 
emphasised that the issue had 
no political implications on 
bilateral relations and was 
more related to diplomatic 
compatibility. 

They noted that the Ira- 
nian embassy in Amman had 
19 accredited diplomats in 
addition to an ambassador, 
while the Jordanian mission 
in Tehran had one diplomat 
in addition to an ambassador. 

"This is a large disparity' 
and this has to be addressed, 
but no formal communication 
has been sent in this connec- 
tion," said a senior official 
who preferred not to be iden- 
tified. 

- Hie official was comment- 
ing on local reports that the 
Foreign Ministry had sent a 
memorandum to the Iranian 
government asking it to re- 
duce the number of diplo- 
mats accredited here at 35. 


The Iranian mission here, 
declined comment on the re-- 
ports and refereed all ques- 
tions to the Foreign Ministry. 

The Iranian foreign minis- 
try in Tehran denied the re- 
ports and also said that the 
number of its diplomats was 
also exaggerated. 

According to the official, 
most of the Iranian diplomats 
here are designated as "admi- 
nistrative” staff, a term that 
could mean anything from 
consular assistants to 
attaches. 

Ahmad Mbeideen, head of 
the information section at the 
foreign ministry, said “it was - 
possible” that the Iranian 
embassy here was made 
aware of the Jordanian con- 
cern. 

“Nineteen diplomats in 
addition to an ambassador 
mean that many additional 
security staff required from 
our side and this is a bur- 
den," Mr. Mbeideen told the 
Jordan Times. 

“This is not a political issue 
at all," he stressed. “This is 
purely an organisational mat- 
ter to do with streamlining 
the situation. " 

“Jordanian-Iranian rela- 
tions remain as strong as 
„ ever, friendly and brotherly." 
added Mr. Mbeideen. 


Jordan and Iran restored 
diplomatic relations in early 
1990 after 10 years of strajns 
caused by Amman's support 
for Iraq in the 1980-88 Iran.- ■ 
Iraq war. 

Iran reopened its embassy 
in March 1991 and appointed 
the first ambassador in. -13 
years in October 1993. 

The Jordanian embassy, in 
Tehran reopened in 1992 and 
the Kingdom's present 
ambassador, Yousef Tstan- 
bouli, took office a few 
months later. 

i - 

The Iranian ambassador in 
Jordan is Ahmad DaslamaJ- 
cfaian, who has served in 
Syria and Lebanon. 

Amman-Tehran relations 
have improved steadily afcing 
with the volume of trade. The 
two sides recently signed ,a 
memo of understanding on 
increasing trade, and Iran 
held its first trade exhibition 
in Amman late last year and 
invited Jordanian industries 
to exhibition their products in 
Tehran. 

Jordan's exports to Iran 
totalled S10 million and* its 
imports from Iran amounted 
to $5 million in 1992. Figufes 
for 1993 were not immediate- 
ly available, but a similar 
volume was expected. 


Lebanon, Jordan upgrade 
transport, transit protocol 


AMMAN (Petra) — Lebanon 
and Jordan have readied a new 
agreement on land transport 
and transit upgrading a 1965 
protocol. 

Ministry of Transport 
Secretary General Awad Tell 
Saturday made the announce- 
ment upon his return from 
Beirut at the head of a four- 
member delegation which 
negotiated the new deal. 

The agreement provides for 
general guidelines for organis- 
ing transport and transit opera- 
tions of trucks and buses, said 
vMr: Tell. , - 

‘r/rThe two sides setup a joint 


standing committee to follow 
up on the implementation of 
the agreement, study obstacles 
that could impede its execution 
and also consider complaints 
by carriers from either country 
and propose solutions to out- 
standing or emerging prob- 
lems, according to Mr. Tell. 

He said the agreement also 
provided for trade exchanges, 
in addition to amendments to 
clauses on transit and trans- 
port. 

Mr. Tell added that the 
agreement 'becomes 1 final after 
. .it has been signed by the minis- 
ters of transport in tfie two 


countries. 

Referring to the fees, taxes 
and other tolls charged, by 
either country upon the entry 
of goods and the passage of 
travellers. Mr. Tell said that 
the two sides agreed that the 
minimum rate would ■ be 
charged by both countries -but 
these rates would also have, to 
be endorsed by the two gov- 
ernments. 

Mr. Tell was accompanied 
on the Beirut trip by officials of 
the ministries of Customs* In- 
terior, Industry and Trade as 
well as the Transport Ministry. 


Environmental drive to begin 


AMMAN (Petra) — The De- 
partment of the Environment 
of the Ministry of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the Eu- 
vironment Saturday 
announced plans for a public 
awareness campaign aimed at 
educating citizens on environ- 
mental protection and said the 
drive would start at the begin- 
ning of February. 

Fawzik Ekour, head of the 


WHAT’S 
GOING ON 

The following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and place with 
the concerned institutions. 


* Exhibition by Lebanese 
artist Hussein Madi at 
Darat Al Funun of the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation, Also showing 
the “permanent” ex h ib i t ion 
of 54 Arab contemporary 
artists. (TeL 643251/2) 

* Art exhibition by artist 
Rqfa* Abu Ghazaleh and 
Mohammad Al Jalons at the 
Jordan Writers Association. 

* Art exhibition by artist 
Makram Kbaghandonqah 
at the Spanish Cultural Cen- 
tre. 

☆ Art exhibition by artist 
Omar Al Basoul at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition on the art of 
architecture at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by several 
Iraqi Jordanian artists 
at OrfaU Art Gallery (Tel. 
826932). 

FILMS S- DRAMA 

☆ Film entitled ‘‘Dial M For 
Murder” at the American 
Center at 5:00 p.m. (105 
minutes). 

* Drama entitled “The Happy 
Man” at the Phoenix Gal- 
lary for Culture and Art at 
7:00 p.m. 

•it Drama entitled “Hamlet 
Wakes Up Again” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre al 
7:00 p.m. 


department’s Information and 
Education Division, said the 
plan is designed to enlist the 
public’s assistance in providing 
protection to the environment. 

According to Mr. Ekour the 
initial stage of the plan entails 
a general survey at schools, 
community colleges and uni- 
versities to collect the views of 
students on ways and means of 
protecting the environment. 

Also a series of lectures at 
schools will be delivered by 
researchers and specialists to 
encourage students to support 
the environment project, be- 
cause students account for 30 
per cent of the population in 
Jordan, said Mr. Ekour. 

The plan, which is to be 
implemented in cooperation 


with several ministries, .also 
provides for a specialised semi- 
nar in April to discuss disposal 
of solid and dangerous waste s._ 

In June a media campaign, 
which would involve poster 
displays in schools and public 
places, lectures at various 
organisations and other activi- 
ties, would be organised by the 
department, Mr. Ekour added. 

He said the department- Was 
working on a project to include 
environmental protection as a 
subject in school textbooks, 
and special television program- 
mes would be prepared, 
according to the department 
official. 

He said a special weekly 
column dedicated to environ- 
mental protection issues will 
appear in the local dailies.' 



The Italian Language Center 

( CENTRO LINGUIST1CO ITALIAN O) 

Under the patronage of His Excellency 
the Ambassador of Italy 
Dr. Romualdo Bettini 
lmg the honour of announcing the opening of 
the new premises at Shemlsani ( TeL 669348 ) 
$ Italian Courses all Levels 
$ Italian for special purposes 
% Oriented Courses for Managers , 
Companies ( Businessmen 
$ Arabic Courses for Foreigners 
i Morning Classes 
Director & Linguistic Adviser 
Prof. Emanuele Miu&rdo 
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A two-way street 

AFTER MANY hoars of talks in Geneva last Sunday 
between President Hafez A1 Assad of Syria and his 
American counterpart Bill Clinton, the American leader 
told reporters he believed that President Assad had 
“made a dear, forthright and very important statement 
on normal peace relations" with Israel. President Clin- 
ton was referring to Mr. Assad’s assertion that if the 
Israeli leaders wished, "a new era of security and 
stability in which there are normal peaceful relations 
amon*; mI shall dawn." The buzz word in the exchange 
between the presidents is "normal relations." This has 
been an Israeli demand. They insisted, and still do, that 
if the Syrians agreed to full, normal relations with Israel, 
the Israeli leaders would consider withdrawing from the 
whole of the Golan Heights as demanded by Syria. 
Syrian President Hafez Assad bad on many occasions 
said Syria can live without the Golan. He apparently told 
Mr. Clinton that even if Israel withdrew from the Golan, 
the West Bank, Gaza and South Lebanon, normal 
relations cannot possibly be attained between a nuclear- 
armed state and its Arab neighbours. 

• Security and stability as uttered by the Syrian presi- 
dent are the prerequisite for normal relations. For unless 
3U<tbe underlying issues that characterised the conflict 
Over the past 80 years are resolved — namely Palestinian 
rights, refugees, water and a balance of power — a peace 
that would endure cannot be attained. The peoples of 
Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, particularly, and other Arab 
peoples, in general, have paid so dearly in terms of 

liman and material losses during the past 40 years that 
ijtcrmal relations will not be enough to address. Israel at 
Hie same time did not suffer as its neighbours did. It has 
always been supported economically by the West and its 
human losses were kept to minimum due to a superiority 
Ot .war also ensured by a continuous flow of die most 
Sophisticated arms technology, 
j "What Syria is saying to the U.S. and Israel is that 
formal peace goes beyond withdrawal from occupied 
territories and the establishment -of diplomatic, cultural 
and economic ties. Peace is a state of mind. And Israel 
should not try to portray its fears of Arab intentions, it is 
the Arabs who are fearful of a future Israeli dominance 
of the region. 

-; ln this regard, the Israeli prime minister cannot evade 
these real issues by threatening to call the Israeli people 
ip a referendum. That is not the answer. The Israelis, 
fljke any people, can be led to say yes or no by their own 
leaders. If their leaders prove to them that peace is 
possible, it will say yes. And the contrary is true. But 
besides the fact that a referendum in this case is illegal, 
both under international and Israeli laws, the threat is 
qbvious. Rabin would surely not go for a referendum if 
he were sure to get peace on his terms. Only the feeling 
that the process is not working to his liking will make Mai 
gqf.fco the people; to ensure a negative response. 

What Mr. Rabin and his fellow leaders in Israel need 
to recognise is that the Arab demands for stability and 
security are as genuine as his country’s. Peace is a 
two-way street not an entry only to the heart of the Arab 
hinterland. 


AeMIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’3 Arabic daily welcomed the reconciliation between 
the president of Yemen and his vice president 3s a way for 
ending for good, the differences which at one time had 
threatened to flare up into an armed conflict. Thanks to the 
quiet mediation efforts working behind the scenes, the 
Yemeni leaders are now on the right track towards bolstering 
their unity of 1990 and towards ending sources of differences 
and dispute, said the paper. While awaiting the meeting 
between the Yemeni leaders later this month one can only 
hope that the two parties keep up the good faith and that Arab* 
mediators retain the momentum of their good offices in order 
to crown the reconciliation with final success, said the paper. 
Each and every honest Arab takes pride in this happy ending 
arid over the Yemeni leaders success in overcoming their 
differences and saving their country from bloodshed and 
preserving their nation's unity, said the daily. It noted that the 
document signed by the two’ sides on ending differences and 
launching a new chapter of closer cooperation is bound to 
further enhance the meaning of unity between the North and 
the South of the country and is also bound to further give 
momentum to the process of democracy which the Yemenis 
have chosen as a path for a prosperous life. 

J'i \COLUMNIST !N A1 Ra'i draws a contrast between the 
eanhouake that hit Los Angeles in the past week and the 
constant tremors and earthquakes rocking the Palestinian 
people as a result of continued occupation of their homeland. 
!t 5 because we are used to catastrophies in the Arab World in 
general and in Palestine in particular that we sympathise with 
;h«* victims of the Los Angeles quake which killed 55 persons 
snd displaced 15.000 others, said Mohammad Qariuti. The 
v/: ; vr said that it is amazing to bear world media in general 
and :he U.S. media in particular giving so much attention to 
;he sufferings of the quake victims, but nothing is being said 
about the millions of Palestinians, the victims of Zionist 
. aggression and occupation who have been living in camps for 
j more than forty years. The Palestinians continue to suffer 
front real quakes and real tragedies caused by the Israeli 
occupation and their homes are continually razed by Israeli 
bulldozers and rockets, said the writer. The misfortunes which 
the Palestinians are exposed to are much greater in intensity 
and consequences than the Los Angeles tremor, but the 
Palestinian victims cries are stifled while those of the Amer- 
ican victims are heard loud and clear sitnply because the Arab 
blood is worth nothing in Western views under the new world 
order. The writer said that the Arabs sympathise with all the 
v, i ; ms of natural disasters but they are also looking forward 
towaid: seeing mankind sympathise with the Palestinian 
victims O: occupation. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, JANUARY 23, 1994 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Issues that should be solved before talk of peace 


THE main objective of the Palestinians in the ongoing peace 
process is getting rid of the Israeli occupation and having their 
own Palestinian state. To them, other issues are mere details. 
The major objective for Lebanon is the recovery of its 
occupied southern strip. Any further problems with the 
Israelis are negligible. The objectives of Syria are the recovery 
of the Golan Heights, and the recognition of the special Syrian 
role in Lebanon in particular and in the Middle East in 
general. Other points are not essential. 

In contrast, the Jordanian objectives, which may be clear in 
the minds of some top officials, are not dear io the man in the 
street and to a big segment of politicians. 

It is not unusual to hear otherwise informed Jordanians 
claiming that there are no serious Jordanian issues pending 
with Israel. If we decide to enter into a peace agreement with 
Israel, such agreement may be signed within twenty four 
hours, they claim. The only reason holding us back, in their 
view, is that Jordan insists on a comprehensive Arab-Israeli 
settlement. What Jordan is after, according to these people, is 
the state of peace itself and making sure that our Arab 
brethren get their legitimate rights. Such logic assumes that 
Jordan is simply another Arab country supporting other Arab 


peoples confronting Israeli threat. 

In fact, there are major Jordanian issues of crucial import- 
ance which must be settled to our satisfaction before a peace 
treaty with Israel becomes feasible, even if PLO. Syria and 
Lebanon conclude their own peace agreements. Most of these 
Jordanian issues are yet to be resolved in a precise manner. 

First, and most obvious, arc the borders. Israel occupies 
Jordanian fertile land in the north and a strip of the desert in 
the south along the Arabn Valley and near the Dead Sea. 

Second is water. Over 4(1 years. Israel grabbed most of 
Jordan's share of the water of the Jordan River and its 
branches and diverted it to the Naqab desert at the ‘expense of 
the immediate region. 

Third issue is security. Jordan needs meaningful guarantees 
that Israel will no more pose a threat to its security and 
integrity. Israel should declare that its borders of June 4. 1967. 
arc its final borders, and that it will abandon its arsenal of 
weapons of mass destruction, especially nuclear heads. 

Fourth are refugees. Palestinian refugees living in camps in 
Jordan should be allowed to return to their homeland. The 
refugees issue is not solely a Palestinian issue, it is a Jordanian 
issue of the first degree. 


Fifth is access to the West Bank. Israel is still exploiting, the 
West Bank as a captured market, which is not tolerable under 

^TTurse issues are vital. So far. Jordan did not gefbutsorne 
■indicators of the probability that part of these problems may 

be solved. . 

How can anvbodv claim that Jordan has no im^rtant 
■pending problems of its own with Israel or thmkfor one 
moment that everything is set for the go-ahead sign as soon as 
other Arab parties are ready to sign. . , _ 

As things stand now. Jordanian lands are still o^upied.Our 
fair share of water is not defined or agreed upon. lsrael did no^ 
ease its grip on the West Bank market and did not allow 
Palestinians to exercise their economic sovereignty and deal at 
arm-length with all parties. We have no commitment or 
time-table for the return of Palestinian refugees of the camps- 
Israel has not vet defined its borders or abandoned expan- 
sionist designs to become a peaceful country, free of nuclear 

and chemical weapons. . . . , 

Peace is not vet at hand, and the Jordanian track of 
negotiations did not progress sufficiently to warrant talking 
about an imminent treaty and normalisation of relations. 


New humanitarian tragedy brewing in Zaire 


By Alan Eisner 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — A major 
humanitarian tragedy is brew- 
ing in the huge Central African 
nation of Zaire where several 
million people are facing disas- 
ter as a result of internal strife 
and a collapsing economy. 

“Zaire is something of a 
forgotten country in which the 
potential for huge tragedy ex- 
ists which could drag on for a 
long time," said Nan Borton, 
director of the U.S. Office of 
Foreign Disaster Assistance, a 
branch of the Agency for Inter- 
national Development. 

The United States spent 
nearly $7 million in emergency 
aid in Zaire in fiscal year 1993 
and could spend double that 
this year. But the bill could 
ultimately run much higher 
than that if Zaire continues its 
slide into chaos. 

Zaire has been ruled since 
1965 by President Mobutu Sese 
Seko, who has treated the 
country as his personal fief- 
dom, stripping it of its assets 
and becoming a billionaire in 
the process. 

For the past two years, he 
has fought to hold on to power, 
under pressure from opposition 
leader Etienne Tshisekedi who 
has the support of most of the 
international community. The 
power struggle has paralyzed 
the country. 

Inflation last year was an 
estimated 8,500 per cent and 
the country's civic infrastruc- 
ture has fallen apart. First signs 
of malnutrition are already 


Amnesty International 
opposes forcible exile when it 
is imposed as a formal measure 
by governments against nation- 
als of their own country. 

Amnesty International has 
received countless reports of 
the forcible exile of Bahraini 
nationals from Bahrain since 
the early 1980s. At that time, 
in the wake of an alleged coup 
attempt, members of the 
majority Shiite community sus- 
pected of having links with 
Iran were forcibly expelled to 
Iran. Former political de- 
tainees and even entire fami- 
lies have testified that they 
were rounded up. stripped of 
their Bahraini passports or 
identity papers and forced to 
board small boats bound for 
Iran, even though they had no 
knowledge of that country or 
its language. Sometimes, those 
expelled were even supplied by 
the Bahraini authorities with 
false documents stating that 
they were bom in Iran and 
were Iranian citizens. 

In one harrowing case, the 
wife of a political prisoner de- 
scribed to Amnesty Interna- 
tional how she had resisted 
forcible exile with other mem- 
bers of her family, including 
her 22-monlh-old child. Although 
she was eight months pre- 
gnant. she was forced to board 
a frshine craft together with more 
than 20 other families and for- 
mer political prisoners, their 
bands still handcuffed. Ail 
were told to surrender 
Bahraini passports and birth 
certificates and were given new 
documents stating that they 
were bom in Iran. She gave 
birth shortly after the fourday 
crossing to Iran. 

Following rhe dissolution of 
Bahrain's short-lived parlia- 
ment in 1975. and in the early 
1980s. a number of Bahraini nationals 
decided to leave the country. 
Some were escaping to avoid 
imprisonment and torture, 
while others who were relatives, 
of political prisoners fled the 
country to avoid other forms of 
harassment. Some left the 
country to study or work 
abroad. A number of them 
then engaged in political opposition 
activities from Iran. Syria and for- 
mer Eastern bloc countries, for 
organisations such as the Isla- 
mic Front for the Liberation of 
Bahrain, the Bahrain Libera- 
tion From and the Popular 
Front of Bahrain. (There are 
no legal political parties in 
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apparent. 

“There’s been an increase in 
infant mortality.' Malnutrition 
is particularly affecting the old, 
The young and the poor. Three 
million people are affected, 
half of them severely," Mr. 
Borton told Reuters in an in- 




terview. 

An aid situation _ update 
issued late' last October re- 
ported tivO' strife in and ’ around the 
capital. Kinshasa, and in Shaba 
and north Kivu provinces 
which had resulted in hundreds 
of thousands of people being 


displaced. 

, During the cold war 




M 


oaring Angola. 

However, the United States 


■&i- was a key -U.S. ally f- deserted Mobutu at the end of 
Africa. His country provide the cold war and has . since 
base for U.S. ''mTeNige^Qf withdrawn its ambassador and 
gathering and was a conduit i„. cut off all aid except emergen- 
arms to be tunneled to anti- cy humanitarian assistance. As 
communist rebels in neigh- a' result. Washington has little 


Shiite Bahrainis forced into exile 


Bahrain.) 

In recent years, however, 
with some improvements in the 
human rights situation in 
Bahrain, and the changing 

g ?litical climate, many 
ahraini nationals have 
attempted to return to their 
country after years of volun- 
tary' exile outside the country. 
Those who have tried to return 
include the wives and families 
of a number of political prison- 
ers who had originally fled the 
country to escape harassment. 
Many were held for days or 
even up to a week at Bahrain's 
international airport upon 
their return, before being forc- 
ibly expelled from Bahrain. A 
number of these families have 
now been permitted to return, 
but usually after more than one 
unsuccessful attempt. 

Throughout 1995 returning 
Bahraini nationals have been . 
questioned on arrival at the 
airport about their past politic- 
al activities or publications 
they have written, before being 
returned to the country of their 
former residence on the first 
available flight. No reasons are 
given. They are given no 
opportunity to challenge the 
decision to expel them, or even 
to know the grounds for the 
measures being taken. They 
are denied any opportunity to 
appeal against the decision to 
expel them, or to challenge its 
legality through the courts. 
Those who return to Bahrain 
after long periods abroad arc 
often issued with new Bahraini 
passports — valid for one year 
only — before being expelled 
from the country'. In some 
cases, the passports are valid 
only for two or three countries, 
such as Syria, the United Arab 
Emirates or Saudi Arabia. 
These passports appear to be 
issued r-^lely for the purpose of 
facilitating their expulsion 
from Bahrain and entry to 
another country. 

Among the scores of 
Bahraini nationals attempting 
to return to Bahrain in 1993 
was Dr. Abdul Aziz Rashid AI 
Rashid, a medical doctor, who 
has been the subject of repe- 
ated measures to forcibly exile 
him from Bahrain. His first 
unsuccessful attempt to return 
to his country was on Oct. 6, 
1991. when he was held and 
interrogated for four days be- 
fore his expulsion. He subse- 
quently returned to Bahrain on 
Nov. 12, 1993. and was expel- 


led the following day to Syria 
via Kuwait. On his arrival in 
Kuwait, however, the author- 
ities refused to allow him entry 
as he had no valid travel docu- 
ments — his Bahraini passport 
had expired — and returned 
him to Bahrain the same day. 
Nov. 13. At Bahrain's interna- 
tional airport Dr. Rashid was 
refused entry once again, and 
expelled to Syria. The Syrian 
authorities also refused him 
entry and returned him to 
Bahrain, apparently on Nov. 
14. He remained confined at 
the airport until Nov. 18. when 
he was again expelled to Syria. 
On Nov. 19 Dr. Rashid ‘was 
once more returned to 
Bahrain. He remained at the 
international airport for a 
further 24 hours where he was 
issued with a new Bahraini 
passport, valid for one year, 
before being put on a flight to 
the United Arab Emirates on 
Nov. 21). 


Ahmed Hussein Akbar 
’Abbas was forcibly exiled 
from Bahrain in 1982 when he 
was stripped of his Bahraini 
papers and forcibly expelled to 
Iran. On his return to Bahrain 
in September 1993 with his 
Lebanese wife and four chil- 
dren he was reportedly interro- 
gated and beaten before being 
forcibly expelled to Lebanon, 
where he was also refused en- 
try and sent back to Bahrain. 
He was sent once again to 
Lebanon where he was given 
temporary residence. 

AI Savyid Hashem AI Mous- 
sawi, a former political prison- 
er tried in 1988. was forcibly 
exiled to Syria on completion 
of his five-year sentence in 
April 1993. On his release he 
was taken to the airport, where 
he was reportedly issued with a 
new Bahraini passport valid for 
one year. 

Badr ’Abdul Malik Moham- 
mad, a writer resident in Cyp- 


rus for several years, returned 
to Bahrain on Aug. 9, 1993. 
He was returned to Cyprus the 
following day, after question- 
ing and having been given a 
new one-year ‘passport. Badr 
’Abdul Malik hod been impris- 
oned in Bahrain on a number 
of occasions in the 1960s and 
1970s on account of his politic- 
al beliefs and activities, and 
was reportedly subject to forci- 
ble exile from Bahrain for one 
year in 1969. 

So far as Amnesty Interna- 
tional is aware, none of the 
people involved had voluntari- 
ly given up their Bahraini 
citizenship and acquired a new 
nationality. 

Amnesty International has 
repeatedly raised its concerns 
regarding the practice of forci- 
ble exile was the competent 
authorities in Bahrain, but 
although some individuals 
have been allowed to return 
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leverage over Mobutu, who', 
seems determined to hang on; 
to power at all costs. 

The United States now sup- 
ports demands by Mr., 
Tshisekedi that Mobutu give 
up control over key areas of 
Zairian affairs, starting with its 
finances. 

Privately, officials say the 
best thing would be for Mobu- 
tu to retire gracefully to some 
suitable exile. 

Gearing up for disaster relief 
in Zaire is difficult. The coun- 
try is immense, internal com- 
munications are very poor and 
few private voluntary organisa-. 
tions even have a presence. 

In addition, according to 
State Department officials, 
outsiders are wary of involve- 
ment after the unfortunate ex- 
perience of Somalia. 

“The donor community 
doesn't want to get involved 
because it looks like pouring 
money down a black hole,’’ 
said a State Department offi- 
cial. 

“Everybody blames the Un- 
ited States because we sup- 
ported Mobutu during the cold 
war. They say, 'you supported, 
him. Why don’t you get rid of 
him?’ But it’s not that easy,” 
the official said.- 

In rhe latest development, 
the New York Times reported 
over the weekend that Mobutu 
had written to President .Clin- 
ton asking for help in organis- 
ing wha^would be Zaire’s first 
multiparty elections. But in 
light of Mobutu’s track record, 
U.S. officials remain sceptical 
of his intentions. 


and settle in their country • 

again, often after more than 0,1 

one attempt, many more con- warn 

tinue to be denied that right. ta and ih« 

The government has Te- . 'tewstoaiwi 
sponded to some of Amnesty - ppshthis 
International's communica- "pfey'redoit 

tions regarding victims of ford- p*«wi'reiel 

ble exile, stating that those l 

who returned to Bahrain were . ^rikeiseia 

not in possession of valid travel i rj ble In 

documents and were therefore tam** 00 

forbidden entry “in accordance lniw!- 1 

with normal international prac- i a- 

lice”. However, this fails to JJf* 1 

take into account that states - ^ 

are obliged to readmit their , ve r 

own nationals. The fact that 
the Bahraini authorities JTn — “ 

routinely issue new Bahraini 11, Jwpt 

passports to those returning . ^ 

with expired or invalid pass- ; iCw 

ports demonstrates beyond »' 

doubt that the nationality of j • 
the individuals attempting to l " 

return is not in question. In hturi 

practice, the passports appear T* w 

to be issued with the sole pur- , ” i &>dal 5 

pose of facilitating their ford- ^ *nd Mr 

blc esile. ' , J*jBio ns 

The government’s response . T"* 

also fails to take into consid- . ran 

cration that many Bahraini , “*h 

nationals foiled to renew their ^ tardea 

passports while abroad either ' 

because they were required to 
return to Bahrain at a time 1 . w 

when they felt they would be at t. • JJ^can 

risk of arrest, torture and im- - 
pnsonment or other forms of . ^ « 

harassment, or because the 
Bahrain embassy 10 which they .•< & ifeo a 

had forwarded the passport for ‘5 ^atehon, 

renewal refused either to re- ' } 

turn or renew their passport. 

Forcible exile contravenes 
international human rights l Jy* 

standards, including the Uni- W*** 

versqi Declaration of Human . ■ 

Rights. All U.N. member > an a , 

f? te ^ ar< i ob,i .8 ed to implement f c 

the Declaration's guarantees, 
which provide that: . v ? 

Everyone has the right to i^ts 

leave any country, including . * 

his own, and to return to his Jj 

country. (Article 13 (2)). f . 

. The practice of forcible exile ’Jufs? 1 ' 

is also expressly proscribed J 
under Ankle 17 (c) of , Si? 

Bahrain s own Constitution, T',I 

which provides that it is forbid- 
den to expel Bahraini citizens 1 
from the country or prevent ! - 

mem from returning to 
Bahnun Amnesty Intemation- - - 
al 's calhng or, the government' ' 7 

or Bahrain to respect these 3 \ ^ as 

provisions and issue a public V 

declaration that all Bahraini ■ ' ; iNher 


nauonais are entitled to return 
to Bahrain. 
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L Americans, about what 
repose in exeKange for 
by important concessions 
Lg demanding from us.” 
bbinovich said. 
[Rabinovich said Friday 
' 16 U-S.-Synan summit 
Lgted the possibility of a 
{through in the peace 


idal was jreateo to create 
jdous cycle in which we 
[tapped for quite a long 
d jn these negotiations." 
gabinovich said of the 

K cycle was) in which the 
pS did not want to detail 
ubstance of peace and did 
jont to widen discussions 


on security arrangements be- 
fore hearing us expand on the 
question that interests them, 
the question of withdrawal,” 
he said. 

Israel’s response to Mr. 
Assad's post-summit com- 
ments was cool, with Mr. 
Rabin saying the Syrian lead- 
er's call for “normal peaceful 
relations” under a “peace of 
the brave" neede elaboration. 

Mr. Rabin later grudgingly 
accepted Mr. Assad's words as 
a basis for more negotiations 
but said that when a draft 
peace treaty was reached a 
referendum would be held. 
Syria said such a referendum 
would be illegal under interna- 
tional law. 


raeli troops wound 7 in Hebron 


(Con tinned from page 1) 


killings of collaborators, 

• informers one month to 
J forward, express regret 
ttorn to Islam. The mora- 
m ended Friday. 

Ur's death brought to 790 
Wnber of Palestinians kil- 
ifollow Arabs during the 
ear uprising against 
tation. Most were slain as 
Med informers. 
mus also said over mos- 
■ loudspeakers Thursday 
[ that it killed two other 
[fljnians suspected of col- 
rating with the Israeli au- 
jpes, Palestinian sources 

Ljjad Murad, 22, and Os- 
|A1 Shalabi, 29, were 
icted last Sunday night and 
t bodies discovered over- 
i Wednesday. 

itfers meanwhile opened 
m a Palestinian child hurl- 
4 ones at an observation 


post of the Israeli civil adminis- 
tration in the Gaza Strip's re- 
fugee camp on Jabalia. 

A child, a pensioner and two 
adults were wounded in the 
incident and rushed to Shifa 
fapspital in Gaza City. 

PTwo other Palestinians were 
wounded m a clash between 
Arabs and Jewish settlers in- 
downtown Hebron and later 
rushed to Jerusalem's Hadassa 
hospital. 

An AFP photographer said 
other clashes Saturday pitted 
Palestinian demonstrators 
against Israeli soldiers in the 
West Bank town of Ramallah. 

A total of 1,172 Palestinians 
have been killed by Israeli gun- 
fire since the intifada erupted 
in December 1987, according 
to an AFP toll. 


Ica Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Cairo and 
regional delegations of the 
130-year-old International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) have welcomed 1994 
in a novel way. A calendar. 

Expression of the “unity of 
values and humanitarian 
ideas found in all civilisa- 
tions,” the calendar contains 
a set of excerpts from the 
Arabic literature, whose 
meanings are also to be found 
in the human rights legisla- 
tion adopted by the Fourth 
Geneva Convention. 

Concerned mostly with 
protection of civilians in case 
of armed conflicts, the pas- 
sages are those of famous 
Arab writers, humanists and 
thinkers, like Abul Ala Aj 
Maari, Imam Ali Ibn Abi 
Taleb. Muhieddin A1 Arabi 
or Abui Baqa Randi A1 
Andalusi and preach leniency 
towards and respect for defe- 
ated civilians, prisoners and 
women. 

Drawn on glossy paper in 
beautiful calligraphy by Sy- 
rian artist Munir Al Shaara- 
wi, the intricate writings, in ■ 
complementing colours, are 
as much a delight to the eye 
as they are to the mind. 

Among extracts that teach 
forgiveness for a fallen pris- 
oner. interdiction to harm 
withdrawing enemies and 
strike him from behind, duty 
to free prisoners after the war 
and to .treat hurt enemies 
(medically) like one treats a 
dear one, perhaps the most 
poignant is that talking about 
•‘sparing plants (symbol for 
life), of Handhallah Ben Ara- 


da, that of Habib Al Fahri 
who, after conquering the . 
city of Dbii first reassured its 
population on its welfare, 
right to practise its faith and 
its material goods and. above 
all. Andalusi’s exerpt on 
separation of families during 
war. where he says separating 
the mother from the child is 
like separating the spirit from 
the body. 

The avowed goal of the 
ICRC is to live up to its 
motto: “If we cannot stop 
war. we try to alleviate the 
misery it brings about.” 

And in a world that seems 
increasingly bent on destruc- 
tion. the ICRC proves an 
indefatigable toiler, with its 
members and volunteers at 
the forefront of the conflict 
lines. 

“Every time we are witnes- 
ses of breaches of interna- 
tional law, we take action.” 
said Mu'in Kassis. translator 
at the ICRC delegation in 
Jordan. 

Pierre Gerber, ICRC dele- 
gate in Jordan, and originat- 
ing from Switzerland, the 
country where the committee 
is seated, explained that 
branches of the committee 
are set up in times of war or 
internal conflicts. 

Thus, after 1967, it opened 
offices in Jordan. Lebanon. 
Syria and after the Gulf war 
in Iraq. 

Often mistaken for a poli- 
tical or religious entity, the 
ICRC is a neutral, indepen- 
dent. non-aligned organisa- 
tion that has chosen, at its 
inception, neutrality and con- 
fidentiality. according to Mr. 
Gerber. 

Its activities are three- 
pronged: getting together 


people separated by war or 
conflicts and facilitating the 
exchange of letters and cables 
between them, visiting de- 
tainees (its mandate allows 
visit of security detainees 
only) and disseminating in- 
formation about the princi- 
ples and laws of the Geneva 
Convention. 

The last activity is done 
through specific programmes 
to get these principles known 
either to specific groups or to 
the general public. 

It entails organising semi- 
nars and giving lectures, as 
was the rase with the future 
policemen, former Palestine 
Liberation Army (PLA) 
officers, to work in Gaza, or 
the peacekeeping corps that 
left for Croatia (the last one 
three weeks ago) and which 
were told about the huma- 
nitarian law applicable in 
peacekeeping action. 

Every Thursday, according 
to Mr. Gerber, school chil- 
dren are given a lecture, in 
cooperation with the Red 
Crescent society, informing 
them on the activities of each 
member of the organisation. 

The ICRC staff, which in 
the Kingdom counts IS to 20 
Jordanians and six Swiss, and 
the expenses, are funded by 
every government signatory 
to the Geneva Convention, 
by the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent authorities in diffe- 
rent countries and by private 
donors. ' 

The yearly budget varies 
according to the need. 

In its desire to make sure 
that the provisions of the 
Geneva Convention are not 
violated and that basic hu- 
man rights are not abused. 


the committee resorts to 
means of information of 
which the 1994 calendar is 
one example. 

It is the second, as in 1993 
there was one depicting 
events in the Arab and Mus- 


lim World's history. 

This year’s calendar, prob- 
ably inspired by wars raging 
on in different pans of the 
world, stresses particularly 
on human values universally 
known and accepted. 


As present stems from the 
past and the future is based 
on the present, the ICRC 
hopes that the past values 
would be adopted by the 
present generation, sparing 
the future misery and disas- 
ter. 



One page of calligraphy in ICRC’s 1994 calendar 


i 1 ^ 

£ine says peace accord possible this year or next 

I ® T ' . «.C ,h., Madrid* we. the Palestinians Kingdom and the United Ail don't think they ate >«t .the panies? 


(Continued from page 1) 


pal of the foreign minister 
Sorway, that this is not the 
l role. This is the role of 
id and the Palestinians. Do 
i agree with that? Shouldn’t 
U.S. do niorc, sir? And did 
i not advise the president to* 
Bore when you saw'him on 
lay? 

Obviously flie United States 
■very important element in 
fag patties in the region 
Rat peace. But in terms of 
!0sk> agreement, it was an 
pement reached between 
kd and the PLO and the 
festinians. And I really hope 
1 they can work out all the 
that are needed with the 
pand support of the United 
les, and all of us, in fact. 

But yon don't want Presi- 
|t Clinton and the State 
partment to do any more in 
port to push this process 
pd than they’re doing now. 
jhat what you're telling us, 

'What I'd like is exactly the 
poate. rd like continued 
west and ..concern and the 
tit of a partnership to con- 
re to exist and manifest 
to in the difficult times 
ead at this year, very crucial 
tent. 


Q: Your Majesty, Yasser Ara- 
fat, the head of the PLO, has 
come in for some criticism on 
the way he has conducted the 
negotiations with the Israelis. 
Do your personally have confi- 
dence in Mr. Arafat? 

A: I think that this is up to the 
Palestinians to decide, his 
Palestinian constituency. But I 
have tried to advise him, to the 
best 1 of my ability, to- try to 
realise that he has a changed 
role now. He represents 
Palestinians both in the occu- 
pied territories and in the di- 
aspora. They should all be a 
part of the coming phase in 
terms of their views and feel- 
ings, particularly those who 
have endured 26 years of 
occupation; and at the same 
time, hopefully that we’U be 
able to delegate responsibility 
so that people are able to see 
progress and movement in 
dealing with the many prob- 
lems that should be addressed, 
particularly when withdrawal 
begins. There has to be im- 
mediately a qualitative change 
in the Hves of people that 
means the beginning of peace. 
Q: Do you think be has taken 
that advice that he should alter 
and change his role? 

A: I believe that essentially this 


rafat, Peres to meet again in Davos 


(Continued from page 1) 

wal was held in Oslo Satur- able.” 

)■ The money from the fund But m 
L go to the future auton- ■ Washing 
was regions in Gaza and termed ia 

.% Mr. Godal said. But U 

•Av Peres and Mr. Arafat deal tha 
U their discussions here af- accomj 

tower-level negotiations in ' weekend 
ypt last week ran into trou- State 

1 over who would control man M 
^national borders and the “Based 
t of the autonomous Jericho dearly a 
a position: 


toe two parties cannot agree 
mntrol of border crossings 
the Gaza Strip and 
ypt and Jericho and Jordan, 
t PLO is also demanding 
tools of statehood such as 
gs. to which Israel is 
tosed. . 

|he size of the future auton- 
pos area Jericho is another 
K*r stumbling block. Israel 
proposed an area of 50 
«re kilometres for Jericho, 

Pc tiie PLO wants up to six 
es that. . 

‘Tie Unites States hope 
tefc and Palestinians can 
k quick progress in their 
5 on Palestinian autonomy, 
•retary of State Warren 
Astopber said here earlier, 
to * working breakfast with 


But neither side had asked 
Washington “to serve as in- 
termediary,” he said. 

But U.S. officials were scep- 
tical that anything would be 
accomplished over the 
weekend. 

State Department spokes- 
man Mike McCurry said: 
“Based on discussions, there 
dearly are differences between 
positions on the two sides. 

Delegates, from the Israeli 
side were more positive. 

“I'm just as hopeful for a 
solution now as I was when the 
Oslo agreement was signed," 
one delegate said. 

With Mr. Peres seated at his 
side. Mr. Christopher said: 
“Clearly we hope they move 
rapidly.” 

“We’ve been urging them to 
steps ... I think the fore- 
ign minister and I would have 
common ground that anything 
that can be done to take con- 
crete steps that could be felt on 
the ground by the people there 
is highly desirable,” he raid- 

Asked if either or both sides 
have been ‘"foot-dragging. 
Mr. Christopher said: “I’m not 
going to characterise it ... rm 
going to be urging both parties 


to coinc to agreement because 

• reres, Mr. Chnstopher i *hi n k tamable progress on the 

* reporters: “We hope they 1 i“ 

v e rapidlY” towards im- *" is minister 


ve rapidly” towards im- 
“jenting the autonomy deal, 
we have been urging both 
toe parties to complete the 
Aess as soon as possible,” 
added. 

tit- Christopher also urged 
J* sides “to take concrete 
t* that people can feel on 


The Israeli foreign minister 
had an informal supper on 
Friday night with Mr. Arafat m 
a tightly guarded hotel in cen- 
tral Oslo. , . . , 

Mr. Christopher held private 

talks with Mr. Arafat on Satur- 
day morning after his breakfast 


r- peupe mu ICCI UU • . . « p._p. 

5 ground are highly desir- w™ Mr - rere! “ 


is what be has heard from me 
in the frankest possible way. 
He has also heard it from and 
is hearing it from many friends 
of Palestine, the Palestinian 
cause, and Palestinians them- 
selves. 

Q: There have been published 
reports that many Arab leaders 
are unhappy with Yasser Ara- 
fat for demanding Palestinian 
independence; Do you share ■ 
that, point. of view? 4 . . 
Aj No, I don’t share that point 
of view at all. I believe that it is 
the right of the Palestinians to 
decide what their future fate 
should be and that is a choice, 
as far as we are concerned in 
Jordan, that was made in 1974 
at the Rabat Arab summit 
when all the Arab states sup- 
ported Palestinians and recog- 
nising the PLO as the sole 

legitimate representative of the 
people of Palestine. And we 
accepted that and have sup- 
ported it ever since. 

Q: One last question on that 
point, sir. It’s been reported 
that you had issued a virtual 
ultimatum to Yasser Arafat, 
saying that he should be more 
conciliatory, more cooperative 
in the negotiations. Is that 
true? 

A: We have had recently some 
very frank exchanges, and I 
hope that they have helped. 
Certainly they have helped in • 
getting us to a point where we 
have agreement on a number 
of essential elements regarding 
, Palestinian-Jordafiian relations 
and our role in helping the 
people in the occupied territor- 
ies regarding banks, for exam- 
ple. that are in the open. 

Q: Your Majesty, the foreign 
minister of Syria, Mr. Sharaa, 
journeyed to Amman, the 
capital of Jordan, in the last 
few days to report on his meet- 
ing, on President Assad’s 
meeting with President Clin- 
ton, to your brother Crown 
Prince Hassan. Tell ns, sir, 
what did the two presidents 
agree to? 

A: I have the impression that 
the meeting went very, very 
well, that there were very 
frank talks. And I believe that 
the Syrian position has been 
made clear by President Assad 
in the terms of a real desire and 
commitment to the cause of a 
just, durable peace, a compre- 
hensive peace; but also that 
Syria is prepared to ratify a 
peace treaty when it recovers 
its lost territory and when that 
problem is solved. 

Q: Well, do you think it sur- 
prising, in view of what you 
just said, that the Israeli gov- 
ernment, from Prime Minister 
Rabin on down, has been very, 
very cautious in assessing the 
Clinton-Assad meeting in 
Geneva? They don’t seem very 
impressed. 

A: I believe that the results of 
the meeting were very en- 
couraging. This is what I ve 
heard from President Assad. 
I’d spoken to him before and I 
have heard from him since, 
and also from President Clin- 
ton, whom I had the pleasure 
of meeting ji short while ago. 


Q: So can you tell us, sir, that 
you would expect some kind of 
beginning of serious negotia- 
tions for Israel to get off the 
Golan Heights and for Syria to 
give Israel true peace in the 
next few weeks?" 

A: I hope that this would be 
the case. 

Q: Hope. But what’s your pre- 
diction? . 

. A: I don’t have all the details, 
but I believe that negotiations 
are going to begin very, very 
shortly. And I think they will 
be at much more serious and 
determined level. 

Q: Just one more on that. Your 
Majesty. Are you convinced 
that Israel, in fact, will with- 
draw from the Golan Heights 
entirely? Are you convinced of 
that, sir? 

A: I know that die Golan 
Heights are of a Syrian terri- 
tory. And obviously the ques- 
tion is territory for peace. 
That’s part of 242. But beyond 
that, how it will be worked out 
is something for the nego- 
tiators, I believe, to ascertain. 
Q: You met on Friday with 
President Clinton. Yoa have 
been critical in the past of. 
some American Presidents for 
tilting too much toward Israel. 
How do you assess President 
Clinton in that regard? 

A: I am most impressed. I 
believe that he is a genuine 
person. He has already got at 
the tips of his hands all the 
information regarding the 
area. He has studied. He's 
looked into ail the problems, 
the different points of view. 
And I believe that he is deter- 
mined to do whatever he can, 
together with the United 
States, to help bring about a 
just, honourable, lasting peace 
in our region. 

Q: Do you think he has a 
mindset that is even-handed as 
between the Arab side and the 
Israeli side? 

A: I believe he has great in- 
tegrity and he's able to see the 
different views. And the chal- 
lenge, I suppose, is to try to 
reconcile them in the times 
ahead. 

Q: Continuing to look at the 
overview, sir, is this a — have 
the Arabs and the Israelis 
embarked on an irreversible 
procedure toward peace, or 
are we at a critical phase now 
that it could go either way, in 
your opinion? 

A: As for as I am concerned, I 
am totally committed for it to 
going one way, and that is the 
way towards peace. I think that 
if it goes any other way, it 
would be the end for the entire 
region. 

Q: It would be a disaster? 

A: It would be a disaster. 

Q: Well, let me ask you this. 
Your Majesty. If the PLO- 
Israeli talks cannot get back on 
trade and there can't be a deal 
on Jericho and Gaza and the 
beginnings of Palestinian inde- 
pendence, will you sign a trea- 
ty with Israel, between Jordan 
and Israel? Can you wait fore- 
ver for the Palestinians? 

A: Sir, we started at the same 
point in time. We started at 


Madrid; we, the Palestinians 
and all the other parties to the 
conflict. Later on, Oslo saw 
the Palestinians move ahead 
and assume their own responsi- 
bilities regarding their rights 
on their soil. We supported 
that. We ratified the agenda. 
So we are moving on our own, 
really. We are looking at this 
agenda and we hope that we 
will cover all the items there. 

We have a difference, I be- 
lieve, with Israel in the fact 
that we have been invited to 
ratify a peace treaty. We would 
like to see what that peace 
treaty contains, and we would 
like to work up from the issues 
that are there to have the 
crowning achievement be the 
peace treaty. When we are 
ready and when bur efforts are 
successful and completed, I be- 
lieve we would have peace. 

Q: Would you say to us. sir, 
there is no chance of Jordan 
ever signing a separate peace 
treaty with Israel under any 
conditions if the negotiations 
on the West Bank and Gaza 
.are unsuccessful? 

A: I certainly hope they will be 
successful, and I certainly hope 
at the same time that we mil be 
able to cover the Jordanian- 
Israeli differences and prob- 
lems that beset both sides. And 
obviously there is a dimension 
that links us to the Palestinian- 
Israeli effort at this stage. I 
hope things will move, and I’m 
sure they will move. 

Q: Your Majesty, excuse me. 
It is impossible that you would 
sign a treaty with Israel with- 
out progress and some kind of 
a solution on the West Bank. Is 
that what you're telling us? 

A: Let me put it another way. I 
believe that a solution is com- 
ing, and I believe that we will 
ratify a peace treaty probably 
at the end of this year or 
maybe next year. 

Q: Your Majesty, one of the 
low points, perhaps the lowest 
points in the long and friendly 
relationship between your 


Kingdom and the United 
States, came during the Gulf 
war. Do you feel now that the 
United States should take a 
more positive attitude in trying 
to make peace with Iraq and 
Saddam Hussein, or do you 
think that's impossible? 

A: I wouldn’t care to comment 
on this particular problem. I 
certainly have worried and 
have been very, very deeply 
concerned about the fate of tire 
people of Iraq so for in their 
suffering that grows. But Fm 
sure this problem will be re- 
solved. 

Q: Are you ever in touch with 
Saddam Hussein? 

A: I haven’t been in touch 
recently. 

Q: One other point. Your 
Majesty. The Iranian govern- 
ment has sent a very large 
diplomatic mission to your 
country, to Amman, the capit- 
al of Jordan. It’s headed by an 
ambassador who was active in 
the takeover of the U.S. 
embassy in 1979 and who, I am 
told, participated in the plan- 
ning of the attack on the U.S. 
embassy in Beirut. Is there any 
chance sir, as I'm told, that you 
would like that mission from 
Iran reduced because the fun- 
damentalists who occupy that 
embassy are not for peace, 
they are against peace? 

A: Nothing has happened in 
that direction so far. And the 
ambassador is in Jordan and 
he’s behaving as an ambassa- 
dor should so far. But we are 
watching, obviously, the 
dimension of our relations with 
Iran. We would have liked 
them to be based on an agree- 
ment, clear at the highest 
levels as to where the green 
lines are, where the red lines 
are, where our differences are. 
And I hope that this will come 
at some point. But in the 
meantime, we will not permit 
our country to be jeopardised 
in terms of its internal 
sovereignty. 

Q: Are they agitating? 


A:I don't think they are at the 
moment. We haven’t seen any- 
thing that would suggest that. 
Q: Your Majesty, the United 
States secretary of commerce, 
Ron Brown, was in Cairo on 
Thursday and he said the fol- 
lowing: “The Arab Boycott of 
Israel is coming apart.” Do 
you agree with that? 

A: I think inevitably it will 
come about in the context of 
progress towards achieving 
peace. But there are several 
areas that have to be covered. 
If you talk about, for example, 
Jordan and Israel, we have to 
work out a balance in terms of 
our trade and our — they have 
a protectionist approach to- 
wards their products. They 
have denied us the chance that 
they would wish for their pro- 
ducts to come into our area. 
All these things have to be 
worked out, particularly with 
regard to the Palestinian 
dimension. But regarding fore- 
ign companies operating in the 
area, I think that is changing 
and altering in the right direc- 
tion. 

Q: Do you think that progress 
can he made there before an 
agreement, peace agreements 
are signed? 

A: Regarding outside com- 


panies? 

A: Yes. 

A: I believe it's happening gra- 
dually. 

Q: Your Majesty — excuse 
me, sir. Your Majesty, 
B.B. Netanyahu, the head of 
the Likud party, was in 
Washington this past week and 
made the statement that if he 
were prime minister, he would 
not return one inch of land on 
the Golan Heights to Syria. 
Would-you tell us, sir, do you 
think a switch in party control 
in IsreaJ would endanger the 
peace process? 

A: If this is their approach, 
obviously it would. 

A: It would. 

Q: It would yes. 

Q: Could you amplify that, sir? 
A: Well, then it would mean 
that a very serious obstacle 
would be placed in the path of 
peace. And what we are sear- 
ching for is a comprehensive 
peace in the region, which in- 
cludes Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, 
the Palestinian dimension, 
Israel, together with everyone 
else. 

Q: And Prime Minister 
Rabin's immediate political fu- 
ture depends on success, 
doesn't it? 

A: I believe that. 


The Embassy Of Italy 
Announces 


SPACE TRAVEL ^ ROYAL JORDANIAN 


YOVR OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT * LONDON * 

5 NIGHTS/ 6 DAYS UP TO 31 MAY.195W 

DEPAT URE MON/THUKS - RETURN SAT/TUES 
PRICE INCLUDES: RETURN TICKET & STAY AT ONE OF THE 

HILTON HOTELS -bed a continental breakfast. 

T HELTON OLYMPIA OR PLAZA ON HYDE PARK 
PER PERSON: IN TWIN J.D. SM IN SINGLE J.D. 605 

<3“ KENSINGTON HILTON OR REGENTS PARK HILTON ^ 
PER PERSON: IN TWIN JJD. 550 IN SINGLE J.D. 635 

$ EXTENSION OF STAY CAN BE ARRANGED # 


FOR MORE INFORMATION A RESERVATION PliASECALL US 
669069 1 669068 1 688075 OR YOUR TRAVEL AGENT. 


The opening of the Italian Language Glasses in the 
new "Centro Unguistlco I taltan o" 

Premises In Shemelsanl . 

Courses all levels 

Saturday , Monday . Wednesday 1st course 4-6 p.m. 

( Ramadan period 2,30 - 4 pm. ) 

2nd course 6-8 p.m. 

Starting day : 2nd of February 94 
Sunday . Tuesday . Thursday 1st course 4-6 p.m. 

( Pamariwn period 2,30 - 4 p.m. ) 

2nd course 6-8 pm. 

Starting day : 1st of February 94 
Students per class minimum 10 max 15 
Teachers native speakers - Communicative Approach 
Fees: 65 JD - 2 months and a half 
Entry Questionnaire - Final Test - Final Certification 
Registration up to the 31 of January 94 at 


The Italian Embassy ( Cultural Department ) 
Tel. 638185 
OR 

The C.L.L - Shmeisani Td. 669348 
Italian Classes for special purposes on request 
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Japan posts $1 20.4b 
trade surplus in 1 993 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's con- 
tentious trade surplus swelled 
to a record SI 20.40 billion in 
calendar 1993 after bulging 
beyond economists expecta- 
tions in December. 

The 1993 figure exceeded 
the previous record of Slift.63 
billion hit in 1992. 

The finance ministry said' 
Friday the nation's customs- 
cleared trade surplus with the 
United Stales alone stood at an 
unadjusted' S50.19 billion in 
calendar 199? against $43. 5b 
billion in 1992. a rise likely to 
further fray U.S. -Japanese 
trade relations. 

In December. Japan's global 
trade surplus rose to an unad- 
justed $12.93 billion from an 
SI 1.20 billion surplus a year 
earlier, while its surplus with 
Washington grew to an unad- 
justed $5.36 billion from $4.57 
billion a year earlier. 

The December surplus sur- 
passed economists' predictions 


of a surplus of between $ 11-1 
billion and $12.4 billion. 

“We were at the high raage 
of forecasts, but it was even 
higher than we predicted." 
said an economist at Tokai 
Bank. 

Economists said weak toil 
prices in December were one 
factor behind a lower-than- 
expected growth in imports. 

Imports grew a mere 0.7 per 
cent in dollar terms although 
they rose 4.6 per cent in 
volume. Exports rose 6.1 per 
cent in December to $32.74 
billion, but fell 2.4 per cent in 
volume. 

Economists said the surplus 
was still likely to decline in 
1994 due (o a strong yen. which 
makes Japanese exports less 
competitive overseas, and a 
hoped-for domestic economic 
recovery. But they said, the 
pace of decline was likely to be 
slow. 

“I think the trend will be 


/gently downward, but the 
1 rmphasis is on the word *gent- 
y."‘ said Peter Morgan, chief 
economist at Merrill Lynch 
Japan. 

A finance ministry official 
told reporters the trade surplus 
should enter a downward trend 
depending on exchange rates 
and the global economy. "In 
yen terms, the surplus has de- 
creased slightly and certain ex- 
ports have decreased in num- 
ber... it will now depend on 
currency rates and the state of 
the global economy.” he said. 

Economists and financial 
market pundits said the trade 
figures would stoke economic 
tensions between the United 
States and Japan, and could 
put upward pressure on the 
yen. 

Japan's large surplus will 
stay a problem between Japan 
and the United States, and the 
United States will keep up 
pressure on Japan. 


Beirut port revenue grows 42 per cent in 93 


BEIRUT (R) — Beirut Port 
revenue went up 42 per cent in 
1993 io 78 billion Lebanese 
liras ($46 million) as the gov- 
ernment prepared to launch a 
5240 million plan to renovate 
the facility, a port official said 
Thursday. 

Antoine Rayes. head of a 
government committee run- 
ning the port, said work would 
start in 1994 in the three-year 
plan to upgrade the port and 
make it competitive with re- 
gional ports. 

He said Beirut Port revenue 
in 1992 was 36 billion liras ($33 
million). Tariffs would be in- 
creased as of mid-February, he 
added. 

Mr. Rayes said contractors 
were given a Feb. 27 deadline 
to harid in their bids for re- 
building the port's free zone. 

The old 35,000-square-metre 
free zone is a mountain of 
rubble, its battered building 
has been demolished to make 
way for the $15 million free 
zone complex double the area 
and on which work will begin 
soon. 


Mr. Rayes said .contracts 
covering the whole of the re- 
novation plan would be 
announced this year. 

The plan also includes, 
buying new equipment, re- 
building cargo basins, con- 
structing a new quay and re- 
pairing warehouses. 

The government says the re- 
building plan will be financed 
by a 550 million European 
Investment Bank loan granted 
last November and the rest will 
come from port revenue. 

Prime Minister Rafik Al 
Hariri Thursday painted a rosy 
picture of Lebanon's economic 
recovery since he assumed 
power 15 months ago — citing 
a balance of payments surplus 
and a rising Lebanese lira. 

Mr. Hariri, who undertook 
the daunting task of leading 
Lebanon out of the ruin of its 
1975-90 civil war. told parlia- 
ment his government was 
studying a 10 -year plan to re- 
build road, electricity, water, 
sewage and telephone net- 
works. 

Officials put the cost at ab- 


out S 10 billion. 

Mr. Hariri said Lebanon has 
since the war ended secured 
$1.5 billion from Arab and 
foreign donors in loans add 
grants for rebuilding and "ini- 
tial agreement” on another 
$920 million. 

He said the balance of pay- 
ments showed a net surplus of 
more than $1 billion to the end 
of 1993. compared to a deficit 
of about $500 million in the 
first nine months of 1992. 

It was not clear if Mr. Hariri 
meant the figure covered last 
year or the 15 months since 
October 1992 when he 
assumed power. 

Central bank governor Riad 
Salameh said Tuesday that 
Lebanon had a 1993 balance of 
payments surplus of around 
$700 million and that bank 
deposits neared $10 billion last 
year. 

Rational spending and im- 
proved revenue collection. Mr. 
Hariri said, enabled the gov- 
ernment to cut the 1993 budget 
deficit to less than 40 per cent 
from nearly 56 per cent in 


1992. 

Mr. Hariri addressed pariia- 
ment before it began discus- 
sions over the next few days on 
a revised 1994 budget. The 
plans to boost 
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Analysts expect stronger dollar against European currencies 

Japanese Yen 


This article was submitted by Naser Nabulsi, private 
client group, Merrill Lynch-Dubai 


Overview 


Fundamental View: The dollar has paused against the Deuts- 
chemark and pulled back against the yen in recent days as 
market participants push back expected timetables for monet- 
ary easing by foreign central banks. We continue to look for a 
stronger dollar against European currencies, particularly since 
it now appears that the U.S. economy posted 6 % growth in the 
fourth quarter while economies in continental Europe remain 
weak. We are looking for the dollar to reach the DM/USD 1.80 
level in 3 months and to trade at the DM/USD 1.85 level 
around midyear. But the yen should remain surprisingly 
resilient this year, supported by large current account sur- 
pluses and a move towards fiscal stimulus. Our 12-month 
target for the yen is JPY/USD 105. 

Technical View: Al! in all, the week ended Jan. 14 was mixed 
for the U-.S. dollar as the greenback rallied against three of the 
six currencies we regularly discuss and fell against three. 
However, the dollar's best gain (1.3%) came against the 
Deutsche Mark, allowing the dollar index to post a 0.6% gain 
for the week. Both short and medium term sentiment readings 
for the dollar are overbought, and with both short and medium 
term momentum indicators for the index apparently peaking, 
much further upward progress would seem unlikely. This, 
coupled with the proximity of potentially important resistance 
at 97.50-98.00. further suggests that a top is near. Thus, the 
medium term outlook continues to favour the currencies. 
Nearby support is just above 94.00, with benchmark support at 
90.29. 



Signing endloss agency 
contract 


Al Zohaifi, the general agent of Endloss products for 
the Middle East signed an agency contract for the 
Jordanian market with Ghazi Dodin Trading Estab- 
lishment. Seen in the picture are Mr. Ghazi Dodin. 
Mr. Na'em Dodin and Mr. Yehya Al Zohaifi. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



Tm not wearing this stupid camera! If 
you don’t trust me when I work late, 
that’s your problem!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

I by Hrnrt Arnold and MHo> ArpMon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to term 
tour ordinary words. 


May l see you after the show? | 

Y 


LIBEE j 


ni 

□□ 

_u 


LAI 

“AN 

j 


_ 

ID 



l-.yjTiW*! 


■ 

■ 

• 

■ 

■ 

■ 



T 

HEESE J 


1 

□ 


WHEN THE 

SCOUNDREL PANGED 
WITH THE 

BALLERINA, IT VVA 5 — 


I 


1 


Now arrange the circled totters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Printanswerhem: Q]%X3 HI XJ 


Saturday's 


Jumbles: BILGE TRACT 


(Answers tomorrow) 
CLOUDY UNWISE 


Answer How the frugal shopper made her purchasing 
decisions — 'CEWTS-IBLV 


Fundamental View: The dollar has pulled back to the 
JPY/USD 110.8 level as market participants have begun to 
question whether the Bank of Japan will ease monetary policy 
again. The view that Japanese policy will shift from monetary 
to fiscal stimulus has raised supply concerns in the bond 
market, but helped boost the yen against both the dollar and 
European currencies. We think that, even with a move toward 
fiscal stimulus, the Bank of Japan will still cut interest rates 
again sometime in the near future. But the timing of the next 
move is certainly open to question. There is little doubt that 
the economy is in need of further stimulus. Tokyo department 
store sales fell 7.6% from a year earlier in December, capping 
an unprecedented second straight year of declining sales. 

.- Inventories remain high in the manufacturing sector, sug- 
gesting further production cutbacks ahead. Even though U.S. 
growth is outpacing Japan's by a wide margin, we still expect 
the yen to rise again as trade and current account develop- 
ments overshadow interest rate and business cycle factors. We 
look for the yen to trade at the JPY/USD 105 level in 12 
months. 

Technical View: The Japanese yen gained 0.8% against the 
U.S. dollar last week. At present, short term sentiment is 
essentially neutral, while medium term sentiment remains 
oversold. Last week's rally was enough to penetrate the 
downtrend channel that had been in force since the December 
high; however, the post-November downtrend remains — at 
least to this point — intact. Short term momentum has 
bottomed, and medium term oscillators appear to be bottom- 
ing, so that post-November trend may be in its late stages. 

We continue to believe that the yen's weakness since last 
July is a counter trend mover norma] reaction support is 
indicated in the 113-114 4/US $ range and almost certainly not 
beyond 116-117. A penetration of that latter level would 
weaken the long term uptrend and imply a fell retracement of 
the 1993 rally. Nearby resistance is 108-109. 


exporters. 

We are forecasting pound depreciation to US/: 1.46 in 12 
months as U.S. short-term interest rates rise by 50 to 75 basis 
points by the end of 1994. 

Technical View: The British pound was virtually unchanged . 
versus the U.S. dollar during the week ended Jan. 14 and 
continues to trade within a 1.47-1.51 US/: range. Both short 
and medium term momentum oscillators are showing signs of 
strength. Short term sentiment has improved to neutral and 
medium term readings are oversold. Our long-standing 
support-resistance parameters remain unchanged: A break- 
down through $1 .46-81.47 would imply a potential test of 
important long term support at $1. 40-SI .42, while a rally 
through $1 .55 would set the stage for a challenge of long term 
resistance at $1.60. Despite overbought momentum, the DM 
cross-rate broke through 2.59 resistance. While this nominally 
allows for follow-through to above 2 . 68 , momentum remains 
overbought. 


Deutscbemsrk 


Pound Sterling 


.Fundamental View: The British pound remained near its 
six-month high against the Deutschemark, trading at DM/: 
2.60. At U.S./: 1.49, die pound has held fairly steady against 
the dollar over the past three months. We have revised up our 
DM/: forcast, expecting an appreciation to DM/: 2.65 in three 
months and Dm/: 2.70 at six- and twelve-month horizons. Our 
projection of further pound depreciation versus the DM is due 
to our expectation of above-trend 2.7% growth in the U.K. 
this year compared to 0.5% in Germany, and our expectation 
of a further 175 basis point decline in short term German 
interest rates by year end. 

Recent evidence of buoyant consumer spending and a much 
sharper than expected fall in December unemployment has 
given rise to expectations that the UK government will decide 
against an early cut in interest rates. We believe, however, 
that a SO basis point cut will come in the second quarter of this 
year to offset fiscal contraction. If the pound rises much 
beyond the DM/: 2.70 level, the Bank of England would be 
pressured to cut rates to protect the competitiveness of UK 


Fundamental View: After surging to the DM/USD 1.75 level 
in response to upbeat data from the U.S., the dollar has pulled 
back to the DM/USD 1.74 level. The Bundesbank may be 
taking a cautious approach to easing since monetary growth 
remains above its target range and recent inflation data has 
been a bit disappointing. But the inflation outlook is excellent, 
especially if the recent wage agreement in the chemical sector 
sets a pattern for other settlements. The chemical agreement 
granted an effective increase of only 1.5%. Germany's 
economy remains weak, in contrast to the U.S. economy 
which may have expanded 6 % in the fourth quarter of 1993. 
German industrial production fell by 2.1% in November to a 
new cyclical low, suggesting that the economy is faltering again 
after two p osi t i ve in 1993. TfrewestGerman economy 
contractedT'9%' inI993. the sharpest decline in output since 
War II. „ 

We continue to look for German 3-month money rates to 
fall to 4.0% or less by the end of this year compared with 
5.75% currently. We maintain our 12-month target of DM/ 
USD 1.85. and expect the dollar to reach the DM/USD 1.80 
level in 3 months. 

Technical View: The Deutschemark fell 1.3% versus the U.S. 
dollar last week, making it the weakest of the six major 
currencies we most regularly monitor. Both short and medium 
term momentum appear to be in the process of bottoming, but 
have not yet done so; a rally back through 1.73 DM/USS 
should be enough to accomplish that task. 

In the meantime, both short and medium term sentiment 
readings are oversold, bolstering the argument that a currency 
jow may not be that far away. Resistance for the currency is 
indicated at 1.65-1.66. with important support indicated in the 
area of 1.755. The mark/ycn cross broke below 64 last week. 
Both short and medium term momentum are weak, and this, 
plus potential medium term strength in the yen. suggests that 
the conditions for a second leg of decline in the cross rate — 
with a possible test of the August lows below 60 — arc in 
place. 


Peanuts 


THIS 15 TUE BOOK I HAVE TO 
READ FOR SCHOOL. . I WANT 
YOU TO READ IT FOR ME.. 


YOU MEAN l'M SUPPOSED 
TO READ IT WHILE YOU J05T 
5IT HERE AND LISTEN.. 




Andy Capp 




!Kfis3MBS 




y HiMMittt— HDTBAD/ ITS 
'A PRETTY SHELL eeSTUMe 

I tor fcrthe.wttv-at 



government plans to 
spending to 4.669 billion liras 
($2.74 billion) from 4.194 bil- 
lion liras ($2.4 billion). 

He said commercial bank 
deposits of resident Lebanese 
ptcw to more than $5.7 billion 


grew to more _ , 

by December 1993 from $4.4 
billion in September 1992. He 
said deposits from expatriate 
Lebanese rose 42 per cent in 
the same period but did not 
give a figure. 

The premier said interest 
rates on treasury bills fell to 17 
per cent in the end of J993 
from 34 per cent in September 
1992. 

The Lebanese liras, which 
reached a low of 2.7511 to the 
dollar in the summer of 1992. 
continued its steady but slow 
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recovery, closing at j*, 

Thursday. 

"The monetary and rJ 
stability which toegw JJng- . ^ P 
was able to achieve dt^ - :,,i 

past year... is the 
and supports the 
taken to boost the 
and achieve com,-, 
growth.” Mr. .Hariri i- 
liament. 

The Lebanese Bj, 

Association has forec^ 
private sector activity ■„ JjJ «; tjtfi 
would be enough to ensj, CW° ks 
growth in gross domes* 
duct of eight or possibly r ea^jl . 
cent. 

The billionaire prime * 
ter has paid $125 mjHiofl ^ ffindiO- 
shares in the $ 1.8 J 

pany. Solidere, that ^ 
build war-shattered Ctf 
Beirut. The company's] 
million share offering, oq 
the Middle East's biggest 
over-subscribed. 
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Germany unveils action 
plan on jobs, growth 


ii 








„-l— * m * 


BONN (R) — The German 
government has agreed an "ac- 
tion programme for more 
growth and jobs" which aims 
to stimulate economic recovery 
and cut unemployment by 
slashing regulations and priva- 
tising state services. 

The 30-point plan proposes 
removing some long-standing 
shack lesion business, including 
a state monopoly on employ- 
ment agencies and a law limit- 
ing the discounts which retail- 
ers can offer customers. 

Both will be scrapped if the 
iposals by Chancellor Hel- 
rt Kohl's* Christian Demo- 
ns and their Free Democrat 
:rs become law. 
ie president of the Federa- 
Ton of German Industry 
{BDI). Tyll Necker. earlier 
forecast a weak recovery as the 


German economy pulled eu 1 
its worst recession since Wn l 
War n. ! 


Mr. Necker told jounuig 
in Frankfurt that growth 
only come on the export fa 
as industry benefited from i 


mark's depreciation against 
dollar, the yen and other Em 



pean currencies and from t 
U.S. recovery. 

The government will pre* 
proposals by the minima t 
allow private companies ui l 
nance, build and run m 
motorways and charge mota 
ists fees for using them. 

Finance Minister The 
Waigel said the plan would n 
leacTto an additional drain 
the federal budget, which hi 
shown steadily rising defid 
since Germany united fa 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JANUARY 23* 1994 

By Thomas S Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
good time to express your most 
extroverted qualities which could 
lead to unexpected success. Take 
stock of the obstacles thsii sire 
standing in vour way and take 
positive steps io gain your petals. 


ARIES: (March 21 Io April !<J) 
Begin ihhi day in such n fnsbiorT 
that you become an inspiration 
to all that you meet mi ihal they 
will have the utmost respect for 
you. 


TAURUS: (April 31 Ui May 3>1 
If you exude confidence and 
pride in yourself you will be able 
to gain the rewards .and favours 
that you would like in return 
from others. 


attention of those persons yut 
have a real liking and adnriraiiua 
for greater happiness. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Study of the finest 
methods of operation wffl reveal 
a better direction whicbyuu can 
develop to your advantage in the 
future. : . 

SCORPIO: (October 23 tJ 
November 21) You have an ex- 
cellent opportunity now w jhn*' 
others how well a friend and 
companion you are to key indi- 
viduals. especially your loved 
ones. 
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US. Dollar 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
While you may not appreciate 
the duties and projects which 
others have placed upon you. 
you might as well get them over 
with good cheer and hurmonv. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) New procedures and 
methods come to your attention 
today which will allow you to 
increase the harmony and good 
will that is present. ' 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 1 
Rely on updated methods under 
which you on draw upon in 
planning future activities today, 
since they will stand you in goiid 
stead for davs to come. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Show your consideration 
to others and you will attract the 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
io December 21) You are tm 
highly inspired to assist when 
with any problems that mar A- 
velop and this will indtrccllybdfi 
you enormously. 

CAPRICORN: (December - w 
January 20) By listening to the 
wise words of authorities and 
bigwigs you will be able id ikncc 
a method of operation which w® 
provide you with sococ»>. j 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 w ' 
February 19) It would he wfcc kx 
you to consult knowledges!* 
individuals who can assist ymi * 
project you arc involved in in ftf 
the post from your labour. 

PISCES: (February 2u to Mjfd> 
20) Get in touch with associate* 
and higher-ups about the hh*i 
efficient methods to get your 1*4 
completed and enjoy the remain- 
der of this day. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


by George Unpjfcvtt 


ACROSS 
t Back t*fk 
5 Experts* 

9 WJrw bucket 
T3 Brtttth 

of 

okt 

14 QuaJfflwJ 

15 SurHirtod brick 
1BCz*£ftrtv«r 

17 Mkteay 

18 Pitcher Ry*n 

19 ’dock 
sehotor" 

20 — dam 
cftowder 

22 Mott wr to s* can 
24SKW 
25 Captni ham 
28 Occur 
33 Viewpoint 
38 MusKal sound 

38 Hodgepodge 

39 Ftyfcip prefix 

40 Electric um 

41 Wlde-«noutfied 
l»r 

42 Ocean hazard 
*3 Oti, wo#] 

44 Taken out 

45 PLO leader 
47 Underworld 
49 Meadow 

Si — Pirit, Ceto. 
54 — md cabbage 
80 Engrossed 
62 Lend — (Gatpn) 





8 Doctrine 

9 Celebrity 

10 Safi drink 

11 Abba of Israel 
l 2 T«r 
15 Outraged 

.... 21 Anpotruod 

28 Caw*! phno* 

BsSS? 27 Pantateuen 
?9 r- potatoes 

66 DivtsdSe by (wo 


87 Pianist Peter 

88 Queen of 
heaven 

89 Tafi grass 

70Aufaorzane 


DOWN 

1 location 

2 Helped 

3 Shertnand 
expert 

< Beef — 

5 Fkn-teabvai city 

8 Woodwind 
7Sh<ggisft 


30 Statuesque 
31-01 Pinea 

32 N 'tii*nwna's 
land 

33 PoetTaasdate 

34 Cumting took 

35 Length times 
width 

37 Spice acronym 
40 Doomed 
" — Plaines, m. 
4« Watchful 
48 Protect 
80 Doubleday oi 
bored 
52 Raring to go 
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SlrfiXfH 
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gnnn nnnn rronnfl 
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^rannn nnnn 
ngnnm nnnn noG 
nnonn nnnn nn, t p 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnpg 
nnnn nnnn nnnnfl 
nnn nnnn nnnnfl 
nnnn nnnn; _ 

^S^nnnnnnrcnnnnn 

nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
l nnnn siflQE 


83 Seed Un 

84 Ready money 
58 In the past 
56 Bring up 


SrZototwB** 
WH 00 **"® 
59 Fence*? B* 1 * 
81 HNeflO* - 
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G.M.’s Adam Opel maHp 
significant loss in 1993 

FRANKFURT (R) — Adam OmI ‘ a ** r 

( -°® *■'■« cm „S; 

chafes had forced n mo a significant toss in 1993 1 

bUrdens indudcd 160 motion 
; Stortoig- 5 ^ f associated with short-time 

* payments and early retirement had cost a 

fiutlwr 350 million marks ($200.1 million) and currency 
g**"* 380 million ($217.2 million), ft 

‘SST 1 M^Europcanoperationasawhole 

rw made a 1992 profit ° f 202 -e> st 

-■ae German w maker said its 1993 turnover fell to around 
?^S°wltor ES S12 ' 6 bl ,on ^ from 29 2 billion ($16.7 billion) 

I *. said tbededine was due to a drop in new registrations and 
the impact of model changes involving the Corsa and Omega 
..fl? thewmdmg down of the Senator model programme. 

." • bl ,on marks (5740 million) in 1993, 

up slightly from 1.23 billion ($700 million) in 1992. 
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||j. Dollar in International Markets 


.Curreocj 

1 

’ 

New yoxb 
CtOM 
20/1/94 

wcw yo*fc 
C<ojc 
***21/17.94 

'Sterling Pound 

1.4968 

1 .4927 

Deutsche Mark 

1.7376 

/.7542 

Swiss Franc 

1.4545 

1.4685 

French Franc 

5.9125 

5.9565 

Japanese Yen 

111.37 

111.60 

Foropnn Current llnit 

1 . 1096** 

IKSS9HI 


l Ml Prr SHI 

Kwpran (ipcRiNg I" It** ».m. I5MT 


'Ewoeuiraicr Imarest Rates 


Data: 21/1/1994 


Curreocj' 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

UJE. Dollar 

3.00 

3.12 

3.25 

3.56 

Sterling Pound 

5.35 

5.31 

5.25 

5.18 


6.06 

5.81 

rn^Wi 

5 .31 

Swiss Franc 

briM 

3. 88 

3. 75 

3.56 

French Franc 

6.46 

6.34 

6.00 

5.54 

Japanese Yen 

2.18 

2.06 

1.93 

1.81 

European Current) Unit 

6.56 

6.25 

6.06 

5.56 


ISWlwS bW nln rnr aamM- rundwc I -S. I 

Ce utra l Bank of Jordan Extftanpe 


Vttm> l.eoo .ww or eqomlesL 


Data: 22/1/1994 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U-S- Dollar 

0.7050 

0.7070 

^terting Pound 

1.0509 

1.0562 

Dcmsche Mark 

0.4015 

0.403S 


0.4800 

0.4824 

Frekch Franc 

0.1183 

0.1189 

Ja^aoesc Yen 1 ' 

0.6313 

0.6345 

batch Guilder. 

■ 0.3587 

0.3605 

S^e&sti Krma 



Italian Lira 0 

0.0413 


gdglan Franc 


i 

‘■Pel- IBS 


A, Other Currencies 


Dm: 2Z/T//99-# 


Curreocj 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.8500 


-Lflfanese Lira 5 


0.041585 

SMHii Riyal 

0.1*77 

‘0.1885 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3500 

2.3650 

Qalari Rival 

0.1914 

0.1923 


0.2050 



IBUSSi 

1.8240 ■ 

> 7 

UAE Dirham 

0.1914 

0.1923 

Greek Drachma 

0.2795 

0.3025 ’ 

Cypriot Annul 

1.3210 

1.3660 , 


Jordanians lose interest in trading Iraqi currency 
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COMPMIT-S MKB 

TRACED 

nuev. 

9PBNZNC 

CLOSING 



VOUMS 

XOSIVQ 

MCE 

nua 



JS 

PRICE 




ABU wm 

389,810 

190.300 

191.000 

191.500 


JOBIWa HATIOWU, DAKK 

M1.1M 

6.990 

7.050 

7.340 


SAW or J0WAV 

IfTDOLB CUT IHVESTKCfT BAMS. 

9 , on 


4. BOO 



13,611 

3.100 




ZBOUIOtllU. BBVKLOPISBT MMX 

31,0*0 

3.130 

3.150 

3.190 


THE'Boasinc BUB 

44 A. 874 

3.900 

3.930 

3.200 


JOJtDAJf EUKAZT BAMS 

221,1X9 

3.320 

3.220 

1.330 


JOSOMi COCf BAMS 

378.314 

1.8M 

1.890 

1.980 


jamu ISLAMIC BAHX 

£3,819 

4.790 

4.750 

4.840 


tWIOT BAMS rem SAVING L IHVIA1H1JI1 

9»o 

i.oco 

1.000 

3.000 


B05IHBSS BA» 

34,709 

4.300 

4.200 

4.150 


johum xbvbsthxkt <■ riKArtci hams 

3.190 

7. SCO 

7.500 

1.500 


mni bams ptw avunmiT 

479.982 

1.970 

a, no 

2.010 


AKAH BAMS SIM CORPOnA-naV/JOMMB 

489 

4.7Q0 

4.850 

4.850 


PHILAOXLMIA 1BVT1TWEHT BAMS, 

1X4,031 

3.490 

2.460 

2.4*0 





l.JJO 

3.3- 


OUITBD nUDRABCE 

1,396 

3.190 

1.390 

3.190 


JOSAH ntEBCH lKBSTHABCe 

£3, AOt 

3.940 

3.980 

1.750 


'UBZVUBAL JKSOBAXCZ 

373 

1.790 

1.890 

1.860 


PMtUfiBLPetA lUSUBANCe 

7.»»0 

4.390 

4.540 

4.390 


JOMWLHIM RtCBlC POVCS 

•87.743 

2.490 

3.450 

3.480 


vtuinrs owims pbsebatjoh 

33,803 

7.300 

7.500 

7.400 


ABU TBXXnMinaHAL UOCSLS 

1.007 

4.89a 

4.800 

4.800 


JURDM KATIOBAL SRIP7J9C UNE3 

36,779 

2.100 

2.100 

3.100 


jpbm« Totmim a spa cotnzx 

37.071 

0.880 

0.880 



jtatical pobitolio naiuim 

38,019 

4.D70 

4.010 

4.110 


BBAS. ESTATE IHVtrmMT 

4.973 

1.100 

1.700 



jomiab mrrMATio.AU thadibc cnrrm 

b.27i 

l.*lo 

1.950 

1.520 


MkCmKMa BOOtP. BZBTXHC A HAtaTEKAJart 

2.830 

1.130 

1.140 



miXTEU KHJOLE BAST t. CCnWOU MOTKU3 

14.998 

3.310 

2.100 

3.320 


ABU SVTZR- PQH EBUESTMEXT S EDUOITIOB 

42,334 

3.480 

3.500 



tnugm 1 coasr. katekuu mumcsaiin 

11,310 

1.110 

1.740 

1.740 

l 

TUB JOHOAM CZMHIT FACTOR IBS 

104,877 

3.10a 

3.10S1 


t 

jcmdah PETaoUm Urmia 

19, 940 

10.1*0 

10.400 

10.400 


Boauil SBDDSTBIES 

339 

2.330 

2.330 

2.350 


THE XBDDSTR1 AL COHHKBCIAU A ACUCSUUAAL 

7.116 

7.S40 

1.500 


5 

.TUB JCHDAB W0VSTED KILLS 

44,393 

13.330 

11.400 

11.300 

ARAB PKAnKACBSrnCAL KAWfTACTumKC 

79.448 

8.400 




■ JORDAM CBKAK1C IMMSTKIES 

3.930 

9.900 

6.100 



SOSDAH DM PY 

7*3 

3.700 




MKUUf PAPCB S CSABD BOARD nCMBIBS 

6.910 

4.400 

4.400 



abu anaacAl. bbtebdewts anoBraixs 

43,223 

19.000 

19.210 



spitmnc s wtAvme 

8.449 

3. SOS) 

2.800 



RATZA nffiUStUTSS 

940 

2.400 

2.400 

2.400 


JORDAN CLASS lUXUTRIES 

12.499 

0.3B0 

0.380 




11,396 

19.800 

17.000 


• 

XRAB INVBSTMOfT A IBERBATTOBAL TRAP- 

19.131 





ABU M-TMUJIUH JHUUS HU 

38.919 

10.200 

10.200 



ARAB PAPES CONVENT INC A TKAOING 

4.339 

1.570 

1.970 



JOSBAH MEDICAL OCMSPOftATZOa 

774 





KATIORAL STEEL IKHUTU 

1,030 

3.300 

5.100 



IHTERMBBUre PCIBO-aiEKICAL IKODSTSZES 

3.209 

3.330 




JORDAN nOdCUOOL INDUSTRIES 

3,380 

3.190 

2.200 

■ 7 


DNIVEBSAL CHEMICAL ZMDaSTBZES 

1.878 

7.430 

1.450 



ALADDIN raWSnUBB 

13.932 

4.7SJO 

4.400 

9 . - fl r 


JCdDAN INDUSTRIES £ MATCH /JtNCO 

7.993 

1.230 

1.220 

1.310 


JORDAN PRECAST SSBHJSETE INDOSTAX 

720 

0.3*0 




NATIONAL CABLE £ HIRE MUnTPACniBZJU 

33.144 

7.830 

7.810 

7.900 


'JORDAN SULPUO— CBDtlCALS 

4.913 

3.400 

3-550 



ARAB Lima TOR PI1AHM. £ CHEMICALS 

11.200 

3.390 




JORDAN KUWAIT CO. FOR ACM. £ FOOD PKOO. 

3.110 

1.100 

1.300 

1.290 



742 

2.330 




UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

105.034 

3.700 

5.740 

m 


flRABB TOTAL 

4,098,332 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The already tow 
trading in Iraqi dinars in the- 
local market has completely! 
dried up. with speculators 
, hanging on to their holding of 
the embattled currency, which 
has plunged to an all-time tow 
against the U.S. dollar. 

“There are no buyers and 
sellers of Iraqi dinars in Am- 
man.” said a dealer. “People 
here are taking their cues from 
Baghdad, where no one is 
dealing in the currency any- 
more." 

Reports from the Iraqi capit- ■ 
al said Saturday that the black 
market rate was 190 dinars to 
the American dollar compared 
with 160 to 170 dinars two 
weeks ago. The official rate 
remained $3.2 to the dollar. 

“The situation is pathetic." 
Marwan AI Alami of the Ala- 
mi Exchange House said. "We 
were expecting this to happen 
because of the deteriorating 
economic situation in Iraq." he 
was quoted as saying by the 


Associated Press. 

But bankers who keep a 
close watch on the Iraqi eco- 
nomy said the plunge was 
mainly brought about by spe- 
culators who gambled on in- 
vestors' shifts against the back- 
drop of receding chances of a 
quick easing or lifting of the 
international sanctions against 
Iraq. 

It was earlier expected that 
there could be an easing of the 
sanctions before mid- 1994 af- 
ter Iraq accepted long-term 
monitoring of its weapons 
programme as part of ceasefire 
resolutions at the end of the 
1991 war over Kuwait. 

But Rolf Ekeus. head of the 


U.N. Special Commission 
charged with eliminating Iraq's 
long-range weapons program- 
me, said last week thai he 
would not be able to certify 
that Iraq was fully abiding by 
the Gulf ceasefire resolutions 
before the end of the year. 

Mr. Ekeus' comments, cou- 
pled with similar comments by 
the U.S. representative ' to the 
U.N.. Madeline Albright, 
appeared to deal a severe blow 
to Iraqis' hopes of an end to 
the economic plight caused by 
the sanctions. 

Another element in the 
- plunge in the value of the Iraqi 
dinar was also uncontrolled 
distribution of locally printed 


currency without central bank 
cover. 

“We should not forget that 
the Iraqi government has been 
flooding its money market 
with locally printed currency 
without sufficient reserves.” 
Mr. Alami said. 

In the local market, the last 
quote for the Iraqi dinar, one 
week ago, was 5.5 to six fils 
each before interest in the cur- 
rency dried up altogether. 

"Those who have Iraqi di- 
nars are holding on to it hoping 
that the plunge is only tempor- 
ary and it is only a matter of 
time before it recovers." said a 
banking official. On the other 


hand, he added, those who 
may have an interest are fear- 
ful that the plunge could be 
permanent. 

Some analysts expect the 
Iraqi dinar to go down to 200 
or 225 dinars to the dollar, a 
rate they believe is more realis- * 
tic in view of Iraq's monetary 
situation. 

But others contradict the 
view, if only because no accu- 
rate figure is available on the 
status of Iraq's currency and 
gold reserves. 

"There can be no prediction 
on the course of the dinar with 
any degree of accuracy." said 
the banking official. "No one 


knows how much reserves Iraq 
is left with and no one knows 
when and how Iraq might be 
able ro raise more funds." 

According to Iraq-watching 
diplomats, the dinar could go 
■ up if Iraq agrees to the U.N.- 
offered one-time sale of oil 
worth SI. 6 billion to pay for 
U.N. costs and for humanita* 
nan needs of the Iraqi people. 

But Iraq has been steadily 
refusing ro accept r he offer.- 
There is no indication whether 
Baghdad would change its 
mind in view of the expecta- 
• tions that the sanctions would 
not be even eased before the 
end of the year. 


China’s rural unemployed number 140m 


BEUING (R) — China has 
said almost one in three of its 
rural workforce, or about 140 
million people, was unem- 
ployed. 

The People’s Daily quoted 
Labour - Vice-Minister Zhu 
Jiazhen as saying the country 


had a rural workforce of 450 
million, accounting for 74 per 
cent of the national total, but 
only 93.4 million hectares (231 
million acres) of arable (and. 

This land provides work for 
only 200 million at most, with a 
further 110 million employed 


in rural industrial enterprises 
and services industries, he 
said. 

An army of unemployed is 
concentrated in major conon- 
and grain-growing areas and in 
the underdeveloped centre and 
west of the country, he said. 


Authorities are preparing 
for the annual flood of migrant 
labourers who return home 
during Chinese new y*?r next 
month and travel on to cities in 
search of work, putting a huge 
strain on the fragile transport 
system. 

Mr. Zhu said the govern- 
ment had drawn up a three- 


year plan to manage this flow 
of labour from the countryside 
to the cities, with registration, 
information networks and cqn- 
taets between providers and 
users of labour. 

Rural enterprises have been 
booming since the early 1980s, 
absorbing 12.6 million new 
workers a year from 1984 to 
1988. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PflCKMG. AM FREKSM1 
FOmuutOMG. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASO NS 

^tel 604 (p 6 6Q4696 



FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605 / 810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


* ; THE r - 



Simply, The Best 
Wine in Amman 


% 


— I 


Bookings 
03572/630571 

Jabal Amman 
■■ 2nd Grek 

— M 


J(l) . 

RESTAURANT ■ 


The only Restaurant that 
Offers real Chinese & Arabic 
Specialities under one roof 



Every night with live music 
" And you can dance too !!! ” 


_siLu LujA J Ajjj 

bJjJ Jo 

Dm 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX ; 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


French C 


ursine 


Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week 
Tel. 680093/4 Fax. 823864 
Shmeisanl-Near Babish 
Amman-Jordan 




THE 

AmOSffiERE 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

OpM aioUfy Ftoa IM P Jl to 3 JI AM 
Enp(ted« FronwJfl PJI to 3 J 0 AM 

Tuesday Closed 

Td : 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shroftiaani 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 811214 

Come and raste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight y 


£ m * * j? 


k 


.4? 120 

’i_- Authentic 
/ S Chinese dishes. 
ry hom al great re- 
. gional cuisine 
' T styles ol China. 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


Open daRy for 
lunch & dinner 
Td* mj *r»te 
Jabal AI Hussein 
Mnstry of Trade 
& industrial Rd. 
TsL ««3W4 ■ 


w 




SZECHWAN EARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

f Opc* t tj0-£XA6.H0 ■ Mi&rgbt } 

Take away is available 

Shal Al-Arab Street 
Un Uttanah Commercial Centre 

Tel.: 861174 
.Cnee Tasted Ahmijs Loved 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

is! Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahlryyah Girts School 

Taka away Is avnaaM* 

Open daily 1 2:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 63899$ 


-i- 


Best Pizzas & Sandwiches 



Soft SC Alcoholic Drinks. 

Also 



AtNcfifCaCoBwla 

SELECT HOTEL 

js d mm n w 



One visit wfll make you 
a steady , we befieaelll 



Deatauranl & Tapas 


t 


Jebd Amman, 3rd elide 
. Tef. 61 5061 


ii 

b.Tt 

IVT-RrCCKTIVESm 



The Bf.st In 
Indus Cuisine. 


l Bukhara I 

•> '• '■ ' N 1 . v 

V Oi'Ks Ft>k Lux'll. & Divskh V 
For reservations call S41351 




MdmMtjxnW 


Daily Lunch 

Set TXewc 




V- and 
LiveMutuC 


Parole 

-\iilour. - Jcrrtar. Supcnr.artcv 1U:DC. 

. .’rid iliior Tel: 824677 



' (7 MM ft 
r. ^ j/bretiff// / 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30- 3^30 pm ‘ 

7. 30 -tl. 30 pm 

After die Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


LARASALONAMD 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



699-420 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film ai 
our shop and get:- 

« JUMBO photo 

stem 30% torpor 

* From oniargo - 
20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


The First Clast Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every room_J 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


UAirOTEL 

|U3<|I|I= 


Amman - Td. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


A Restaurant With 
An Artistic ftjnfnance 


M 


entnio 


RESTAURANT 
■ MM U l M M H Br C BIitg 
OPPOSITE TOE MB QBASSY7BL «WMS 



TEL 827082 - 815071 
827736 - 820236 


kB. exotic 

AMSTERDAM 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

CALL HISHAM INTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 7 698181 













































































































World News 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, JANUARY 23, « 


Pressure grows for review of 


international role in Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (R) — U.N. 
chief Boutros Ghali confirmed 
he was prepared to order selec- 
tive air strikes in Bosnia if 
needed, but Western govern- 
ments were openly debating a 
troop pullout from the shat- 
tered former Yugoslav repub- 
lic. 

France, obviously stung by 
Dr. Ghali's sacking of a French 
general commanding U.N. 
peacekeepers in ex- 
Yugoslavia. said the United 
Nations was in crisis and ac- 
cused its civilian staff of being 
out of their depth dealing with 
the Bosnian war. 

French Defence Minister 
Francois Leotard said the 
dumping of General Jean Cot. 
who will leave his post in 
March, indicated a crisis within 
the international organisation. 

“The U.N. gobbles up its 
generals. After dumping a 
Turk, an Italian and a Belgian, 
now it's the turn of a French- 
man.*' Mr. Leotard told 
French Television Friday 
night. 

“If there is a crisis today it is 
not between France and the 
U.N. but within the U.N. 
which cannot handle such com- 
plex situations (as Bosnia).'' he 
said. 

The French minister added 
that the U.N.'s civilian com- 
mand staff in New York was 
“not adapted to this kind of 
situation.'' 

Gen. Cot had publicly 
clashed with Dr. Ghaii, saying 
the U.N. chief rejected his 
repeated requests for authority 
to call air strikes against Serb 


Hume 


urges U.K. 
to Giarify 
oeace offer 


LONDON (Agencies) — An 
influential Catholic leader 
Saturday ridiculed Prime 
Minister John Major's refusal 
to darify for IRA supporters 
an Anglo-Irish “framework for 
peace" in Northern Ireland. 

John Hume, leader of the 
Soda! Democratic and Labour 


Party (SDLP). urged Mr. Ma- 
jor to “call Sinn Fein's bluff" 


jor to “call Sinn Fein's bluff" 
and pfbvide the' answers 
sought by the Irish Republican 


Sinn Rain’s president. Gerry 
Adams, expressed anger Fri- 
day night that Mr. Major had 
rejected his request for clar- 
ification of the peace plan 
announced on Dec. 15 by Mr. 
Major and Irish Leader Albert 
Reynolds. It offers the IRA a 
Tole in peace negotiations in 
exchange for a ceasefire. 

Mr. Adams derided the dec- 
laration as “a masterpiece of 
ambiguity." 

Mr. Major had told Mr. 
Adams he could take it or 
leave it — “there can be no 
question of renegotiation." 

His blunt message in a letter 
to Mr. Adams reflected grow- 
ing offldal irritation that Sinn 
Fein and the IRA have not- 
responded definitively to the 
talks offer. Some British offi- 
cials think Sinn Fein's demands 
for “clarification'* are a stalling 
tactic, others believe the IRA 
is trying to negotiate without 
ending its violent campaign 
against British rule in Northern 
Ireland. 

Mr. Hume told BBC Radio- 
4 that the government must 
break the deadlock bv re- 


sponding to Sinn Fein's request 
for clarification of the joint 
declaration. 

“If the government does not 
know the difference between 
clarification and negotiation 1 
do not understand what is be- 
tween the . ears of those in 
government.” Mr. Hume said 
on the BBC. 

Mr. Hume — who has been 
involved in talks with Mr. 
Adams — said the “line of 
communication" should be 
kept open. 

His party, the SDLP. speaks 
for the most Catholics in 
Northern Ireland. 

In contrast. David Trimble, 
legal affairs spokesman for the 
Ulster Unionists who want 
Northern Ireland to remain a 
part of Britain, said the gov- 
ernment had gone too far 
already. 

“It has put itself in the rather 

embarrassing position where it 
has been acting like a suppliant 
begging this squalid little ter- 
rorist group to be nice to it." 
Mr. Trimble said. 

“The government should 
make it clear that the only 
thing to do now is to continue 
the political process and to 
address the Sinn Fein-IRA as a 
security problem." 

Mr. ‘Adams late Friday ac- 
cused British Prime Minister 
John Major of “blocking ' the 
peace effort in Northern Ire- 
land by refusing to clarify the 
Anglo-Irish declaration on the 
province. 


gunners besieging Sarajevo. 

Earlier Friday Dr. Ghali 
announced he was ready to 
order air strikes if asked by his 
special representative in for- 
mer .Yugoslavia, Yasushi 
Akashi. 

*’I am in favour of using air 
force so that we will be able to 
implement the resolutions of 
the United Nations.'' Dr. Gha- 
li told reporters at a news 
conference in the Hague. 

But the secretary-general, 
who directed Mr. Akashi Tues- 
day to prepare detailed plans 
on possible air strikes, referred 
only to using air power if Cana- 
dian troops in the eastern Mus- 
lim enclave of Srebrenica could 
not be replaced by a Dutch 
battalion. 

Bosnian Serb leaders this 
week tried to defuse the Sreb- 
renica issue by lifting objec- 
tions to the troop swap. 

Dr. Ghali made no mention 
of a request for immediate 
action from Bosnian President 
Alija Izetbegovic for strikes 
against Bosnian Serbs to help 
lift the siege of Sarajevo or to 
open Tuzla Airport in north' 
central Bosnia. 

Apart from Srebrenica, 
NATO leaders at a summit last 
week threatened air strikes to 
open up Tuzla to airlifts to 
assist delivery of humanitarian 
aid to the Muslim enclave. 

Frustration following this 
week’s collapse in Geneva of 
yet another round of peace 
talks to end Bosnia's 21-month 
war led outgoing commander 
of U.N. troops in Bosnia. Bel- 
gian General Francis Bri- 


quemont. to call for the nego- 
tiations to be ditched. 

"We must stop talking to 
people who do not respect 
their signature... our politi- 
cians must apply pressure so 
that we do not allow ourselves 
to be humiliated,'' he said. 

In Sarajevo, Bosnian Prime 
Minister Haris Silajdzic said 
chances of a negotiated peace 
for Bosnia were slim following 
the rejection by Bosnian Serbs 
of Muslim demands for the 
return of land which had Mus- 
lim majority populations be- 
fore the war. 

The besieged Bosnian capit- 
al was quiet. Sarajevo Radio 
and Belgrade-based Tanjug 
News Agency reported spor- 
adic clashes in some central 
and northern Bosnian towns. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd, visiting British 
U.N. soldiers in Vitez. central 
Bosnia, acknowledged that the 
withdrawal of troops was 
under consideration but said 
, there was no question of Brit- 
ish forces being pulled out im- 
mediately. 

“This is something that has 
to be properly weighed... 
There are other contributing 
troops about. These are not 
things we can decide for 
ourselves," Mr. Hurd told re- 
porters. 

in Paris. French Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppe called for 
a joint diplomatic initiative by 
all major powers with influ- 
ence in former Yugoslavia to 
try to make Bosnia's Muslim- 
led government. Serbs and 
Croats make peace. 



French Muslim leader slams Chanel 


PARIS (R) — The head of France's Muslim community said 
Friday the Chanel fashion house had committed a “gross and 
almost scandalous" error in sewing Koranic verses on a 
revealing bodice, but accepted an apology'. Chanel apologised 
to Muslims Thursday after German model Claudia Schiffer 
strutted down the catwalk at the Paris summer collections last 
. Saturday in a low-cut. tight black bustier on which Arabic 
words were embroidered in grey pearls. “It was a gross and 
almost scandalous mistake by ignorant people who I am sorry 
to say know nothing of Arabs, of the Koran or of religious 
principles." Dalil Boubakeur. rector of the Paris Mosque, told 
Reuters. But he added: “I believe Chanel are in good faith 
when they say they did not do this on purpose." Mr. 
Boubakeur said he had been invited to meet a contrite 
.^chairman ?f- Chanel Saturday. Chanel designer Karl Lager- 
; fold, who counts many wealthy Arabs among his diems; said : 
, Thursday he took the design from a book on India's Taj Mafial L- 
Palace . "I’d been told it was a love_poem. in memory of a . 
f 'Maharani (Indian princess).'' he said. Mr. Boubakeur said 
several worshippers had come to him during Friday prayers at 
the mosque and asked him to take a stand. 


2nd strong quake hits Indonesia 


JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — A strong earthquake hit the 
Indonesian island of Sumatra early Saturday, a day after 
another quake in the eastern part of the country left at least 10 
people dead. There were no immediate report of damage or 
injuries from Saturday's quake, which measured 5.5 on the 
Richter Scale and struck just after 1 a.m. (1800 GMT Friday), 
said an official of the meteorology and geophysics. The quake 
was centred on the edge of the Indian Ocean, about 390 
kilometres (244 miles) west of Jakarta, or about 280 
kilometres (175 miles) southeast of the province of Bengkulu. 
On Friday, a quake with a magnitude of 6.8 on the Richter 
Scale killed at least 10 people, injured more than 50 and 
destroyed more than 600 building? and houses, in the regency 
of North Malaku. in eastern Indonesia. 


Attack on Punjab.mosque kills 7 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Gunmen hurled a grenade into a 
crowded mosque in Pakistan's Punjab province Friday and 
then opened fire on the fleeing congregation, killing seven 
people and injuring 20. officials said. The motive for the attack 
by three men on the Shi'ite Mosque in a village 60 kilometres 
east of Multan was not immediately clear. But Shi'ite and 
Sunni Muslims have often dashed in Pakistan oyer religious 
rituals and interpretation of the faith. Shi'ites comprise about 
15 per cent of the Sunni-dominated population of 117 million 
but are in a majority in neighbouring Iran. 


Kravchuk attacks nuclear deal foes 


KIEV (R) — President Leonid Kravhuk launched a counter- 
attack on the Ukrainian parliament Friday . accusing oppo- 
nents of a deal to rid the country of nuclear arms of seeking to 
“sign a death warrant" for Ukraine's people. Mr. Kravchuk 
defended the deal signed in Moscow with the presidents of 
Russia and the United States, saying it met conditions 
attached by parliament last November to ratification of the 
first treaty on nuclear disarmament. START- 1. He said 
deputies who attacked the accord in parliament Thursday had 
no choice but to act in the country's interests and approve the 
deal when it comes up for debate next week. “This is a very 
important accord and we must not reject it." he told Reuters 
during a tour of Kiev's stock exchange. “Whoever proposes 
that Ukraine keep its weapons and become a nuclear state is 
seeking to make Ukraine a hostage to the weapons and sign a 
death warrant for our people." Mr. Kravchuk's signature on 
the Moscow deal came under fierce attack from even 
moderate deputies when parliament resumed its sittings 
Thursday. Some called for a referendum on the issue, while 
others said it constituted grounds for impeachment. 


Shevardnadze signs CSCE treaty again 


PARIS (R) — Georgian leader Eduard Shevardnadze Friday 
signed the Paris Charter of the Conference for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) for the second time, two years- 
after signing it on behalf of the former Soviet Union. "I am 
very happy to be the first person to sign twice, the first lime in 
Russian and now in my native Georgian. This is a symbolic 
event." Mr. Shevardnadze said after the ceremony at France's 
ElyseC Presidential Palace. Mr. Shevardnadze, who earlier 
met President Francois Mitterrand, was due to have talks later 
with visiting United Nations chief Boutros Ghali on the 
conflict between Georgia and breakaway Abkhazia. Mr. 
Shevardnadze was Mikhail Gorbachev’s foreign minister when 
the CSCE charter was adopted at a 34-nation summit in Paris 
in November 1990. Following the break-up of the Soviet 
Union. Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia, there are now 52 
members plus the rump state of Yugoslavia, which is sus- 
pended. 


He said he would discuss the 
issue with U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
Monday after telephone con- 
tacts with European Union 
counterparts Friday. 


The international response 
to the impasse informer Y ugos- 
lavia was further complicated 
Friday when Russia's new par- 
liament, dominated by Com- 
munists. conservatives and ex- 
treme nationalists, passed a 
pro-Serb motion by an over- 
whelming majority, opposing 
NATO air strikes and calling 
for U.N. sanctions against 
rump Yugoslavia to be lifted. 

In Brussels, the European 
Union (EU) threw its weight 
firmly behind EU peace envoy 
Lord David Owen Friday, 
asking him to keep working for 
peace in Bosnia. 

In a statement issued in 
Brussels, the 12 EU govern- 
ments distanced themselves 
from the European parlia- 
ment's call Thursday for Lord 
Owen’s replacement. 

“The European Union sup- 
ports the efforts of the co- 
chairman of the steering com- 
mittee on the international 
conference on former Yugosla- 
via to bring about a negotiated 
peaceful settlement of the con- 
flict in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
accepted by all parties," the 
statement said. 

"Ir expresses the hope that 
Lord Owen and Mr. (Thor- 
vald) Stoltenberg will continue 
to offer their valuable services 
in their endeavours to imple- 
ment their mandate." it added. 


N. Korea 
justifies 
its snub of 
nuclear 


checks 


TOKYO (AFP) — North 
Korea warned Saturday that 
U-S. pressure for it to allow 
regular outside inspections of 
its nuclear facilities could lead 
to a "catastrophe" and de- 
fended its decision not to allow 
such checks. 

The North Korean Workers 
Party newspaper Rodong Sin- 
mun said that Pyongyang had 
only "suspended temporarily" 
its March 1993 decision to 
withdraw from the Nuclear 
N on-P roliferation Treaty 
(NPT). 

It added that the country 
had not yet fully returned to 
the fact so that it was not 
subject to regular nuclear safe- 
guard checks by the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA). 

"Therefore we are not under 
obligation to implement the 
safeguards agreement like a 
full-fledged signatory," the 
newspaper said in a commen- 
tary carried by the Korean 
Central News Agency and 
monitored here. 

Rodong Sinmun also 
pointed out that North Korea 
had agreed with the United 
States in New York a few 
weeks ago to allow “inspection 
needed merely for the guaran- 
tee of the continuity of safe- 
guards." 

The commentary described 
such spot inspections as a new. 
concept originating from “our 
special position" concerning 
the nuclear arms control pact. 



Two unidentified girls carry food from an earthquake food 
relief distribution centre in Los Angeles, California (AFP 
photo) 


U.S. officials scramble to 


speed quake response 


LOS ANGELES (R) — The 
death toll from the Los 
Angeles earthquake rose to 55 
Friday as officials scrambled to 
speed aid to victims of a disas- 
ter that has forced thousands 
into makeshift camps since it 
struck four days ago. 

More than 20,000 people 
were left homeless by Mon- 
day's pre-dawn quake which 
registered 6.6 on the Richter 
Scale, the most powerful to 
nock the second-largest U.S. 
city in 20 years. 

Several hundred people 
appeared before dawn in front 
of disaster relief stations to get 
a coveted spot on lines that 
were expected to become 
blocks long as the day work on. 

Wearing blankets around 
their shoulders to keep warm 
in the chilly early morning, 
victims said one of the things 
they wanted most was a hot 
shower. 

The Los Angeles County 
Coroner’s office early Friday 
revised the death toll from the* 
quake upward to 55. The toll 
of those injured rose to 5,400 
people, with 700 having sus- 
tained serious injuries. 

Forecasts of rain for the 
weekend, meanwhile, stepped 
up the pressure on relief offi- 
cials to move thousands of 
quake victims out of the tent 
city encampments rhat have 
cropped up in parks and other 
areas around the city. 

"Our hope is... that people 
will not have to be out in the 
parks when the forecast of rain 
Saturday begins to make its 
appearance." Housing Secret- 
ary Henry Cisneros told repor- 
ters. 

Mail delivery, which was 
halted immediately after Mon- 
day's quake, was expected to 
resume Friday to all parts of 
the region, postal authorities 
said. 

. Tent city residents spent a 
fourth night exposed to cold, 
damp temperatures. They are 
without adequate food and wa- 
ter, living under unsanitary 


cause they’re scared at night,". 
Said Marsha CrodnL'31; a di- 


'Said Marsha Crodmi 31; a di- 
vorced mother of two young 
children. Her family has been 
living in a car since their two- 
bedroom apartment was des- 
troyed. 

In mid-afternoon, quake vic- 
tims stood three abreast in a 
quarter-mile-long (0.4-km- 
long) line at one disaster cen- 
tre. many with young children 
and plastic water jugs in tow. 

The centres were designed 
as “one-stop" offices for disas- 
ter aid, where victims can app- 
ly for loans and grants, replace 
driver’s licences, seek tax relief 
from the Interna! Revenue 
Service and even talk to a local 
tax assessor. 

"I was waiting here for 
almost six-hours. I don’t have a 
place to live and I have to 
come back tomorrow." said 
Anna Sanchez. 40. "Too much 
talking, no action." ' 

But officials of the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency, mindful of the critic- 
ism they faced in the aftermath 
of hurricane Andrew in 1992. 
pleaded for patience, saying 
they needed more time to ease 
the city’s plight. 


Premier’s 
aide casts 


more 
doubts on 


Russian 


reforms 


MOSCOW (R) — Prospects 
for radical Russian reforms 
faded dramatically when a 
senior official aide to Prune 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
revealed that the new cabinet’s 
programme contained only 
"elements of Western market 
economics." 

The comments by Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin’s press secretary 


conditions, and medical ex- 
perts said they face a risk of 
dysentery and diarrhoea. 

“We need to get these peo- 
ple out of the parks. It’s un- 
healthy out there.” said Jackie 
Tatum, general manager of the 
city's Department of Parks and 
Recreation. 

The National Guard is ex- 
pected to start erecting tents, 
equipped with electricity and 
ottering better protection than 
what residents have cobbled 
together for themselves. 

On Thursday, a day after 
President Bill Clinton visited 
the quake-ravaged area prom- 
ising an efficient response, vic- 
tims complained of standing in 
line for hours outside emergen- 
cy assistance centres and com- 
ing out empty-handed. 

"I need a place for my kids 
'for warm ness and security bc- 


by ITAR-TASS news agency- 
late Friday, gave the clearest 
sign yet that Russia’s commit- 
ment to market forces is wan- 
ing as conservatives gam the 
upper hand m government. 

President Boris Yeltsin's 
chief aide, Viktor Ilyushin, 
earlier dismissed suggestion 
that the Russian leader was 
abandoning serious economic 
reform. 

But Mr. Sergeyev left scant 
room for misunderstanding, 
quoting Mr. Chernomyrdin as 
saying "the mechanical trans- 
fer of Western economic 
methods to Russian soil has 
caused more harm than good." 

His comments only con- 
firmed suspicions of Western 
economists, who said the gov- 
ernment would : shun proven 
routes to stabilisation and in- 
dustrial revival prolon^ng the 
pain of economic reform and 
endangering new international 
cash inflows. 

The government met earlier 
in the day for the first time and 
made clear it favoured more 
moderate reforms, promising 
to look for ways to keep strug- 
gling ente r prises above water. 
This would inevitably mean 
relaxing tight monetary policy. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin told In- 
terfax News Agency that prior- 
ity had to be given to stopping 
the slump in production. 

“What sort of reforms or 
democracy can one talk about 
at a time when huge enter- 
prises and private businesses 
come to a standstill while coal 
miners, oil workers, doctors 
and journalists go on strike." 
he asked. 

"No matter how progressive 
it might bp, no theory can by 
‘itsdf salvage a huge country 
•from shortages of food, energy 
and commodities and. by de- 
finition, from social upheavals 
which will make the reforms 
next to impossible. 

"If we fail to boost produc- 
tion, we will fail to salvage the 
newly emerging market eco- 
nomy." 

He sought to reassure West- 
ern creditors, saying Russia 
would continue to pay interest 
on its $80 billion foreign debt. 

Radical reformers like for- 
mer Economics Minister 
Yegor Gaidar and former Fi- 
nance Minister Boris Fyodor- 
ov, fiag-beareis of Western- 
style reforms who left the 
government this week, say the 
new policies will lead to hyper- 
inflation and disaster. 

‘“The course of reform work- 
ed out by the Russian govern- 
ment, and approved by the 
president, of course contains 
elements of Western market 
economics but mainly takes 
into account the special charac- 
teristics of our state, people 
and Russian traditions," Mr. 
Sergeyev quoted Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin as saying. 


U.S. reacts warily to Japan’s political upheaval 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— U.S. officials reacted warily 
Friday to Japan's political up- 
heaval. voicing support for re- 
form but acknowledging that 
this turbulence could upset bi- 
lateral trade talks and doud an 
upcoming summit. 

“We’re looking at the situa- 
tion in Japan closely." U.S. 
trade representative Mickey 
Kantor said. “Obviously it's a 
fluid situation in which no one 
is quite sure what the outcome 
will be." 

One senior economic official 
in the Ginton administration 
put it more bluntly: "We’re not 
so much nervous as dealing 
with an unknown." 

The United States wants to 
proceed with a Feb. II 
Washington summit between 
President Bill Clinton and 
Japanese Prime Minister Mori- 
hiro Hosokawa — and the so- 
called ‘•framework" trade talks 
that are a prerequisite to the 
meeting — but Mr. Hosoka- 
wa’s troubles at home could 
make this difficult. 

Mr. Hosokawa's future is in 
doubt after his plan to over- 
haul Japan's scandal-plagued 
electoral system was rejected 
by the Japanese parliament, 
including 17 members of the 
prime minister's own coalition. 

Japanese analysis' gloomy 
assessments of Mr. Hosokawa 


said the Tokyo Stock Market 
could go into a tailspin if the 
government crisis drags on. 

White House spokeswoman 
Dee Dee Myers pointedly re- 
fused to comment on the < rejec- 
tion of Mr. Hosokawa's reform 
package, which Washington 
officially considers an internal 
political matter. 


minister. 

“It is very regrettable that 
the bills designed to increase 
the people's trust in politics 
were rejected by the upper 
house," the Yomiuri daily said 
in an editorial. 



And Mr. Kantor said the 
trade talks remain on track. 
“We hope to make progress on 
these so-called framework 
talks." he said, after a lun- 
cheon speech. 

However, the senior econo- 
mic official said Mr. Ginton 
has been "extraordinarily sup- 
portive" of Mr. Hosokawa and 
would have welcomed the in-- 
stitution of his reforms. 

The Japanese prime minister 
is betting the political future of 
his fragile coalition govern- 
ment on the outcome of tough 
negotiations with the opposi- 
tion after parliament rejected a 
key political reform package, 
analysts said Saturday. Mr. Hosokawa 
matt now rely on the opposition 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) to secure passage of the 
reforms through the upper 
house, they* said. 

Newspaper editorials Satur- 
day reflected on parliament's 
rejection of the bills and on the 
future of the popular prime 


The Asahi daily described 
the political situation as 
"abnormal" and said the possi- 
bility of Mr. Hosokawa's res- 
ignation or dissolution of the 
lower house for snap general 
elections could not be ruled 
out. 


It maintained political re- 
form should be legislated in 
light of the recent money- 
related political scandals, 
which prompted Mr. Hosoka- 
wa's election promise of re- 
form. 

Mr. Hosokawa said Friday 
he would not resign or dissolve 
the 511-membcr lower house 
and that he would make furth- 
er efforts to win parliamentary 
approval of the government- 
sponsored bills. 

But with the failure of the 
upper house to grant passage. 
Mr. Hosokawa must now re- 
sort to a vote in both chambers 
on the basis of agreement 
reached by a consultative 
forum. 

If a lower house plenary 
session approves the establish- 
ment of the forum, the upper 


chamber must respect the deci- 
sion and 10 selected legislators 
from each house will decide in- 
negotiations on whether the 
bills will again be put to the 
vote. 

Approval by more than two- 
thirds of the 20 selected law- 
makers is necessary for a fresh 
vote on the bills, with a simple 
majority in each chamber 
needed to pass them into law. 

The LDP, the largest single 
party, has yet to decide on 
whether it will agree to the 
forum, with an increasing num- 
ber of opposition legislators 
preferring to go after Mr. 
Hosokawa and use the issue to 
force his resignation, political 
sources said. 

Last June. tben-Prime 
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa from 
the LDP dissolved the lower 
chamber for elections follow- 
ing parliament's rejection of 
bis political reform plan. 

In a counter move, the coali- 
tion is moving to offer conces- 
sions to the LDP to bring it to 
the negotiating table. 

The delay of the political 
reform package puts further 
pressure on the government, 
which has given that issue 
pnonty over formulation of 
economic stimulus bill to help 
revive Japan’s lagging eco- 
nomy. 


Lorena Bobbitt '■ 
sent to psychiatric 
evaluation 



MANASSAS, Virginia (AP) 
— Lorena Bobbitt was com-, 
mitted to a state mentaMiospjt. 
aj for a psychiatric evaluation 
after a jwy. found she was 
temporarily insane when she 
cut off her husband's penis,. 
with a kitchen knife. Defence 
lawyers had argued that Mrs. 
Bobbitt was a battered wife 
seized by an "irresistible im- 
pulse," to cut off her husband’s, 
penis on June 23 after he came ; 
home from a night of drinking 
and raped her. Prosecutors cal-, 
led Mrs. Bobbitt’s attack a- 
calculated act of revenge. - 
“This case was not about- a 
penis," defence lawyer Lisa 
Kemler said after the verdict 
Friday. "Everyone was so coa- ■ 
sumed with that. But that’s wt 
what this case is really about. Jt 
was really about a life." Doc- . 
tors, as required by Virginia 
law, will decide if she poses a 
danger to herself or others. 
They must report back to the 
judge within 45 days. Mrs, 
Bobbitt stood stoically as tire 
verdict was read. One suppor- . 
ter in the courtroom shrieked, 
her husband, John Bobbitt, 
was not in court. Bobbitt. 26, 
was acquitted in November of 
sexually assaulting his wife. He 
denied' ever beating or raping 
her. 






* 






Woman accused of 
setting husband's 
organ ablaze 


WAYNESVILLE. North 
Carolina (AFP) — A woman 
who allegedly set her bus- 
band's penis ablaze with nail 
polish remover was placed on 
probation after he refused to 
testify against her, officials 
said. The couple is apparently 
trying to patch up their rela- 
tionship, the officials added. 
Cynthia Mason Gillett, 28. was' 
charged with malicious maim- ~ 
ing for the July attack on her. 
27-year-old. husband Gursham,. 
who suffered burns on his 
penis, chest, stomach and : - ; 
neck. Investigators never de- 
termined the exact motive for ■ 
the attack, which occurred as 
Mr. Gillett slept. He is ex-- 
pected to recover fully from his 
bums. Under an agreement' 
announced by prosecuion 
Thursday. Mrs. Gillett admit- 
ted responsibility, without 
Reading guilty, to a lesser 
charge of assaulL . She was ., 
placed on two years’ proba- 
tion. She could have been sent: 
.endejd.to 40 years in prison ». 
she had been convicted of . 
maiming, but her husband re-, 
fused to testify against her. 
District Attorney Charles 
Hipps said. The Gilletts are 
believed to be back together. 
Sheriff Tom Alexander said. 
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Housewife wires 
husband’s organ,, 
electrocutes him 


MaHILA (AFP) — A FiHpina 
housewife, angered by her 
drunkard husband, wired his. 
penis to an electrical device 
used to stun fish while he was 
asleep and turned it on, elec- 
trocuting him. the Manila 
Times newspaper reported 
Saturday. The newspaper, 
which did not specify when the 
incident happened, said Eriin- 
da De La Cruz, 37. was furious 
with her husband Basilio, 38, 
for spending all the money 
from the sale of three sacks of 
rice in a local beerhouse. She 
confronted him when he came 
home but he became angry and 
attacked her with a machete. 


•the Times quoted the woman 
as saying. Mrs. La Groz fled to 


a friend's house and came back 
several hours later to find her 
husband asleep, the Times 
said. She took his illegal fishing 
device that uses electricity to 
stun fish, tied it to his penis 
and pressed the button. 


Thai police free 
23 teenagers 
from brothel 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Bang- 
kok police have freed 23 girls, 
all 15 years old. from a brothel 
in the capital where they were, 
being held prisoners, author- 
ities said Saturday. Most of the. 
girls found Friday in a barri- 
caded room on the third floor : 
of a building in eastern Bang- - 
kok were from the country's 
rural north, police said. Police ; 
arrested the brothel owner but 
a man suspected of luring the 
girls into prostitution escaped. 
The police acted on a tip from 
a Japanese tourist, they said. 




Inmate, ex-con 
wed on death row 



STARKE. Florida (AFP) — 
Love had no bars Friday as a 
death row inmate and 'his ex- 
oon bride exchanged vows and 
wedding rings through a hole 
in a plastic glass barrier separ- 
ating them. Condemned in- 
mate Frank Valdes. 32. mar- 
ned Wanda Eads. 51. in a 
no-frills ceremony. 
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RABAT (R) Morocco will play friendlies against Finland 
Luxembourg. Turkey and Canada before the World Cup finals 
in the United States starting Jun 17. The Royai Moroccan 
Football Federation said Friday Morocco would take part in a 
Units! Arab Emirates tournament from February 2-6,- play 
Finland in Casablanca February 23, Luxembourg away March 
23, Turkey , in Ankara April 6, and Canada June I. 

.Senna and Lehto crash 

PARIS (AFP) — Formula One drivers Ayrton Senna and J J 
Lehto escaped injury Friday after spinning off during practice 
sessions in Estoril and Silverstone. Both men were getting to 
grips with the cars of their new teams for the 1994 season. 
Senna at the wheel of a Williams-Renault in Portugal and 
Lehto driving the Benetton Ford in ’ England. Senna was 
unhurt after his car spun as he went into the third bend of the 
Estoril circuit. “I braked and the wheels locked," the Brazilian 
triple "wotW champion said. “The car spang round and I 
stopped, against the wall of safety tyres. Senna, clearly in 
buoyant mood, added: “These things happen in Formula One. 

I wasn’t hurt at all, but the car was slightly damaged." Things 
looked more serious for Lehto as he spun off at the Stowe 
comer at Silverstone and slammed into a safety barrier at high 
speed. -The Finn was taken to the circuit medical centre. But 
tests revealed no obvious injury. However, as a precaution, 
doctors recommended that he wear a neck brace for the time 
being. 

Belgium and Holland bid for Euro 2000 

MANCHESTER, England (AFP) — Belgium and Holland 
officially launched their joint bid to host the European 
Championships in 2000 here Friday. Alain Courtois. head of 
the Belgian Football Federation, said: “It’s the first rime that 
two countries have come together to present a single candida- 
ture for the championships." 

World record for Sievinen 

HELSINKI (R) — Finland's Jani Sievinen set a swimming 
diort . coarse world record when he won the 200 metres 
individual medley in one minute S4.6S seconds at the Finnish 
championships in Kuopio Friday, the Finnish news agency 
repotted- The Finn beat his own mark of 1:55.59 achieved in 
Malnio, Sweden last February. 

Weissflog gets Olympic boost 

SAPFORO, Japan (AFP) — Jens Weissflog of Germany 
soared Saturday to his fourth world cup win this season, 
boosting his bid for a medal at February’s Lillehammer Winter 
Olympics. "I'm satisfied that I did my best on the second 

a ” said Weissflog after marking the day's longest jump off 
metre normal hill here. Competing in fine weather on 
the Miyanomori Hill. Weissflog. 29. recorded leaps of 86.5 
and 90.5 metres for a winning score of 230.5 points. “I have 
been in a good condition so far this season,” the German said. 
“I will work hard over the coming three weeks to be ready for 
at least one medal." He boosted his overall world cup points to 
710, closing on leader Norway's Espen B redesen on 889. 
Bredesen came ninth with 203.5 points from jumps of 86 and 
81.5m,. after his second spot at the previous event at Liberec, 
Czech Republic, last week. 

MalaWi in mystery soccer pull-out 

BLANTYRE (AFP) — Malawi mysteriously pulled out of a 
regioifei sodcer tournament Jor .east and central African 
natfonpj tedms. hete'SaiurdajjJ^teftawi FGdtbaJJ 'Association'* 
dhainp«in r , Ishmajl Khamisa,, gutted by Saturday’s Malawi, 
news, said Malawi had withdrawn from the Confederation of 
Central Africa Football Association (CECAFA) but gave no 
reasons. It is believed the move came after Malawian side 
silver strikers were barred from a regional dub championship 
hosted by -Sudan this year for taking too long to confirm their 
participation. Khamisa said Malawi would now concentrate in 
playing in the Confederation of Southern African Football 
Association (COS A FA), which groups southern African 
national teams induding- South Africa. 

Bernes in move to discredit Investigation 

MARSEILLE. France (AFP) — Former Olympique Marseille 
General Manager Jean-Pierre Bernes has accused the magis- 
trate handling the Marseille match-fixing case of interfering 
with witnesses, judidal sources said here Friday. Bernes 
claims Bernard Beffy put undue pressure on him in two 
telephone calls when he was being held in a police cell for 
questioning. He should only have been questioned in presence 
of his lawyer. Bernes, right-hand man to Olympic Marseille 
owner.Bemard Tapie, was later charged with trying to bribe 
three Valenciennes players to throw a match which allowed 
Marseille to win the league last year. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANHAH HIRSCH 
* . ' TUDm Mow SwvQM «. 


STAY CALM 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
, NORTH 

H V K J 10 9 
0 Q8 3 
4-A K 9 6 5 


EAST 
* Q 10 7 3 
9 7 6 5 4 3 
0 10 7 
*Q J 


South 
1 9 

4 NT 

5 NT 


West 

Pass 


WEST 

* J 8 6 4 
^ Void 
Ode 5 4 2 

* 10 8 7 4 

SOUTH 

* A K 5 2 
9AQ8 2 
0 ASS 

* 3 2 

77k bidding: 

North East 
1* Pas* 

2"9 Pass 
5 0 Pass 

-Pass 

Opening Le$d: Four of C- 
The ipunedinte reaction by most 
declarer* to a terrible trump break is 
hhnd panic. It is far more sensible to 
cast about for a way to overcome 
this misfortune. ’ 

North-South .bid superbly to a 
sound grand slam. Since Sooth 
could not be sure where the hand 
«*» going ’ to be played, the one- 
heart response has our endorsement 
despite the 2Q high -card points. 
°nce North raised. South leaped di- 
nfetfy to , Blackwood. When South 
“aoranced possession of all the acea 


by following with a five-no-trump 
ask for kings. North judged that the 
excellent trump support, spade sin- 
gleton and prime cards merited a 
jump to a grand slam. 

When dummy appeared, declarer 
was delighted. It appeared that two 
spade ruTls on the table was all that 
was needed to land 13 tricks. Declar- 
er won the diamond opening in hand 
and led the two of hearts to the nine, 
only to have West discard a dia- 
mond on this trick. 

That necessitated a change in 
plan. The only way to cope with 
East's bothersome fifth trump was 
via a crossruff. To acco mplish that, 
declarer had to cash the side-suit 
winners first. The obvious danger 
was that three rounds of diamon d s 
would not go through, but declarer 
found a way to surmount that 
obstacle. 

Declarer came to hand with the 
diamond ace, cashed the ace and 
king of chibs, then the ace and king 
of spades, discarding the board's 
queen of diamonds. The rett of the 
tricks were scored via a high cross- 
ruff- . , 

Notice that it was essential for 
declarer to lead the low tramp at 
trick two. Had declarer played high 
from hand. East could ruff dubs at 
every turn and at the end would be 
left with the seven of trumps over 
declarer's deuce. 


Germany’s Jens Weissflog holds up winner’s trophy during an 
awarding ceremony after the World Cup Ski Jumping normal 
hill event in Sapparo, Japan (AFP photo) 


NBA ROUNDUP 


In Atlanta, Kenny Anderson’s 
12-footer with 1.3 seconds left 
in overtime lifted new Jersey to 
a 113-111 victory over Atlanta 
Friday night, just the third 
home loss of the season for the 
Hawks, but their second 
straight. 

A nd re w Lang’s 20-footer 
failed at the buzzer as the 
Hawks' record at the Omni 
dropped to 17-3. It was Atlan- 
ta's third loss in its last four 
games. ■ 

Derrick Coleman led the 
Nets, who extended their win- 
ning streak to a season-best 
four, with 30 points and 11 
rebounds. Anderson had 24 
points and 11 assists. 

Dominique Wilkins scored 
30 points and Kevin Willis had 
27 points and 21 rebounds for 
the Hawks. 

Wilkins gave Atlanta two- 
point leads three times in £ jhe 
extra 1 period'. ' the", last an .8- 
vfootef from 'the bas£l(ne for a 
111-109 advantage with two 
minutes to play. Benoit Ben- 
jamin tied it 111-111 on a 
rebound basket with 1:12 to 
play. 

Mookie Blaylock missed an 
18-footer in the final half- 
minute and the Nets got a fresh 
24 seconds on the shot clock 
when Willis was called for a 
foul with 23.7 seconds to pfay. 
Anderson dribbled away most 
of the time before starting his 
move with six seconds remain- 
ing. 

Pistons 118, Heat 98 

In Miami, the sharpshooring of 
Joe Dumars and Terry Mills 
helped Detroit snap its 14- 
gamp losing streak while 
Miami lost its seventh in a row. 

Dumars scored 35 points and 
Mills 34, a season high for 
both. Mills hit 14 of 17 shots 
and Dumars made 14 of 22. 
including four 3-pointers. 

A Pistons loss would have 
broken the franchise record for 
the longest losing streak in a 
single season, set in 1979-80. 
Steve Smith scored 20 points 
for the Heat, whose losing 
streak has come after coach 
Kevin Loughery won his 599th 
game. 

The pistons, who made 60 
per cent of their shots, were 


outscored by an average of 13 
points during their 14-game 
skid, but they took the lead for 
good late in the first quarter 
against Miami. Mills scored six 
points during a 12-0 run that 
made it 68-49 midway through 
the third period. 

Celtics 124, W armors 116 

In Boston. Boston beat Gol- 
den State for a season-high 
four-game winning streak after 
losing 13 of 15. 

The Celtics, who ended a 
team-record seven-game home 
losing streak Sunday night 
against Denver, turned a 61-50 
halftime lead into a 73-52 bulge 
as Dino Radja and Dee Brown 
had six points each in a 12-0 
nw. 

But the Warriors started the 
fourth quarter with a 16-6 
surge, ^osjngjo 101-98 with 
7:25 left? They* came no closer, 
trailing by three to 12 points 
the rest of the way. 

Brown scored 22 points and 
Radja 21 for the Celtics, who 
made 53.6 per cent of their 
shots, the first time in nine 
games they hit more than 50 
per cent. 

The Warriors, who ended a 
season-best five— game winning 
streak, wer led by Chris Mullin 
and Latrell Sprewell with 23 
each. 

In the first half. Boston cen- 
tre Robert Parish, the NBA’s 
oldest player at 40, outscored 
Golden State centre Chris 
Webber, they youngest at 21, 
14-0. Each finished with 18 
points, but Parish held a 14-3 
rebounding advantage. 

Magic 106, Knicks 103 

In Orlando, Fla.. Shaquille 
O'Neal scored 37 points and 
blocked a potential game- 
winning shot by Patrick Ewins 
with 16 seconds left, keeping 
Orlando ahead of New York. 

O'Neal's free throw gave the 
Magic a 104-101 lead with 1:08 
left and set the stage for a 
tension-filled final minute. Af- 
ter Ewing, who had 36 points, 
missed a 15-footer that would 
have put the Knicks ahead, 
Orlando's Nick Anderson 
made two free throws with 9.7 
seconds remaining. 



you to visit 

A1 Dalai Establishment 

Inside the Forte Grand Hotel 

☆ For Information, the price of an 

embroidered cushion Is JD 12 
Hand-made Oriental jackets— JD105 



REQUIRED 

The U.S. Embassy in Amman would like to solicit 
proposals for packing and forwarding for house- 
hold goods and official supplies. 

To obtain the solicitation package, please 
call 820101, ext. 2026 on Monday, January 
24th, 1994 between the hours 0900-1200. 


drawn 
together in 
European 
contest 

MANCHESTER. England 
(AFP) — Republic of Ireland 
and Nonhem Ireland, placed 
in the same qualifying group 
for this year's World Cup fin- 
als. were drawn together again 
for the 199b European Cham- 
pionship qualifiers here Satur- 
day. 

The republic just reached 
the United States, but North- 
ern Ireland failed to make it a 
hat-trick of successful! qual- 
ifications before Billy Bingham 
stood down as manager. 

The Group Six matches be- 
tween the two countries will 
undoubtedly provide security 
headaches, as they did for the 
World Cup qualifiers. 

They will be matched by 
worries in Group Four, where 
Croatia and Slovenia from the 
old Yugoslavia face each, 
other. 

Italy, the 1968 cham- 
pionships. head that section 
and were immediately installed 
as 9-2 favourites by British 
bookmakers William Hill after 
being drawn against five fledgl- 
ing football nations from the 
former eastern bloc in 
Ukraine. Croatia. Lithuania. 
Estonia and Slovenia. 

England, who as hosts do 
not have to qualify, are 5-1 
joint second favourites with 
Germany, the only nation to 
have won the European crown 
twice. 

First, though, the world 
champions must progress from 
a section that includes Wales, 
who beat the Germans in a 
1991 European championship 
qualifier in Cardiff. Bulgaria. 
Georgia. Albania and Moldo- 
va. 

Reigning champions De- 
nmark were put in Group Two 
and face stiff competition from 
Spain and Belgium to go 
through to the finals. 

Fifteen countries will qualify 
from the eight groups, consist- 
ing of the group winners and 
the six best runners-up. The 
final place will be decided by a 
play-off at a neutral venue 
between the two other group 
second placed teams. 


Wilander keeps rolling on 
in Australian Open 


MELBOURNE (AP) — The 
wry grin, the double-handed 
backhand and the steely re- 
solve remain the same. 

Maes Wilander is a little old- 
er, a tittle wiser and still a very 
fine tennis player. 

Wilander, emerging from 
two years of self-imposed ex- 
ile. continued bis remarkable 
comeback Saturday when he 
downed German Alexander 
Mronz in a five-set marathon 
at the Australian Open to adv- ' 
ance to the round of 16. 

The Swede, back on court 
because he became bored with 
retirement, beat Mronz 4-6, 
5-7, 6-3, 6-4, 6-3 in four hours 
and 18 minutes of centre court 
drama. 

a 

Stefan Ed berg, Wilander's 
long-time friend and rival, also 
advanced with a comprehen- 
sive 6-2, 6-1, 6-1 victory over 
thoroughly frustrated French- 
man Fabrice Santoro. 

Edberg was in awesome 
touch against an opponent 
without any weapons with 
which to hurt him. His coach, 
Tony Pickard, said the No. 4 
seed made only six mistakes in 
the match. 

Wilander, 29, won the first 
of his three Australian Open 
titles 11 years ago on the grass 
courts of Kooyong. 

His performance Saturday at 
the National Tennis Center 
evoked memories of his glory 
days, when he won seven 
Grand Slams. His strokes are 
still smooth. 

Wilander used his deep 
double-handed backhand and 
some delicate lobs to claw his' 
way back from a two-set deficit 
and delight a crowd that was 
almost universally on his ride. 

Now ranked 322 in the world 
and fresh from a stint as a rock 
musician, Wilander was 
awarded a wild card into the 
open because his ranking 
wasn't good enough. He had 
lost in the first round of his last 
two tournaments — in Ade- 
laide and Sydney — and was 
3-9 in his comeback coming 
into the event. Two of those 
wins came at last year’s U.S. 
Open. 

He got a lot of help from 
Mronz, who double-faulted 10 
times, and from a seagull that 
distracted ■ Mronz in the final 
1 


set. 

The bird, diving toward the 
court as Wilander prepared to 
serve at deuce with the games 
tied 1-1, screeched just as 
Wilander hit the ball. The star- 
tled Mronz watched an ace go 
right by him. 

Wilander has now played 
eight five-set matches at the 
Australian Open and won 
them all. He's 24-12 in his 
career when matches go the 
full distance. 

“To play a tight tennis match 
is more fun that anything 
else,” Wilander said. “I'm just 
trying to get the rhythm and 
the feel. 

“A grind (like today) is fun 
for me too.” 

Mronz was left to rue a 
missed opportunity. 

“I was sure I’d win after two 
sets and that's a bad mistake to 
make,” Mronz said. 

Wilander will next play 
American Maltvai Washing- 
ton, a 4-6. 7-6 (9-7), 6-3, 6-3 
winner over Austrian Alex 
Antonitsch. 

Wilander and Edberg were 
joined in the fourth-round by 
compatriot Lara Jonsson, but 
another two Swedes — Henrik 
Holm and Jonas Svensson — 
fell by the wayside. 

Jonsson, ranked 134th in the 
.world, upset ill-tempered and 
then dispirited No. 14 seed 
Karel Novacek of the Czech 
republic 6-1, 7-5. 7-5. 

Jonsson. 23, advanced to the 
fourth round of a Grand Slam 
for the first time in 15 
attempts. He’d lost in the first 
round of the Australian Open 
for the last three years. 

Jonsson was the lowest- 
nuiked player to* gain accept- 
ance to the main draw and let 
out a wild yell after clinching 
victory. 

“This is the best moment of 
my tennis career," said the 
23-year-old journeyman. 

Russian left-hander Alexan- 
der Volkov, seeded 12th, out- 
lasted Holm in his third-round 
match. Volkov beat Holm 7-5, 
2-6, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

Holm has played four five- 
set matches in his career — and 
lost all but one. 

American Todd Martin, 
seeded ninth, ousted Svensson 
6-1. 5-7. 6-2, .6-2. • 

Thomas Master of Austria, 


seeded sixth, advanced with a 
6-3, 6-3, 6-2 win gw-4 ragged 
Frenchman Gui* 1 - . Raoux 
that took just aour, 34 
minutes. 

Muster, who . yet to drop 
a set, now play Volkov in a 
fourth-round crating of two 
left-handers. 

No. 2 seed Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario of Spain easily defe- 
ated American Ann Grossman 
6-2, 6-3, while Gabrieia Sabati- 
ni and Jana Novotna both 
moved effortlessly into tire 
fourth round of the women's 
singles. 

Sabatini. the fourth seed 
from Argentina, beat Linda 
Fenundo of Italy 6-2, 6-1 and 
No. 5 seed Novotna, of the 
Czech republic, beat Jane 
Taylor of Australia 6-4, 6-2. 

Manuela Maleeva- 
Frganiere, playing the final 
Grand Slam of her career be- 
fore retiring next month, 
moved on wide a 6-0, 6-1 win 
over Romana Tedjakusuma of 
Indonesia. 

The 26-year-old from 
Switzerland lias been a top 10 
player for the past decade but 
wants to start a family. 

Maleeva-Fragniere now 
plays German Sabine Hack, a 
6-3, 3-6, 7-5 winner over Beatc 
Reins tadlcr of Austria. 

Mary Pierce of France, the 
No. 9 seed, was totally 
businesslike against Sabine 
Appelmans of Belgium, using 
her deep groundstrokes to adv- 
ance in just 66 minutes. 

Pierce hit 25 outright win- 
ners to only 11 from Appel- 
mans and won the point 12 of 
the IS times she advanced to 
the net. 

“I feel I’m playing pretty 
well, but I’m not moving as 
well as I would like," said 
Pierce, who now plays Sabati- 
ni. 

Canadian-born Pierce said 
new coach Nick Bolletieri has 
improved her mental 
approach. Bolletieri also has 
coached Andre Agassi, Jim 
Courier and Monica Seles. 

“He’s taught me to relax, 
and when I do I play better," 
Pierce said. 

Magdalena Maleeva of Bul- 
garia. seeded 14th, beat Elena 
Likhovtseva of Kazakhstan 6- 
4. 6-2. 


Emotional Old Trafford pays homage to Busby 


LONDON (AFP) — English 
soccer had an emotional day 
Saturday as supporters at Old 
Trafford and all over the coun- 
try paid tribute to Manchester 
United’s legendary former 
manager. Matt Busby. 

■ Busby, who died aged 84 
Thursday, was commemorated 
by a minute's silence before 
every league match. 

At Old Trafford, the ground 
Busby turned into a shrine of 
attacking soccer a crowd of 
almost 45,000 many of them in 
tears, stood and turned to the 
one empty seat in a packed 
stadium. 

Seat B122, the seat where 
Busby would sit to watch home 
games remained tipped up with 
two black ribbons tied to its 


red arm-rests. Its name plaque 
read simply — “Sir Matt.” • 

The current United side, the 
first able to stand any compari- 
son with the 1968 team, 
marked Busby's passing in 
appropriate style with a stylish 
1-0 victory over Everton that 
took them another step closer 
to retaining their title. 

With second-placed Black- 
burn entertaining Leeds Sun- 
day, the victory put Alex Fer- 
guson’s side 16 points clear at 
the top. with only 16 games left 
to play. 

Fittingly it was Ryan Giggs, 
the exhilarating winger who 
more than any current United 
player embodies the Busby 


tradition, who got the winner. 

Giggs 27th minute header 
was his 10 goal of the season 
and fourth in his last five 
games. 

Third-placed Newcastle Un- 
it ed’s bid for the tide was 
virtually killed oft by a stun- 
ning Mattew Le Tissier free- 
kick six minutes from time at. 
St James* Park. 

Le TissierV strike gave the 
struggling Saints and new man- 
ager Alan Ball an invaluable 
2-1 victory.- 

. They, now trail United by 18 
points. 

Sheffield Wednesday 
boosted their bid for a Euro- 
pean place with victory in tbe 


derby match with Sheffield 
United,. thanks to a three-goal 
burst early in the second half. 

Mark Bright started the rout 
with his eighth goal in ten 
games. Defender Andy pearce 
headed his third in a week 
three minutes later and cordon 
Watson killed off united in the 
70th minute. 

Dane White ho use got a (ate 
consolation for United from 
the penalty spot but that will 
bring little cheer to a side now 
only one place above the re- 
legation zone. 

Manchester city dropped 
into the bottom three after 
letting a third-minute lead slip 
against Liverpool at Anfiekl. 
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flashes 

Prices 

40% Off or Better Stffl 
For Longer Terms 1! 
For You Corporate Guests 1 

Most Luxurious 
Serviced Suites 
For The Price 
Of A Room !!! 

816690 

Fa* 679304 

Sweifiyeh 


WANTED 

A s!eep-in 
Filipina 

domestic-help. 

Cali: 

813317 


FOR SALE 
DUTY FREE CAR 
RENAULT 25, 1989 

Automatic, air- 
condition, silver 
metallic, full options, 
$8,500. 

*The car is in excellent 
condition and acci- 
dent free. 

Please call 823789 
after 11:00 


Sha rif Offi ce For Translation and Interpretation 
Qualified Translators and Interpreters 
from Geneva University/Switzerland 
and University of Lyon/France 

ARABIC — FRENCH — ENGLISH 

Legal , Economic and General Translation 

jabil Amman - 3rd. Cirde. Zahnui Str., Abu Na’meh Wdf. 
Beside Zahran Police Station 

446181 I ffiTTiSSF J P-O.Box 5374 

673 5 SO 1 ■ Amman - Jordan 


Tel. 


FOR RENT 

Good Location in Sweifieh 

Consists of four master bedrooms, two large salons, dining 
room, living rooms, two guest bathrooms, large kitchen, 
large terrace, central heating, solar system, garage, 
garden, telephone, separate living area for maid. -Total 
area with terraces: 400m 2 . Location: Close to the main 
road to the American Embassy. 

For information call tel.: si 2546-861770 


To American Embassy 

n 



Location— > ^ 
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CONCORD “I* ” 

Madonna — in 

A Leau ue Of Th eir_Own 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. JgJ 1 

CONCORD *2 
FUGITIVE 

Show: 12:30. 3:l5, 5:15 . 

[Arabic play “Hi America" at 8:30 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


Ahmad Zaki in 

The Lady’s Chauffeur 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3: 15. 55«. 6:30.8:30. 111:30 


Cinema TO.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Daryl Hannah — in 

SPLASH 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

1 1 a.m. special show for children Thur.. Fri. 
Sat. and Sun. 

BUGS BUNNY 


Id.: 675571 

Habfl AK Mashbrf Theatre 


presents a play entitled: 

AL llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy . . 

Actors: Abser fssa. Daoud Jalajsi. Han- 
sen AJ Sheer, Fuad ShomaB 
in addition to ocher comedian* 
Cvary nigM at trU 
Ticket* are sold, att day 


NabA & HfehamV TeL: aslM ! 

AHLAN TtOATKB 


Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

Aldan Anb Summit Confer- 
(play) 


daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Thbatreis closed Mondays and Tuesdays 


' r -rVl "n o/i - O d*t'r., 0 


Iraqi paper urges 
official crackdown 


to check dinar slide 


3AGHD.' D (Agencies) — 
Hie Iraqi iu ' nosedived its 
lowest levt •' t and a news- 
paper public by President 
Saddam Huss i's eldest son 
jrged Iraq's security forces to 
jo something to stop the cur- 
rency's collapse. 

The dollar stood at 190 di- 
nars on Friday night, up from 
ISO the day before. The news- 
paper Babel said it expected it 
;o surge to 20U on Saturday. 
On Tuesday it fetched 165. 
me official rate is 3.2 to one 
dinar. 

President Saddam ordered 
on Wednesday food rations to 
x increased by 20 to 33 per 
cent to help Iraqis cope with 
the collapse in the value of the 
local currency and steep price 
rises. 


“Is it internal chaos or exter- 
nal aggression," Babel said. 

Babel called on the security 
forces to intervene and specify 
the “Entries and exits" of the 
dollar. 

“Is the task of the security 
organs limited ro so-and-so? Is 
it not more appropriate for 
them to pay attention to the 
subject of the dollar and the 
way it enters and leaves the 
country," the influential 
Babel, Published by President 
Saddam's son Uday, said. 


A television station owned 
ay Uday interviewed several 
money changers on Friday 
.light who said market forces 
were behind the dinar's col- 
lapse. 

But Babel lashed out at 
:hem and said: “The viewers 
seeing faces of the people 
(moneychangers) appearing on 
youth television yesterday saw 
loathsome faces of a group of 
jutcbers with no concern but 


swift profits." 

It said the exhange rate of 
the dinar “concerned a threat 
to national security.” 

Baghdad traders feared 
Babel's remarks might prompt 
the government to intervene 
and end a short-lived period of 
tolerance in which money 
changes struck open deals with 
them. 

On Saturday there were few- 
er moneychangers at 
Harithiya, a Baghdad district 
where traders purchase and 
sell their dollars. 

Prices of essential commidi- 
ties surged to unprecedented 
levels following the drop in the 
dinar. The government news- 
paper A1 Jumhouriyah said 
some prices almost doubled in 
the past nine days. 

A kilogramme of rice went 
up from 25 dinars to 35 and Ai 
Jumhouriyah said it was on its 
way to reach 50. Cooking oil 
surged from 65 dinars to 125. 

The government has so far 
announced no wage increases 
to offset the dinar's sudden 
fell. Government wages in Iraq 
lag far behind inflation. 

Babel also accused Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait of plotting 
to undermine its economy by 
to boosting the value of the 
dollar. 

It said: “The recent rise of 
the dollar is obvious proof of 
foreign hands working' boost 
the value of the dollar with the 
aim of overburdening the 
citizen. '' 

“One million dollars is no- 
thing for countries like Saudi 
Arabia and the province of 
Kuwait to destabilise our 
national economy, which is 
already suffering from a shor- 
tage of hard currency,” an 
editorial in the newspaper said. 


Yemeni opposition party 
warns of foreign influence 


\DEN (R) — A Yemeni 
opposition party has urged 
government parties not to 
allow foreign influence into the 
rountry under the pretext of 
guaranteeing an accord aimed 
:it ending the country's politic- 
al crisis. •> 

The Yemen Unionist Party 
YUP) was a member of the 
-ommittee which worked out 
Tuesday's accord. It made its 
nil in a statement made avail- 
able to Reuters. 

The YUP said: “From the 
outset we have witnessed a 
lack of trust between the coali- 
tion parties and an apparent 
agreement (among them) to 
bring foreign guardianship to 
«<ur country under the pretext 
of helping and guaranteeing 
the implementation of the 
document.” 

The YUP said Yemen's par- 
ties and people “have the abfl- 
i.y to implement the accord 
(nem selves." 

Political sources said the re- 
ference to foreign influence 
\'as aimed at mediators who 
v ere involved in trying to re- 
solve a crisis between the 
General Peoples Congress 
(3PC) of President Ali Abdul- 
l.ih Saleh and the Yemen 
Socialist Party (YSP) of vice 
President Ali Salem Al Beedh. 

The sources sad mediators' 
i iduded the United States, the 
European Union. Jordan, 


Oman. Eritrea and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

Mr. Saleh was head of for- 
mer North Yemen and Mr. 
Beedh the leader of South Ye- 
men before the tv/o merged in 
May 1990. 

A six-month rift between the 
two men has plunged Yemen 
into its worst political, econo 
mic and security crisis since 
unification. 


Both Mr. Saleh’s GPC and 
Mr. Beedh's YSP have com- 
mit ed themselves to the 
accord,” the pledge and agree- 
ment” document, which pro- 
vides for the removal military 
tension, envisages political re- 
forms, more decentralisation 
and the restoration of security. 

Opposition sources said the 
two still lacked confidence in 
each other and would try to 
make gains out of the accord. 

A special committee was en- 
trusted with fixing a date and 
venue for the signing of the 
accord by Mr. Saleh. Mr. 
Beedh and Sheikh Abdullah 
Ben Hussein Al Ah mar, leader 
of the Islah Party — the third 
partner in Yemen's ruling 
coalition. 

Part of the committee's work 
would be to ensure security 
arrangements for the meeting 
and seek guarantees for the 
implementation of the accord. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Erakat to head team at talks with Israel 


JERUSALEM (AFP) — Saeb Erakat, a leading Palestinian 
official from the occupied territories, said Saturday he would 
head the Palestinian delegation to the bilateral Arab-Israeli 
peace talks set to resume in Washington on Monday. Dr. 
Erakat made no further comment to AFP on the talks. Sources 
at the Palestinian headquarters in East Jerusalem said Dr. 
Erakat, who replaced Haidar Abdul Shafi as delegation 
leader, would leave for Washington on Sunday (see story on 
page 2). 


Arafat to visit S. Arabia 


JERUSALEM (AP) — In a step toward reconciliation, Yasser 
Arafat will visit Saudi Arabia this week for the first time since 
the 1991 Gulf war, an Arafat aide said Saturday. Mr. Arafat 
had been ostracised by Saudi Arabia and other Gulf countries 
because of his support for Iraq during the war. Mr. Arafat’s 
visit “is a very important step in the relationship between 
Saudi Arabia and the Palestinian leadership and we are 
looking forward to seeing this relationship improve,” Arafat 
aide Ahmad Tibi told the Associated Press. 


French detectives cleared of planting papers 


PARIS (R) — An internal police investigation has cleared 
French detectives of planting documents on an Algerian 
Muslim fundamentalist who later alleged a frame-up. The 
documents were said to have been found in the briefcase of 
Moussa Kraouche, the Fraternity of Algerians spokesman in 
France. Police say the group is a front for the clandestine 
Islamic Salvation Front 


German jailed for beating Turk to death 


BERLIN (R) — A 25-year-old German who beat a young 
Turkish man with a baseball bat so badly that the victim later 
died was jailed on Friday for three years and nine months. A 
Berlin panel of judges convicted Michael Schuchlinksi of 
inflicting severe injury resulting in death, a lesser charge than 
murder, but said it saw no neo-Nazi or racist links to the 
killing. The court said Mr. Schuchlinksi, with two brothers, 
got into a loud quarrel on a Berlin street in October 1991 with 
a group of Turkish youths including Mete Eksi. 


Russian foreign minister to visit China 


BEUING (AFP) — Russian Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
will make an official visit to China Jan. 26 to 29, a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman announced here Saturday. During his 
visit, made at die invitation of his Chinese counterpart Qian 
Qicfaen. Mr. Kozyrev will hold talks with Chinese leaders on 
bilateral issues and other areas of common concern, the 
Xinhua news agency quoted the spokesman as saying. Diplo- 
mats said Mr. Kozyrev’s visit would probably focus on military 
coop eration. 

Bonn denies it hid report on bombing 


BONN (R) — The German government Friday denied an 
allegation that it had hidden a report which could implicate 
Iran in the assassination of three exiled Kurdish leaders in 
Berlin. The charge was made on Thursday by a federal police 
officer giving evidence at the trial in Berlin of five men for the 
gangfend-style murder of the three leaders of the Iranian 
Democratic Party of Kurdistan (DPK-1) in September 1992. 
He said Chancellor Helmut Kohl's office ordered the removal 
from the evidence file on a 1 page federal intelligence service 
report which helped catch the defeudents and hardened 
prosecutors’ suspicions that Iran had ordered the killing. But a 
government spokesman said the document had been "re- 
placed, in agreement with the federal prosecutor, by one of 
identical content which lacked only the elements which could 
have pointed to the sources of the information.” 


Iran deputy tells Bonn to avoid Rushdie 


NICOSIA (R) — The deputy chairman of the Iranian 
parliament's foreign relations committee urged Germany 
Friday to stop antagonising Muslims by supporting British 
author Salman Rushdie. “Why should Salman Rushdie be free 
to insult the sacred beliefs of Muslims while the ulema 
(theologians) of Islam be restricted in their announcement of 
the divine decree on that insult? Mohammad Karijan, who 
recently returned from a visit to Germany, told the Iranian 
news agency IRNA in Tehran. “I do not see any reason why 
German politicians should antagonise Islam, but at any rate 
certain elements in the West are insinuating unfounded topics. 
We must be able to protect our interests in the world in the 
(best) possible way,” he said. 


Kazakhstan demands $1b for nukes 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Kazakhstan has demanded Si billion in 
compenstion for the dismantling of its nuclear weapons, whose 
extracted uranium is to be sold by Russia to a U.S. firm, 
tzvestia reported Saturday. Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev announced his demand during an official visit to 
Ukraine Friday, the newspaper said. Under the denuclearisa- 
tion agreement signed by U.S. President Bill Clinton, Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin and Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk in Moscow on Jan. 14, Russia is to transform 500 
tonnes of heavily enriched uranium extracted from the nuclear 
warheads of Belarus, Kazakhstan and Ukraine into a lightly 
enriched uranium, which will then be sold to a private U.S. 
firm for S12 billion. 


'Cyprus main centre for Serb arms' 


HAMBURG (AFP) — Libya and Cyprus are the main centres 
for arms trafficking and money laundering used by Serb 
“gangsters" financing the war in Bosnia, the German weekly 
Der Spiegel reported. According to Spiegel, the European 
Union and the United States were currently pressuring Cyprus 
to reveal the Serbs* illegal activities. It quoted World Bank 
figures saying that “up to $5 billion worth of Serb laundered 
money has already transited via Cyprus." The report said that 
“Serb gangsters are financing the war in Bosnia through a 
network of various trafficking. 

Pakistani fundamentalist party head quits 


LAHORE (AFP) — The head of Pakistan's influential 
fundamentalist Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) party, Qazi Hussain 
Ahmad, resigned from his post here Saturday, Jl sources said. 
Mr. Ahmad resigned because of internal criticism of his role in 
the October elections in which the JI- backed Pakistan Islamic 
Front failed miserably, the sources said. He sent the resigna- 
tion to a meeting of the JI Majtis-E-Shoora, which accepted it. 
The committee appointed Chaudry Rehmat Illahi, currently Ji 
vice-president, to occupy the top parry office until the election 
of a new party chief, the sources said. 


Store clerk gives Peres his own book 


OSLO (AP) — Israel's Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, out on 
a stroll Saturday before the funeral of Foreign Minister Johan 
Jorgen Holst, popped into a book store on Oslo’s main street. 
“Suddenly there was this crowd of security people and 
journalists." said Ingrid Ryvarden. a 23-year-old student who* 
works at the bookstore on Saturdays. “I knew it was a big 
person.” Ms. Ryvarden said the Israeli foreign minister 
browsed for 10 or 15 minutes, studying, among other things, 
lapel pins from next month’s Winter Olympics in the Norwe- 
gian town of Liilehammer. But one thing especially caught Mr. 
Peres’ eve, a copy of the Norwegian editiori of his own book. 
“The New Middle East” with his picture oh the cover. Ms. 


Ryvarden said she thought he might not be allowed to buy 
anything, because it was Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath. “So 1 


gave it to him. even though he won'r be able to read it," she 
said. 
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HUSTINGS: South African President F.W. de 
Klerk greets supporters after addressing farmers 
and workers in Viybeg, northern Cape region, 
on Saturday, at the end of the third day of a 


campaign for votes for this National Party in 
elections on April 27. Allegations that the for- 
mers and workers were paid to attend the 
Vrybeg rally were refuted by his party (AFP 
photo) 


Brown visits Gaza, says private 


investment key to improvement 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (AP) — Visiting U.S. 
Commerce Secretary Ron 
Brown said Saturday that pri- 
vate investment offered the 
best answers to an unaccept- 
able economic situation in the 
occupied Gaza Strip. 

“I believe the private secror 
can be the most important 
answer to long-term peace and 
long-term stability," Mr. 
Brown said after meeting with 
30 business people in Gaza 
City. 

“We in the United States 
want to help in every way we 
can. I came to Gaza to demon- 
strate my personal empathy 
and the empathy of my govern- 
ment for the people of Gaza.” 
said Mr. Brown, the first U.S. 
cabinet member to visit the 
impoverished coastal strip that 
is home to 800,000 Palesti- 
nians. 

Mr. Brown, who is on a 
week-long swing through the 
Middle East, had been sche- 
duled to visit Gaza earlier this 
week, but cancelled due to 
problems in his itinerary. On 
Saturday, he drove a few 
kilometres from the Erez milit- 
ary checkpoint to Gaza Cfty 
for a meeting with the business 
leaders and said he found “up? 
acceptance economic prob- ' 
lems." 


Gaza has one of the most 
crowded areas in the world. 
Unemployment runs at around 
40 per cent, with most of the 
labour force dependent on me- 
nial jobs in Israel. 

Gaza and the West Bank 
region of Jericho are to be 
administered by the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) under the PLO’s accord 
with Israel, with self-rule sche- 
duled to begin in mid-April. 

Mansour Shawa. the desig- 
nated mayor of Gaza City, 
suggested Saturday that he 
hoped for American govern- 
ment aid in addition to private 
investment. 

“We would like to see things 
on the ground, most impor- 
tantly the rebuilding of our 
infrastructure. We need the 
Americans to help in financing 
housing and industrial pro- 
jects,” Mr. Shawa said. 

The United States has 
pledged some $500 million 
over five years as part of a total 
worldwide aid package of $2.4 
billion for the fledgling Palesti- 
nian autonomy. 

Other business people urged 
Mr. Brown to exert pressure 
on Israel to ease its restrictions 
on the Palestinian economy, 
including the right to export 
directly from the occupied ter- 
ritories. 


6 children playing in snow 


killed by shell in Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Six children who went outside 
to play in fresh snow were 
killed Saturday when shells 
slammed into western 
Sarajevo, hospital and morgue 
officials said. 

At least five other people 
were wounded in the attack, 
which hit the Alipasino Polje 
neighbourhood. It shattered 
more than a week of relative 
calm in the Bosnian capital. 

The shells landed as (he chil- 
dren were riding sleds or skat- 
ing on icy streets throughout 
the city. There were few other 
details of the attack. 


Sarajevo immediately was 
put on general alert, a warning 
for people to stay indoors. 

Earlier Saturday, relief offi- 
cials had said they were trying 
to speed up aid deliveries 
across Bosnia because of Un- 
ited Nations intelligence re- 
ports that new fighting could 
erupt soon. 


“We are trying to get in as 
much aid as possible because it 
may be not for long that we are 
doing it.” said Kris Janowski. a 
spokesman in Sarajevo for the 
U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees. 

‘'Around Sarajevo, and 
generally, the level of fighting 
is expected to rise very sharply 
in the nearest future." he said. 


It was not clear whether 
Saturday's shelling indicated a 
new, more intense round of 
combat. The city has been 
bombarded frequently in a 21- 
month siege by Bosnian Serb 
forces. 

Bur a surge in fighting has 
been widely expected since the 
latest peace talks in Geneva 
broke off during the past week. 

In Kuala Lumpur. Bosnian 
President Alija Izctbcgovic de- 
manded an end to an arms 
embargo on Bosnia- 
Hcrzegovina. and Malaysia 
called for a new international 
conference to settle the war. 

Mr. Izetbegnvic told an in- 
ternational conference of law- 
makers on Bosnia- 
Hcrzegovina that his nation 
had the right to defend itself. 

"Under the U.N. Charter, a 
nation under attack is entitled 
to self-defence as well as col- 
lective defence. Bosnia has 
been denied both.” he said at 
the meeting in the Malaysian 
capital. 

“Not one of the 30 United 
Nations resolutions on Bosnia- 
Herzcgovina has been im- 
plemented except rhe arms 
embargo,” said Mr. Izetbego- 
vic. who arrived in Kuala Lum- 
pur on Friday from the failed 
peace talks in Geneva. 

He rejected a peace plan 
drawn up by European Union 


envoy Lord Owen calling for 
Bosnian Muslims to settle for 
one-third of the republic's pre- 
war territory, saying it re- 
warded Serbian aggression. 

“We are not rejecting peace 
but capitulation." he said. 

Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad, in a 
speech to the conference, 
poured scorn over renewed 
threats by the West to launch 
air strikes against the Serbs. 


"For the fifth time the West- 
ern nations have threatened to 
launch air strikes, against the 
Serbs unless they stop strang- 
ling Sarajevo. And for the fifth 
time the Serbs have thumbed 
their noses at these so-called 
righteous great powers. Of 
course, no air strike is 
mounted." he said. 

The U.N. Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) in Bosnia 
should be authorised to call in 
air power swiftly to deter 
assaults on its soldiers bv war- 
ring factions. UNPROFOR’s 
outgoing field commander 
said. 


Lieutenant-General Francis 
Briquemont. in an intervew. 
defend UNPROFOR mission 
commander General Jean Cot 
in his bitter row with the U.N. 
secretary-general over air in- 
tervention. for which Gen. Cot 
has been sacked. 


Koreans mourn 
dissident priest 


SEOUL (Agencies) — 
Thousands of people on Satur- 
day mourned one of South 
Korea's best-known dissident 
leaders, whose death this week 
ended a dccades-old personal 
crusade for full democracy and 
Korean unification. 

More than 2.000 people, in- 
cluding dissidents, students, 
politicians and religious and 
social groups leaders, braved 
windy, cold weather to attend 
the funeral service for Re- 
verend Moon lk-Hwan at a 
Seoul University. 

North Korea seized upon the 
funeral to criticise the South 
Korean government over the 
delicate issue of national uni- 
fication, 


Cairo court begins trial 
of Sedki murder attempt 

rAiun / a □ \ ufi-. 


CAIRO (AP) — Military 
judges barred foreign reporters 
and photographers from Satur- 
day's opening of a military trial 
for 15 suspected extremists fac- 
ing possible death sentences on 
charges of trying to kill Egypt’s 
prime minister. 

Army officers at the entr- 
ance of Al Gabal Al Ahmar 
military camp first said only 
Egyptians were allowed, then 
before the trial began prohibi- 
ting Egyptians working for 
foreign news agencies as well 

Security was tight -■ 
around. Major 
Ahmad Abdullah, 
judge, arrived at the camp in a 
car with curtained windows, 
escorted by a phalanx of cars 


whose civilian passengers car- 
ried machine guns and other 
weapons. 

Gen. Abdullah's name is at 
tne head of a list circulated by 
extremists of military judges 
they have targeted to avenge 
death sentences passed by 
military courts against 40 of 
their colleagues in 1993, 
Twenty-nine were hanged, 
while the others remain at 
large. 


all 
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Six of the 15 defendants In 
Saturday's trial also are fugi- 
tives. Investigation sources 
said four are believed to be in 
i emeu where they coordinate 
and issue orders for their fol- 
lowers inside Egypt. 


"The needs of the Gazan 
people have been ignored for 
too long. It is time that the 
international community sup- 
ports the peace process to en- 
franchise the Gazan people.” 
Mr. Brown said Saturday 
adding that legal assistance and 
infrastructure funding could 
help improve the Gaza Strip's 
economic foundation. 

In talks Wednesday with 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres and Palestinian offi- 
cials in the occupied territor- 
ies, the commerce secretary 
discussed the “peace eco- 
nomy." 

Mr. Brown asked Mr. Peres 
to set up an economic strategy 
for the peace era. Israeli fore- 
ign ministry sources said. 

He told journalists the Un- 
ited States was willing to en- 
courage the private sector to 
invest in the Palestinian infras : 
truclure. 

"The U.S. is not only parti- 
cipating in the peace process, 
but is also encouraging invest- 
ment in the occupied territor- 
ies to help in changing the life 
of the people.” he said. 

Mr. Brown also referred to 
"American commitment to- 
wards building a concrete eco- 
nomic base" for the future 
Palestinian autonomy in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 


BEUING (AFP) — A Ch^ 
hospital that invited sftefcij. 
sion crew to witness 
attempt at open-heanj$wgyJ 
last month needed af retail 
after operating on the wro^ 
patient, the Legal Daily; $4 
Saturday. Staff at the hpsjjj^ 
attached to the weifa. 
Medical Institute in thdeastenj 
province of Shangdong, 
up their patients, poof to n* 
operation and ended 'tip' p^, 
forming open-heart sujgery-Q,, 
a young boy who had. been 
admitted for a tonsillectomy, 
the newspaper said. Hdritir-ai 
theft; mistake was further com- 
pounded by the presetice^bf a 
local television crew.- which, 
together with several .famous 
surgeons from elsewhere in the 
province, had been invited in j 
record the operation for poa- 
erity. According to the^iiaw. < 
paper, the mix-up oa^ied 
when nurses managed io- con- 
fuse the medical records of two 
young boys. Liu Dafc&g .aod 
Xu Tong, who were both sche- ! 
duled to undergo operations 
on the same day. The tow. 
year-old Xu, scheduled*: for a 
simple tonsillectomy, w as mis- 
taken for the five-year-old Liu, 
who suffered from a rare con. 
genital heart diseare/thtfitews- 
paper said. Doctors pcatform- 
ing the open-heart $irgery ■ 
realised something was^amis 
when they discovered hstfway 
through the operation? thai 
Xu’s heart was perfectly .nor- 
mal. But simply decided; that 
the original diagnoses wia in- . , 
correct, the newspaper said. 
Meanwhile. Liu had his tonsils 
removed in a separate operat- 
ing theatre by a- trainee J 
surgeon. The mistake finally 
came to light when LitLY an- 
xious parents w'ere brought 10 
Xu's bedside. Both boysnude . 
full recoveries and will under- 1 
go the correct operation at a- 
later date. The newspaper 
said. There was no inctratioh 
as to whether the parents had 
decided to take legal faction 
against the hospital. 







Unemployed 
gets job, keep: 
kidney 

ORLEANS, France (AfPj- 
An unemployed man who 
volunteered to donate one of 
his kidneys to anyone prepared 
to give him a job was offered 
employment. But Mohartrinad 
Ammar. 29. will not have to" 
part with the organ. Only'pne 
condition was attached to 1 bis 
new job — that he successfully 
complete a two-week trial 
period. Mr. Ammar, from 
Metz, eastern France,- . bad 
offered his kidney in a smaflad 
he tried to publish in his -too* 
newspaper Thursday. The pap- 
er, Republican Lorrain, "'re- 
fused to publish the ad. *but 
instead ran a four-cpldmn 
piece about the misfortunes of 
Mr. Ammar, 29, an electrician 
unemployed for the past two- 
and-a-half years, his common- 
law wife Marie-Claire and tneir 
three-year-old daughter Caro- 
line. The article and television 
coverage produced a job tiffer 
from Maryse Joumat, manager 
of a small engineering firin-s 
the village of Puiseaux.near 
here, and Mr. Ammar -Starts 
work there next Monday. 
Joumat said her small;, ft®, 
which employs eight petipfc? 
had not been looking for 
another worker. "Last ydflJf ** 
had enormous problems, bur 
things are picking up ind-I 
took pity on him.” she Said. 

Swiss warehouse 
denies storing 
Marcos gold 


ZURICH (R) — a Swiss stor- 
age firm has denied ftTwas- 
holding a huge amount at gold., 
accumulated by Ferdinand 
Marcos during his 21-year rule 
of the Philippines. A - report by 
Britain's Channel 4 Dispatches 
programme shown Wednesday 
night said there were 1.240 
tonnes of gold, worth- titioal 
$15.5 billion, stored : in a 
bonded warehouse at Zurich'* 
Kloten Airport. “We are no 1 , 
storing the Marcos gold, 1 ] wish 
we were because it wo^bJ be. 
great business.” Walter. 
Michel, a manager at Frefl*" 
ger. AG. the storage co^p®# 
named in the programme, "P* 
programme used the Tesults.af 
a four-year search by private 
investigator Reiner Jacobi- 
who worked for the Phitippfo* 
government to track down 
money alleged to have been 
stolen by Mr. MaraAr-flw 
report, which has surfaced be- 
fore but with allegation* « 
smaller amounts of 
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